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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022 

Via Zoom 
FINAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Members Attending  

Name  Representation Name  Representation 
Joe Bowes  P Housing C.J. Randall P Local Planning (non-urban) 
Fernando de Aragón P Transportation Marcus Riehl P Natural Environment 
Jordan Decker E Energy Leslie Schill P Education #2 
Yamila Fournier P Built Environment Liddy Bargar P Human Services 
George Frantz P Agriculture Andy Zepp P Land Preserv./Public Land Mgmt. 
David Herrick P Facilities/Infrastructure    
Susan Holland A Cultural/Historic Preservation Others Present   
David Kay P Local Planning (urban) Katie Borgella P Commissioner 
Thomas Knipe A Business Nick Helmholdt P Tourism Program Director/Principal Planner 
Anne Koreman P County Legislature Eliot Benman P Housing & Community Development Planner 
Ernie McClatchie P Education #1 Kristin McCarthy P County Staff 
Heather McDaniel E Economic Development Megan McDonald P Deputy Commissioner 
Gay Nicholson E At-Large    

Guests: Christine O’Malley 
 

Call to Order/Agenda Review and Changes/Privilege of the Floor:  Chair Leslie Schill called the meeting to order at 
4:04pm. One change to agenda: Eliot Benman gave his presentation before Nick Helmholdt’s. No one spoke during 
privilege of the floor. 

 
Action: Approval of Draft Minutes (September and October 2022): The draft September 2022 (moved by Anne 
Koreman, seconded by Dave Herrick) and October 2022 (moved by Joe Bowes, seconded by Anne Koreman) 
meeting minutes were approved as submitted. 
 
Report/Discussion: 2023 Housing Activities – Eliot Benman, DPS 
Eliot provided an overview of the department’s housing initiatives and plans for related activities in 2023. His 
report covered various topics, including the impact of Community Housing Development Fund and Community 
Development Block Grant programs on affordable housing development in the community, preserving affordability 
of manufactured housing units and improving their energy efficiency, targeted outreach to identify development 
sites for affordable or mixed income housing, and opportunities for public-private partnerships focused on funding 
permanently affordable housing production. The Q&A included discussion of ways to move the needle on 
achieving the County’s housing goals while accounting for NYS government structures; impact of climate change 
on housing development; workforce housing and Cornell master campus plan; Community Development Block 
Grant funding for rehabilitation projects, and the NYS Homes and Community Renewal Affordable Homeownership 
Opportunity Program. 
 
Report/Discussion: Short-term Rentals – A 12-month Review – Nick Helmholdt, DPS Staff 
Nick shared insights from a year’s worth review of the short-term rental market in Tompkins County. The data, 
which is updated regularly, is the result of continuous monitoring by consultant LTS Technologies of this tourism 
economy/housing market sector. Nick’s report and the group discussion touched on numerous subjects. These 
included room tax compliance, property assessment, environmental health factors, aggregated data and limits to 
data sharing, dominance of Airbnb in local short term rental market, municipal shared services, and more. Group 
talked about other related topics including impact on neighborhood quality of life, local municipal regulations and 
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ordinances, key findings such as less seasonal variation in supply, active versus inactive listings on short term rental 
platforms, voluntary tax agreements, and more.  
 
Staff Update: Nominating Committee & NYS Annual Sexual Harassment Prevention Training – Kristin McCarthy 
Ernie McClatchie, Fernando de Aragón, Jordan Decker, and Gay Nicholson have volunteered to be on the 
nominating committee. Board chair and vice chair for 2023 will be elected at the first PAB meeting of the year; C.J. 
Randall and Leslie Schill agreed to serve as officers again, though nominations will also be accepted from the floor. 
Members were reminded to submit proof of completion of annual NYS sexual harassment prevention training. 

 
Commissioner’s Report – Katie Borgella, DPS 
Katie thanked outgoing members Marcus Riehl and Susan Holland for their service and welcomed incoming 
cultural/historic preservation representative Christine O’Malley. County Legislature approved reappointing all PAB 
members up for renewal at the end of 2022 for another three-year term. The department submitted an application 
to FEMA’s Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant program for funding to support robust 
public engagement around the agency’s revised flood insurance rate maps. Plans include collaborating with 
experts in banking, insurance, and real estate on open houses and other forms of public outreach. Draft maps are 
showing substantial changes to flood hazard areas in the City of Ithaca as well as the Villages of Dryden and 
Freeville. Timing is still uncertain both for release of BRIC funding and the flood maps. Katie also reported on a 
kick-off meeting for local consulting agencies that she and Hailley Delisle attended on the 160-megawatt Yellow 
Barn solar energy generation project.  

 
Member Items  
None 
 
Adjournment:   Chair Leslie Schill adjourned the meeting at 5:02pm. 
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