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Tompkins County Workforce Development Board  
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 | 121 E. Seneca Street, Ithaca, NY 14850  

  

Present:   S. Pronti, K. Babuka, K. Cerasaro, S. Cerquone, D. Harrington, L. Holden, H. 
McDaniel, K. Shanks-Booth, S. Waight, C. Walter, C. Whitmore, Y. Wu, B. 
Nugent 

Excused:  T. Bruer, J. Cometti, K. Kephart, P. Levesque, C. Malcolm, A. Tunison, D. 
Vreeland  

Staff:  C. Sponn, S. Frost 

Guest:  C. Harris, New York State Department of Labor; S. Paczkowski, New York State 
Department of Labor, J. Palladino, Tompkins Cortland Community College 

Call to Order 

Mr. Pronti, Board Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

Board Action Items 
 

Approval of Minutes – September 24, 2024 

 It was moved by Ms. Shanks-Booth, seconded by Mr. Cerasaro, and unanimously 
adopted by voice vote of members present to approve the minutes of September 24, 
2024, as written. 

  Approval to Release 2025 SYEP RFP 
 
 It was moved by Ms. Whitmore, seconded by Ms. Cerquone, and unanimously 
adopted by voice vote of members present to approve the Release of the 2025 SYEP RFP. 
 
 Ms. Shanks Booth reported that Workforce Development is still completing an 
application for SYEP funds to ensure accountability. 
 
Presentation – Summary of overall themes from discussion of the Retreat and answers 
to some questions from discussion 
 
 Mr. Sponn began a presentation on summarizing WIOA & themes from retreat.  
 
Discussion - Continuation of Retreat discussion and planning for next steps. 
 
 Workforce Development Board members had a discussion around the next steps for 
the Board. 
 
 Ms. McDaniel commented that Workforce Development cannot do all of these 
roles, so they can focus their efforts on where they ca make the most impact. Mr. Harris 
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added that we have to be thoughtful about how expensive trainings are for the in-
demand job occupations. Ms. Shanks-Booth commented that it makes sense for Workforce 
Development to create our own Strategic Plan. Mr. Pronti agreed. Board members 
discussions carried on to each Board member discussing what their organization is 
working on or programs that will be available and challenges that job seekers are up 
against.  
 
 Mr. Sponn requested that Board members review the vison, mission and in-demand 
job list for discussion at a future Board meeting.  
 
 
WD Director Update 
 
Camoin Associates Workforce Development Focus Group for the Tompkins County 
Economic Development Strategy  
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that he was part of a focus group for the Tompkins County 
Economic Development Strategy being led by IAED. This group focused on workforce 
issues. 
 
Job Corps Initial Meeting 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that he presented on Micron at a state meeting for business 
and a representative from Job Corps reached out to him for a meeting. They would like 
to collaborate with Workforce Development and develop a talent pipeline from Tompkins 
County. 
 
Expanded Budget, Capital, and Personnel Committee Voting for Workforce 
Development 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that the Tompkins Legislature approved the Transition 
Workforce Specialist position request and did not vote to cut 5% from the Workforce 
Development County budget. 
 
How It’s MADE: Manufacturing and Development Expo 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that the expo was a success once again with satisfied 
businesses and students who were opened up to the world of manufacturing. 
 
Career Center Update 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that at the next meeting Ms. Basilius will be able to give a 
comprehensive update and this will be her role going forward. Mr. Sponn reported that 
operations are going well and individuals are growing in their roles. 
 
 Mr. Cerasaro reported that a candidate has been chosen to fill a new role at the 
Career Center. Mr. Cerasaro reported updates on events and program operations at the 
Career Center. 
 
Committee Reports 
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Executive Committee 
 
  Mr. Pronti reported that much of what Mr. Sponn covered at today’s meeting was 
covered at the Board meeting. The committee also provides oversight and support to 
Workforce Development leadership if there are any internal challenges or opportunities 
to focus on. 
 
One Stop Operations and Oversight Committee 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that a consultant from the state that has been talking with 
workforce areas came to the September meeting. They will be developing a shareable 
report once they go throughout the state and talk to all areas. 
 
Youth Oversight Committee 
 
   Ms. Shanks-Booth reported that the committee met to talk about the RFP that was 
approved and there will be money for the Youth Employment Program (YEP). That money 
has to do with the GIVE program, which is a gun violence initiative to reduce violence in 
the state. The program requirements will be run similar to SYEP, but for those at-risk of 
gun violence also. 
 
Governance and Membership Committee 
 
 Ms. Sponn reported that the committee did not meet. 
 
Disabilities Workforce Committee 
 
 Mr. Sponn reported that the committee did not meet. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:57 a.m.  
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