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Adopt-A-Highway

Submitted by Scott Doyle 

Come one!  Come all!  Fall Highway Cleanup - October 15th from 8:30AM-10:30AM

- Meet at the corner of Warren Road and Route 13.
Open Burning Committee

Submitted by Glynn Bebee 
In September the Tompkins County Board of Health collected feedback from County residents about proposed changes to the Sanitary Code relating to Open Burning through letters and statements at two recent public meetings.

Most attendees at both comment sessions supported further restrictions on residential waste burning through the proposed changes to the Sanitary Code, but support was not unanimous.  The overall tone of written submissions is not currently known.  The Board of Health will now review the collected opinions concerning the proposed Sanitary Code revisions and determine whether or not to proceed further.  Speculation favors adoption of the proposed changes.

If accepted by the Board of Health, the proposed changes will be sent to the state for review to guarantee against any illegalities that might render the proposed changes unlawful.  Again, speculation favors approval of the changes by the state.  If both the Board of Health and the State of NY find the proposed changes to the Sanitary Code appropriate and acceptable, Tompkins County could have these proposed Sanitary Code revisions in place by 2006.

Many attending the September comment sessions requested that the EMC Open Burning Committee increase the scope of efforts to include all waste burning regardless of residential, commercial or industry-related concerns.   In response to these statements, the EMC Open Burning Committee is considering an effort to collaborate with other stakeholders in an effort to identify the extent of waste burning in the County before attempting to define any future proposed restrictions on remaining burning of waste.

Also, the Tompkins County EMC will be present at the upcoming NYSAEMC/NYSACC conference in Hamilton, NY (October 8th-10th, 2005) to share our Open Burning story with other active EMC and CAC groups in New York State.

. . . this just in . . . The Tompkins County EMC received the 2005 First Place Project Award from the  New York State Association of EMCs for the open burning campaign!! The award will be presented at the annual meeting October 8-10. The research, planning, consensus-building and coordination that went into this campaign was very impressive. This was a great team effort, and the award is well deserved. Congratulations to the EMC and the Open Burning Committee.
EMC Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein 

The new EMC website has been up for a few months now, and all the feedback has been positive so far.  Based on data from the Tompkins County web server log, The new EMC website gets about 10 times as much traffic per month as the old EMC website on the Tompkins County server!  The website is located at www.tompkins-co.org/EMC.

There are plenty of upgrades planned for the near future including updating the open burning page, making a page about the model wind turbine ordinance, upgrading the search to include pdf and MS word documents, and increasing the number of documents available online.  We would also like to get EMC related websites to link to our site, so if you are involved with a such an organization (CCE, ST, etc.), please talk to the webmaster to get a link to our site added.  And of course, if you have suggestions for the website or would like to contribute, please let me know. 

City of Ithaca Municipal Report

Submitted by Glynn Bebee

September's CAC meeting included examination of the following projects in the City being reviewed in relation to environmental and site plan concerns:

Cayuga Green  - Phase II 

Goodyear Tire and Rubber at Buttermilk Plaza 

Calvary Baptist Church - Subdivision

Residential, Elmwood Avenue - 2 Lot Subdivision   

Cayuga Green Phase II won Final Site Plan Approval on September 14th.  Phase II includes a theater complex with 12 screens, an exterior amphitheater, 12,000+ SF of offices, 10,000 SF of retail space and 40 units of housing. Granted plan approval does not include Cayuga Green Phase III located on the Commons side of East Green Street.  

A meeting was also held with a representative from Environmental Advocates of New York to discuss potential local support for Climate Change work currently underway through EANY.  Requested help includes signatures of support for future letters mailed from their office.  The Ithaca CAC and Tompkins EMC have been made aware of the request.  If you'd like to support EANY in their Climate Change activities, contact Christine Vanderlan through information available at http://www.eany.org/
Town of Ulysses Municipal Report

Submitted by David Lessinger
John Wertis has stepped down as Chair of Town Planning Board, David Tyler is serving as Acting Chair.  Changes to the Zoning law were adopted by the Town in August. The changes include increases to road frontage requirements for residential developments on agricultural land as an attempt to lessen the intensity of this type of development. The entire zoning law can be viewed online at the Town's web site: http://www.ulysses.ny.us/zoning-law_08-30-05.pdf.  The planning board conducted site reviews for two commercial developments. A church, to be constructed on the corner of Iradell and VanDorn, roads was approved. A request for a planned zone for a computer software company operating in what had been zoned as residential was also approved. The company's request to renovate and build an addition while maintaining the character of the farm house was approved as well. The planning board will consider a proposed retail/commercial development next to the fairgrounds in the coming months.
Spending on Environment Yields Big Returns But No Votes

Submitted by Steve Nicholson  
Spending to protect the environment, from coral reefs to forests, can bring big returns, according to a recent report by the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP). "The environment...is not a luxury good, only affordable when all other problems have been solved," said Klaus Toepfer, head of the 30 international groups behind the report. Once invested, every dollar spent on clean water and sanitation, could bring $14 in benefits ranging from lower health care costs to higher work productivity and school attendance. "Conservation of habitats and ecosystems are also cost effective when compared with the short-term profits from environmentally damaging activities" including dynamite fishing, mining or deforestation, the report said. Every dollar invested in fighting land degradation and desertification, like building terraces to stop hillside erosion, could generate at least $3 in benefits, The study suggested that forests may be more valuable when left standing rather than being cleared for crops because trees can absorb the heat-trapping gases widely blamed for global warming The carbon storage or 'sequestration' potential of forests ranges between $360 and $2,200 per hectare which makes them worth far more than if they are converted to grazing or cropland.. And the study said that it becomes far more cost effective to conserve forests than to clear them once carbon prices exceed $30 a ton. $80 billion a year is needed to limit global warming, over the next 50 years. 

A new survey says that in the US, voters care about the environment, but not at the ballot box.  A vast majority of voters favor stronger policies to protect the environment, but only a small group took environmental concerns into consideration during recent elections, according to a survey for the Nicholas Institute for Environmental Policy Solutions at Duke University. It found that 79 percent favored "stronger national standards to protect our land, air and water," including 40 percent who strongly supported the idea. Only 22 percent said such issues played a major role in their voting. The percentage was nearly twice as high among self-described environmentalists, with 39 percent saying they could recall an election when they held a candidate's stance on the environment among the top two or three reasons to vote for that person. "There is a clear disconnect here," William K. Reilly, former EPA head and chair of the advisory board of the Nicholas Institute, "Seventy-four percent of Republicans and 85 percent of Democrats say they support stronger environmental standards. Yet when it comes time to vote, they rank the environment low on their list of priorities.". The poll found that a majority believe progress has been made and environmental problems are not as bad as they used to be; that stronger environmental standards may bring higher taxes and damage the economy; and that the issue is a long-term problem and not as urgent as concerns such as jobs and health care. It also found that few voters care about all the issues within the broad heading of "environment," such as global warming, water quality and urban sprawl. The study also found that focus groups ranked the environment last out of nine issues tested, in terms of both its impact on their vote and personal importance. The environment fell behind the economy and jobs, health care, Iraq, Social Security, terrorism, education, moral values, and taxes. Only 10 percent of voters identified the environment as one of their top concerns, compared with 34 percent for the economy and jobs.
See you at the next EMC meeting!

October 12th at 6:30pm 



























