Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 14, 2005

	Present:
	Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Glynn Bebee, Kathy Luz Herrera, Ashley Miller, Mark Whitmore

	Absent:
	David Lessinger, Bob Roe

	Associates:
	Dooley Kiefer

	Staff:
	Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:35 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  Agenda items will be taken out of order.
Lake Source Cooling Update – Karen Edelstein gave a PowerPoint presentation of the 2004 water monitoring data that was reported at the last LSC Data Sharing Group meeting.  The 2004 annual report and other information on LSC are available at www.utilities.cornell.edu/LSC. Karen reviewed the map of LSC testing stations in Cayuga Lake, and noted that the other Finger Lakes have wetlands at the southern ends that trap sediment.  LSC’s intake site is at a depth of 200 feet, and the discharge site is on the shelf in rather shallow water.  Data on Site 2 is pulled from the data sample because of its proximity to Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Plan.  2004 had the highest runoff since LSC monitoring began, with higher levels of total phosphorus throughout the lake, and highest chlorophyll a in 8 years on the shelf.  Chlorophyl a testing results are within DEC parameters.  LSC contributed 3.5% of total phosphorus in 2004 throughout the lake.  The south shelf is not having cumulative phosphorus increase.  Dissolved oxygen’s 2004 annual low (8 mg/l) was in August, and annual high (13 mg/l) was in April.  Mysid shrimp monitoring continues.  Since 2005 is a drought, the next set of data will be very interesting.  No conspicuous changes in water quality have been observed on the shelf since the start-up of LSC in 2000.  DEC has a report on Finger Lakes water quality available at http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dow/fingerlakes/.  

Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of the July 13 meeting were accepted with a few changes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Resolution No 2-2005:  Resolution Recommending Model Wind Tower Ordinance – Kenny Christianson, Chair of the Energy Committee, said “utility scale” was inserted into the documents instead of “commercial”.  There were also a few changes in comments he received at the July meeting.  He has not received comments since the July meeting.  Following discussion, section 5 item 13 was amended to “notification of operators of emergency microwave communications links with ____ (specify) miles”.  The information we will provide will include NYSERDA’s recommendations for wind turbines, which includes installations for residences and businesses that generate power for their own use.

The resolution was moved by Kenny, seconded by Larry Sharpsteen.  Larry then moved to amend by adjusting the wording of the draft ordinance to specifically include power plants between residential and utility sizes.  Seconded by Steve Uzman.  Roger Yonkin moved to table the resolution until October, which was seconded by John Dennis, and failed in a vote.  Larry suggested the cover letter include a phrase that we encourage small units, and the application process is recommended for utility units over 500 kw.  Roger called the questions, which was seconded by Steve Uzmann.  Larry withdrew his amendment.  John suggested section 6.7 needed definition of “significant adverse effect” and this was added:  “. . . on either migratory or resident avian and bat populations”.  Cindy Schulte pointed out this is very restrictive, in part because of the study time involved, but it was accepted as a friendly amendment because the municipality can choose the level that is considered adverse.  Steve Uzmann called the question.  Vote on the resolution and accompanying documents:  11 yes, 2 no (Yonkin & Schulte), Chair did not vote.  Larry said he voted yes because this is a good starting point.     

Municipal Report – Town of Caroline – Steve Nicholson said there was a Comprehensive Plan meeting on 6/28, with a mixed crowd.  They broke into three discussion groups, and comments were compiled for the Planning Board.  Two more meetings are planned in Brooktondale and Speedsville.  The Barrile stream restoration project is about half done.  Huge rocks are being used to channel floodwaters.  The project is being videotaped with grant funds.  Steve recently had a call from a concerned citizen about University Sand and Gravel acquiring additional lands near a UNA.  He noted if the company applies for a permit, DEC will have a 30-day public comment period.  Todd Miller of USGS has declared the Six Mile Creek aquifer study to be complete. 

Chair’s Report – Steve attended an environmental volunteerism focus group earlier today.  Some of the other agencies involved were Water Resources Council, Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, and Soil and Water Conservation District.  EMC was asked to facilitate a 9/6 meeting at GIAC on Redbud Woods.  The meeting was intended to be a discussion on new steps, but the meeting didn’t proceed that far.  Gay Nicholson, of Sustainable Tompkins, has made a proposal to Cornell for a contract for services to develop the program for one year.  There was a public hearing on the proposed Open Burning changes to the Sanitary Code on 9/7 in Lansing, where most comments were in favor.  Another public hearing will be held in Danby on 9/19.  A Dryden resident obtained a building permit for an 85’ tall, 900 w wind generator, but now the code enforcement officer says it has to come down because it is not mentioned in building codes.  Steve and Kenny Christianson plan to attend the NYSAEMC annual conference on October 8 – 9 – 10.  Kathy Wilsea will send e-mail reminders to members who need to reapply for appointment.

Member Items – Steve Uzmann reminded members about the Inlet cleanup that is in the News.  Karen Edelstein said there is also a cleanup 9/17 at Salt Point in Lansing.  A Department of State grant has been applied for and the funding would go for ecological preservation and include management of that 20-acre parcel.  Larry Sharpsteen added that the Town of Lansing is taking over that parcel.  They expect to restrict traffic, have a strict carry in-carry out rule, and continue access for hunting and fishing.  They are currently discussing a gate system and handicap access.  Scott Doyle said he is planning an Adopt-A-Highway cleanup for 10/15 by the airport.  Dooley Kiefer said the Facilities & Infrastructure Committee has recommended a resolution to the Legislature to thank Dan Karig for groundwater testing at the Hillview Road Landfill.  She is hoping the information will become available for us to examine.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 12, 2005

