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• The Human Needs Subcommittee of the Comprehensive Emergency 

Management Planning Group will focus on determining sites for 
Special Needs Shelters and negotiating agreements with the sites.  
Sigrid Connors, DPS, is finishing up work on the Special Needs 
Sheltering Plan. 

 
• Alice Cole, Brenda Grinnell Crosby, and Frank Croteau presented to 

the Tompkins County Council of Governments ideas for shared health 
and safety initiatives for municipal employees. 

 
• Alice and Brenda attended the Human Services Coalition forum by 

Ron Deutsch on “Balancing NYS’s 2009-2010 Budget in an 
Economically Sensible Manner.”  Mr. Deutsch works for the Fiscal 
Policy Institute in Albany. 

 
• Alice wrote letters to the State Legislators urging them not to eliminate 

the Emergency Preparedness funding as proposed in the Governor’s 
Budget. 
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Budgetary Impacts 2009 

 
 I was at a meeting in Lake Placid with the New York State Academy of 
Family Physicians at which Commissioner of Health, Richard Daines, was 
present.  I was able to spend a couple of minutes talking to him about Tompkins 
County issues with regard to budgetary impacts of certain State initiatives 
including the handling of employing health aides in homes, Medical Examiner 
funding, and Bioterrorism Preparedness Grants.   
 
 He indicated that he was aware of these issues.  He indicated that the 
State was trying to maneuver to be able to use some Federal funding in a flexible 
way that it could be funneled to Bioterrorism work, but that they are being 
hampered by Federal requirements.   
 
 I pointed out the more expensive options with regard to the Medical 
Examiner position, and the handling to health aides to him.  He indicated at the 
State level these initiatives make a lot of sense and that’s what’s driving the 
issue.   
 
 I handed him a printed copy of my remarks and hoped that he would read 
it in detail. 
 
 

Mass Fatality Planning Seminar 
 

 I attended a conference on Mass Fatality in Binghamton on Wednesday, 
February 4th.   
 
  
 


