Tompkins County Water Resources Council

2011 - 2012 Work Plan Goals

Adopted by the Council July 18, 2011 

Goal I: Protect and enhance surface water quality.

Objective 1: Undertake monitoring efforts for surface water.

· Create a surface water data-sharing structure. (Suggested lead: Cornell Library, Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership, Citizen Monitoring Groups, CSI; time: ongoing)

· Collate and analyze surface water quality monitoring efforts. (Suggested lead: WRC Monitoring Committee ; time: ongoing)

· Consider a stream sediment-monitoring program. (Suggested lead: WRC Streams Committee, WRC Grants Committee, SCTC; time 2012)

· Implement the Southern Cayuga Lake Monitoring Plan. (Suggested lead: Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership; time: ongoing)

· Promote continued operation of existing stream gages on Cayuga Lake tributaries and assist in identifying funding sources for that purpose. (Suggested lead: WRC Streams Committee, USGS; time: 2012)

· Promote monitoring efforts in the Owasco Lake and Upper Susquehanna Watersheds within Tompkins County. (Suggested lead: WRC Grants Committee, SWCD; time: 2012)

· Review and comment on Lake Source Cooling Monitoring Plan. (Suggested lead: Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership; time: ongoing)

Objective 2: Control/reduce other nonpoint source pollutants.

· Review existing data about and investigate phosphorus loading into Cayuga Lake.  (suggested lead: Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership ; time: Annual)

Objective 3: Participate in updating of DEC Priority Waterbodies List for the Finger Lakes/Lake Ontario basin

· Continue to be engaged in reviewing the DEC Priority Waterbodies List for Tompkins County and recommend changes. (suggested lead:  Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership . SWCD, County Planning; time: ongoing)

· Work with citizen monitoring groups, CSI and others to collate monitoring data for all monitored waterbodies within the county and report information to DEC on a Priority Waterbodies List (PWL) worksheet to assist DEC in updating the PWL. (Suggested lead: Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership, WRC Grants Committeer; time: ongoing)

Goal II: Protect and enhance groundwater quality and quantity.
Objective 1: Evaluate the level of protection of existing groundwater sources used for municipal and individual supplies.

· Identify where the county could appropriately assist municipalities in this protection effort. (suggested lead: WRC Aquifer Committee; time: underway)

· Encourage local municipalities to require a well log for the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. (Suggested lead: WRC Aquifer Committee, WRC Education Committee; time 2012)

Goal III: Protect and restore riparian corridors.

Objective 1: Collect additional data on riparian corridors in Tompkins County.

· Define terminology and select a study area for a test case and map that area and its associated wetlands areas. (Suggested lead: TCPD, WRC Streams Committee; time 2012)

Objective 2: Preserve healthy riparian corridors and restore degraded riparian corridors.
· Establish priorities for the protection of riparian corridors, by corridor, and promote intermunicipal cooperation for the protection of important corridors. (Suggested lead: WRC Streams Committee; time: 2012) 
Goal IV: Protect and restore wetlands, and evaluate the desirability and feasibility of creating new wetlands.

Objective 1: Collect additional data on wetland resources in Tompkins County.
· Develop a framework for prioritizing wetlands for protection and investigate characterization/assessment procedures for prioritization.  (suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee; time: 2012)
· Identify and map all wetlands that are not currently regulated by DEC or the federal government and are therefore vulnerable to disturbance and destruction from development. Initially start in the City of Ithaca. (Suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee; time: ongoing) 
Objective 2: Preserve existing wetlands and restore valued wetland functions.
· Propose and support local ordinances, regulations, and programs for protecting wetlands and wetland functions. (suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee/ SWCD/TCPD/NRCS; time: ongoing)

Objective 3: Contribute to efforts to educate the public and governmental officials about wetlands.
· Evaluate existing wetland educational and planning materials (such as from the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council, Tompkins County Planning Department, United States Environmental Protection Agency, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Wetlands Forum and Association of State Wetlands Managers, and web-based resources) for use in promoting the protection of wetlands. (suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee/TCPD; time: ongoing)
· Investigate possibilities for web-based dissemination of information. (suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee; time: ongoing)
Goal V: Participate in the creation and implementation of relevant watershed plans and initiatives that impact Tompkins County.

· Report to WRC on the Tompkins County Legislature’s and constituent municipalities’ work to support the IO agreement and implementation of the RPP. (suggested lead: Tompkins County Legislative Liaison/IO Chair; time: annually in December)

· Report to WRC on the Tompkins County Legislature’s and constituent municipalities’ work to support the implementation of the Susquehanna Tributary Strategy and Owasco Lake Management Plan. (suggested lead: SWCD; time: annually in December)

· Report to WRC on the Tompkins County Legislature’s and constituent municipalities’ work to support the  Owasco Lake Watershed Management Plan. (suggested lead: TCHD/SWCD/Owasco Lake Watershed inspector; time: ongoing). 

· Update the Tompkins County Water Quality Strategy every three years. (suggested lead: WRC Executive Committee; time: 2012)

Goal VI: Educate and inform the public, professionals, municipal officials, and agency staff about water quality concerns and protective policies and practices.

Objective 1: Promote programs that further WQS goals.

· Report annually (in April) to the relevant committee of the Tompkins County Legislature about the accomplishments of the WRC. (Suggested lead: WRC Vice Chair; time: annually in April)
· Provide educational strategies to support Goals I through V. (Suggested lead: WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing) 
· Keep municipal and county officials informed of existing federal/state/local wetland regulations and changes to those regulations as deemed appropriate. (Suggested lead: WRC Wetlands Committee/WRC Education Committee ; time ongoing)  

· Evaluate, and as needed, update and reprint as needed brochures about watercraft regulations and recreational boating concerns in Tompkins County. (Suggested lead: WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing)

· Promote non-polluting recreational uses of Cayuga Lake, such as muscle-powered boats and photography. (Suggested lead: WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing)   Collaborate with other organizations (e.g., Cayuga Lake Network, IO, Floating Classroom) on educational activities that further WQS goals. (Suggested lead: WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing)   

· Raise awareness of watershed issues with youth groups and schools. (Suggested lead: SWCD/ Network/CCE/WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing) 

· Coordinate educational activities outlined in the Storm water Phase II implementation grant with the Floating Classroom. (Suggested lead: SCTC/WRC Education Committee; time: ongoing)

Objective 2: Provide for transfer of  information  among organizations working on water-related activities.

· Provide a venue for water organizations to communicate with each other and the public. (Suggested lead: WRC; time: ongoing). 

Objective 3: Comment on topical issues with a strong relationship to water quality and/or quantity.

· Participate in opportunities to comment on projects: for example, dredging, gas drilling operations, City Water Treatment options. (Suggested lead: Ad hoc committees of 3 or more members, as needed)
Administration of Water Resources Council
· Produce agendas, record minutes, and compile an Annual Report of WRC activities.  Distribute to the public, agencies, policymakers, and members, and post on the TCPD webpage.  (suggested lead:  TCPD ; time: ongoing)

· Conduct an annual membership recruiting campaign through media and direct outreach.  (suggested lead:  WRC Nominating Committee, TCPD ; time:  annually in August & September)

· Review applications for membership and recommend a slate for approval.  Review nominees for officers and conduct elections at January WRC meeting. (suggested lead: WRC Nominating/Membership Committee; time: annually)

LIST OF ACRONYMS

CCE

Cornell Cooperative Extension

CSI

Community Science Institute

DEC

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

IO

Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization

NRCS
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Network
Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

PWL

Priority Waterbodies List
RPP

Cayuga Lake Restoration and Protection Plan

SWCD
Soil and Water Conservation District

SCTC
Stormwater Coalition of Tompkins County

TCPD
Tompkins County Planning Department

USGS
United States Geological Survey

WQS

Water Quality Strategy

WRC

Tompkins County Water Resources Council
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