Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 12, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Schulte, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Kathy Luz Herrera, Neha Khanna, Larry Sharpsteen

	Absent:
	John Dennis, David Lessinger, Gary Stewart

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Michael Miles, Dan Winch

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto (Coordinator), Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:38 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – Legislator Dan Winch thanked EMC for their support of the Legislature over the years and especially concerning the ban on burn barrels.  The ban passed at the Board of Health yesterday, and now goes to the State level for a check for conflicts, a process that will take 2 to 3 months.  Now Dan hopes we will work on other counties and the NYS Senate.  Legislator Dooley Kiefer announced that the County Legislature’s Budget Committee of the Whole is recommending a budget with .02% decrease in the tax levy.  The Public Service Communication System Draft Environmental Impact Statement arrived today and is expected to be released next week.  The Legislators need guidance, and Dooley hopes the Environmental Review Committee can review the document promptly.  Michael Miles spoke of the frustration he encountered while installing a wind turbine for his home in Enfield.  The easiest step was the local approval.  Working with NYSERDA, DEC, the bank, and the utility was very complex, and he and his wife felt like trailblazers.  He feels the programs need coordination.  Steve Nicholson suggested contacting TREEA because their mission is to educate the public on wind power issues.  Michael is not clear on the effect the system will have on his property taxes because he hasn’t submitted the paperwork to Assessment. 

Changes to the Agenda – There were no changes to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes – The draft minutes were accepted with one change in the Chair’s Report – capacity of wind turbine referred to in Dryden is 900 watts.   Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

History of the Southern End of Cayuga Lake – Roger Yonkin provided a handout of information he has learned over the years.  All of the southern area of the lake used to be marshland, with Fall Creek and Cascadilla Creek flowing into the Inlet.  The courses of the waterways have been changed over the years by construction of the barge canal, work by the City, and work by the Army Corps of Engineers.  

Report on Conference on the Environment – Steve Nicholson, Kenny Christianson and Glynn Bebee attended the conference.  Our associate member Mikel Shakarjian is President of NYSAEMCs, so she was also there.  A Highlight of the conference was receiving the award for 2005 Project of the Year for our efforts to ban burn barrels.  We previously received the award in 2000 for the UNA Directory.  Steve passed around a sheet with information on other awards.  There were 76 participants, 23 from EMCs, 20 from CACs.  Conferences ran on two tracks – water and wind.  Richard Smarden, of SUNY ESF, spoke Saturday about siting issues for wind turbines.  He was a consultant for Cape Wind.  Bill Evans, formerly of Cornell’s Lab of Ornithology, spoke about birds and wind turbines.  He has taught himself to identify night vocalization of migrating birds.  Not much is known about migrations, and Doppler radar is beginning to be used.  Records show an average of 2 bird kills per turbine per year.  Recently in Tennessee many dead bats were found near turbines, but the bats had no injuries.  The Smithsonian is doing autopsies.  All New York State areas have mass migrations.  Bird kills can be reduced by simple siting issues – like not putting turbines near shorelines or near a ridge of a valley.  A DEC staff member addressed the environmental review process, but said none of the possible lead agencies are really qualified.  This leaves a gray area, and leads to default selection of DEC and NYSERDA to conduct reviews.  There was a presentation on wind power and 

renewable portfolio standards where it was estimated that 3,000 turbines are needed in NYS in the next ten years to meet current use standards.  Steve Nicholson gave a presentation on the local solar home tour.  Community Energy gave a presentation on why they support wind energy.  The Canadian speaker at Sunday’s dinner addressed the future of the Great Lakes and the recent international agreement to protect them as a fresh water source.  On Monday, the Supervisor of the Town of Fenner gave a guided tour of the Fenner Wind Farm.  He spoke of the mistakes they made in siting, and what has been learned from them.  Kenny said they now recommend identifying good areas, then start eliminating for various reasons, and see what’s left.  A farmer has donated land for an education center on wind power, and the Town is trying to get grant money for construction.  

Glynn said he went to network, and felt we need to show others what we did to make the burn barrel ban proceed.  Steve voiced concern because EMCs from other counties are losing office space, staff, and funding.  Some of them are reluctant to recommend initiatives that will be negatively received, feeling it will be the end of their EMC organization.  Joyce Gerbasi asked if there was mention of climate change caused by wind farms.  She had a digital article about the wind farms setting up vortexes and changing climate patterns, and will try to find it again.  Some projects of other EMCs include:  Tonowanda is participating with DEC to clean up a contaminated creek bed; Westchester is developing a website for reporting of water testing, with an environmental planner in charge of the project; Huntington Park has a park stewardship program; Rochester is working toward preservation of environmentally sensitive areas.  The NYSAEMCs Board was re-elected at their meeting on Monday.  Next year the conference may be at the Chautauqua Institute, otherwise it will be back at White Eagle.  At the Board meeting, Mikel said the Tompkins County EMC website is a good model for the NYSAEMCs and other counties.

Municipal Reports – Town of Danby:  Bob Roe said the concern over zoning issues in Danby is making for an interesting election year.  The Town is moving ahead with the Park, and has received approval for part 2, which includes ball fields.  The Town has decided to proceed with an aquifer study.  A citizens task force was set up to review zoning revisions that would be implemented as mentioned in the Town Comprehensive Plan, which was authored by members of the Planning Board.  The first zoning recommendation would have changed the PB process, and now a second version is being reviewed.  The proposed density policy was problematic.  Based on PB recommendations, a more basic zoning policy will be discussed at a public meeting soon.  The Danby Quality Deer Management policy is similar to NYS policy for the North Country.  QDM attempts to change the profile of the herd and recreate a normal mortality rate for yearling bucks.  QDM allows more yearling bucks to mature, and focuses on harvesting doe in an attempt to stabilize the herd population.  Town of Lansing:  Larry Sharpsteen sent an e-mail report, which Steve Nicholson read.  The Planning Board is completing its 5-year review of the Town Comprehensive Plan.  Outstanding items are being reviewed by the Town engineer.  The next item on the PB agenda concerns the subdivision regulations, especially with regard to transportation planning.    

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson attended an energy fair for Cornell University employees yesterday.  Some area municipalities are considering providing emergency funds for needy citizens.  Social Services expects lower funding this year through the HEAP program.  Freeville and Jacksonville will be pilots for a Cooperative Extension outreach program on energy conservation.  Steve passed around a calendar and announcement of a makeover event for Sustainable Tompkins.  

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather Filiberto said Tompkins County Solid Waste Division is coordinating America Recycles Day on 11/12 at Pyramid Mall.  Steve Uzmann said he went to the ARD meeting and will organize an EMC table for 11/12.  Heather thanked EMC members for the baby shirt for her daughter.  Kathy Wilsea handed out new membership lists and reminded members with 2005 expiration dates that we hope they will reapply for their seats.

Member Items – Steve Uzmann showed an example of giant hogweed, saying it is highly toxic and invasive.  DEC will send an agent to exterminate it if notified of its location.  Concerning America Recycles Day, Solid Waste has reserved the entire mall for displays and provided a list of participants who have already signed up.  We will donate a market basket for a door prize.  Steve also reported that the cleanup of Cayuga Inlet held on 9/24 went well.  The Golden Hard Hat was showed off and returned to the Chair, ready for a new recipient.  Scott Doyle announced an Adopt-A-Highway cleanup for Saturday, and generated interest by providing a short skit with Joyce, Keith Epstein and Steve Uzmann.  Cindy Schulte asked to give her next report in December rather than November.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on November 9, 2005
