Plant a tree—or many trees-
for tomorrow.

Trees are masters of water uptake and
carbon dioxide intake.

In a year, a 100-foot-fall tree can take up to
11,000 gallons of water and convert 48 pounds
of carbon dioxide into 200 pounds of oxygen.

Native trees are adapted to our region and
contribute to the ecosystem.

Trees provide innumerable benefits.

SUGGESTED RESOURGE

“Trees of Power” by Akiva Silver,
Chelsea Green Publishing

Let nature do the work.

These gardening practices slow the flow
of rainwater to our streams and lake.

They help to filter out excess
nutrients and pollutants linked to
harmiul algal blooms.

Plants and trees ahsorb carbon dioxide
and their deep roots and rich soil hold it.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

www.resilience.org/stories/2015-09-02/
why-not-start-today-backyard-carbon-
sequestration-is-something-nearly- everyone-can-do

www.ecologicalgardening.net

www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2016-4-july-
august/ green-life/how-put-your-yard-
work-for-climate

TOMPKINS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL
MANRGEMENT COUNCIL
TOMPKINSCOUNTYNY.GOV/EMC

Too much rain?
Change your yard
and garden to
make a difference.

A guide to improve soil,
create rain gardens,
bioswales &
pollinator habitat



Healthy Soil Rain Gardens Bioswales

Healthy soil is the foundation of the garden. Fill the concave garden with deep-rooted native Bioswales are landscaped sponges
Try using compost, cover crops and other flowers, grasses and shrubs to absorh and designed to capture, filter and move
natural amendments such as fall leaves to filter water. This also creates habitat for birds, stormwater from a parking lot or
add nutrients and carbon. butterflies and other pollinators. neighborhood roadway.

Less Lawn, More Plants

Make part of the yard into a flower or
vege‘able garden' DRAIN IF NEEDED

Use eco-orass to replace turf. ]
Decrease mowing, air pollution and noise. Rain Barrels

Rvoid fertilizers, insecticides and herbicides. Catch and store rainwater in a
Promote vitality and save money. rain barrel beneath your downspout.






