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2005 Report – Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein

The website committee was formed in 2005 to design and implement a new website for the Tompkins County EMC.  The purpose of our new website is to serve as a central location for Tompkins County legislators, EMC members, and the public to learn about what we have accomplished and what we are currently working on.

The new website was completed in June, and is located at http://www.tompkins-co.org/emc.  The site contains a lot of information including details about current and past EMC projects, agendas, minutes, EMC newsletters, educational materials, presentations from EMC meetings, awards and accomplishments, member list, resolutions, EMC events, history and description of the EMC, links to relevant websites, and contact information.  Based on data from the Tompkins County web server log, the new EMC website gets about 10 times as much traffic per month as the old EMC website on the Tompkins County server!

The website has been updated at least monthly by planning department staff with new agendas, minutes, and newsletters.  New documents such as resolutions, presentations to the EMC, and educational materials were also added as they were created.  Details about upcoming EMC events such as the highway cleanups are also posted on the website.  There is a section of the website devoted to information about the reusable bag and basket campaign.

The website is a dynamic document, and will continue to be updated to stay current.  We will create pages devoted to completed projects to educate the public about what we have accomplished.  The search function will be upgraded to add the capability to search within all the downloadable documents on the website.  More documents that are currently only available in hard copy from the EMC library will be added to the site to make them more accessible.  One project that we discussed, but did not have time to implement, was making and maintaining an online calendar of environmental events.  This would be a valuable resource to the community, but will take a significant amount of time to develop and maintain.
2005 Report – Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The year 2005 was another busy year for the Energy Committee.  As part of the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign of the International Council on Local Environmental Initiatives, we continued to monitor the implementation of the energy reduction plan.  The County has entered into a contract with Johnson Controls for energy efficiency improvements.  Originally $50,000 was spent in 2004, and the current contract calls for over $2 million in energy efficiency measures for 2005 and 2006.

The committee also continues to monitor the performance of the Public Library solar panels.  There have been problems with data transmission lately between Powerlight and the Library. The County applied for a Power Partners Award for the Library, but the application was turned down in this round.

In the spring, the committee saw a dramatic increase in public attendance at its meetings due to the announcement that Cornell would attempt to put wind turbines at a site on Mount Pleasant.  Many local neighbors voiced opposition to the project.  The Energy Committee provided a forum for discussion of the issue, and a place where local residents could vent their frustrations.  Cornell decided not to proceed with the project, despite encouragement from the EMC.

To increase public knowledge of energy and environmental issues, the committee assisted with the EMC tabling events during the Earth Day and Ithaca Festival celebrations.

Our big project for the year was the development of a sample municipal wind ordinance.  After much discussion during the spring and summer, the final version of our recommended wind ordinance was sent to local municipalities in November. The committee was ably assisted by an intern, Alyssa Sandoval, and the staff of the Planning Department, especially Heather Filiberto.  The purpose of the ordinance is to assist municipalities in developing a process for the siting of utility-scale wind turbines.
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The committee continues its outreach efforts to find partners in energy reductions and alternatives energy measures throughout the County.  We have worked with Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Energy$mart program, signing up as a partner.  Also, we have been working with the Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance (TREEA) to develop programs for energy education in Tompkins County, and to establish a utility-scale wind turbine either at Ecovillage or Ithaca College.

The committee is looking forward to the first wind project in Tompkins County in the year 2006.
2005 Report – Environmental Review

Submitted by Heather Filiberto
The Environmental Review Committee (ERC) met seven times this year to review and comment on projects that could potentially impact the environment in Tompkins County. The year began with the continuation of a discussion about Lake Source Cooling. The ERC penned an opinion piece in the Ithaca Journal entitled ‘Environmental Review Committee opposes Cornell University request to reduce monitoring sites for Lake Source Cooling.’ The ERC also brought a resolution to the EMC that was subsequently passed by the County Legislature opposing Cornell’s request to reduce monitoring sites as well as sending a letter to the DEC requesting the same. 

The ERC discussed the Cornell wind turbine study and the Tompkins County public safety communication system project. They also took part in meetings with the Tompkins County Airport regarding an obstruction removal project that will continue in 2006. The ERC sent out the following letters:
· Response to the Tompkins Count Department of Public Works request providing recommendations for eliminating the pigeon roosting problem in the public works garage.

· Comments to NYS DEC on its Draft All Terrain Vehicle Policy for Public ATV Access to Recreational Programs on the forest preserve, Reforestation, Multiple Use, Unique, Wildlife Management Areas, Environmental Education Centers, and Conservation Easement Lands. The ERC did not support expanding the legal use of ATVs on public land.

· Comments to NYS DEC on the proposed oil and gas lease on State lands. The ERC recommended a no surface occupancy lease in the Potato Hill State Forest.

The EMC is a formal part of the County’s administrative policy to comply with the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR).  All County agencies must refer Unlisted and Type I Actions to the EMC for review and comment. The ERC commented on the following County actions:
· Disposition of County Land on Trumansburg Road to the Town of Ithaca 

· Adoption of the Cayuga Lake Waterfront Plan

· Ithaca-Tompkins Regional Airport action extending parallel Taxiway Phase III 

· Disposition of Finger Lakes Trail lands and Fleming Meadow vacant land to State Parks

· Tompkins County Public Safety Communication System.
See you at the next EMC meeting!

Dectember 14th at 6:30pm 

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com

Municipal Report – Town of Newfield

Submitted by Cindy Schulte
Water District II update:  The Newfield Water District II project is progressing forward, on budget and possibly ahead of schedule.

Public Hearing on local law amendment:  The Town Board, in response to continuous complaints about junk cars and unclean conditions at a local repair shop and other properties in town, voted 4:1  not to amend the existing junkyard law at the public hearing. The amended law limited the number of unregistered vehicles to twenty on any property, and cited a 750 foot separation from farm equipment and any road frontage. The Town Board, in their decision, stated that the law was too restrictive to farm operations. Roughly, 2 people supported the new amended law at the public hearing, and the remaining speakers, about 12, spoke against the law; approximately 40 people attended the meeting. The Town attorney mentioned that the existing law was still in place and could be enforced.

Community Center Feasibility study:  Local Newfield Community groups, as well as Tompkins County Community Action/ Evenstart  are researching the possibility of the Town purchasing the existing fire hall and converting it into a community center. The Fire Company wishes to proceed with constructing a new facility, and has suggested the Town of Newfield purchase their existing fire hall for one dollar. A grant to cover the feasibility study is being applied for, and the Newfield Fire Company is in the 
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process of identifying some community groups that will take over the “social” functions/scheduling of the existing facility. It is very early in the planning stages…more to follow.
Town of Dryden Update

Submitted by Joyce Gerbasi

The Comprehensive Plan for Dryden was passed by the Town Board.  This occurred only when the wish list of future trails was removed, as a number of people were terrified that eminent domain could be used to obtain the rights to place trails on private lands.  There was also confusion between the two types of NYSEG easements, and how that land could be used.  In some cases, NYSEG actually purchased the land for the rights of way; in others they simply have easements to use the land.  In the cases where NYSEG purchased the land, they could grant the use of the land for trails if they so desired.  These are issues that other towns could become involved with as well. 
 AFPB Liaison Report

Submitted by Ashley Miller

The Agriculture & Farmland Protection Board is working on finalizing the County's Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan. They are also discussing the County's role in another farmland protection plan, New York State's Purchase of Development Rights Grant.


Adopt-A-Highway

Submitted by Scott Doyle

I felt good about how we finished up the cleanup this fall. Look for even better stuff to come!
America Recycles Day Thank You

Submitted by Linnette Short
Tompkins County Solid Waste’s staff would like to thank everybody that helped to make America Recycles Day 2005 a huge success.  On a rare sunny November morning, thirty-three vendors participated in an event located at the Pyramid Mall, geared at promoting the benefits of waste reduction and recycling.  Not only were we able to inform the residents of Tompkins County of the advantages of reducing, reusing, and recycling, but we were also able to introduce residents to local vendors that are environmentally responsible.  Attractions included: the Sciencenter’s reinvention station, computer demos from Babbages Basement, performances from the Compost Theatre, the Recycling Dancers, and Eco-Players, information on the Farmer’s Market and Museum of the Earth and many, many more.  Prizes were donated by several vendors and local businesses and were given out to winners of contests.  Tompkins County Solid Waste and the Super Heroes look forward to having another successful America Recycles Day next year!




























