Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 13, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, David Lessinger, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Cindy Schulte, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Larry Sharpsteen,

	Absent:
	Bob Roe, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer, Danny Pearlstein, Mikel Shakarjian

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea

	Guests:
	David Lieb (CU Public Information), Bill Stebbins (CU TMS Admin)


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:32 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no visitors who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor
Changes to the Agenda --  John Dennis will give a municipal report for the Village of Lansing.   

Approval of Minutes --  Draft minutes of 5/11 and 6/8/2005 were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Presentation – Cornell University’s Transportation and Demand Management System and Transportation-Focused Generic Environmental Impact Statement:  David Lieb (Public Information), and Bill Stebbins (Transportation Management) were present for discussion of Cornell University transportation issues.  The Transportation Environmental Impact Statement will evaluate needs and plan for the next ten years.  The Town of Ithaca is expected to be the lead agency, as most commuters need to travel through the Town to arrive at campus.  The TEIS will involve all surrounding communities and NYS Department of Transportation.  A handout was provided, with the last pages devoted to frequently asked questions about the EIS.  The handout also contained implementation and program descriptions for transportation demand management.  CU wants to keep moving their community out of single occupancy vehicles.  The campus had 10,000 parking spaces in 1990 when it was decided to mitigate demand rather than build more parking.  Since 1990, they have stayed near that number by only building new parking when an existing lot was lost to a building project.  Bill and David were both part of the original 1990 team.  Ongoing objectives include having a walkable campus, reducing demands on infrastructure, and engaging in aggressive demand management.  Disincentives include moving toward market-priced parking, reducing the number of no-fee spaces, introducing tier-based fees, and providing for annual fee increases.  Incentives for faculty & staff include OmniRide transit program, RideShare reduced cost passes, Occasional Parker passes, and support services for emergencies and occasional needs.  Faculty/staff parking passes range from $300 to 600 per year, student parking passes are $600.  None of these fees actually cover CU costs.  Student transit passes are $220.  CU and ITCTC are working together for more Park & Ride from City lots.  CU worked with the City to develop the neighborhood permit system now used in the Belle Sherman area.  OmniRiders get 30 one-day passes and rides for emergencies.  More one-day permits can be purchased.  Ride Sharers have some reserved spaces & rebates.  Last year 15-20 permits were for four persons per vehicle; most are for two persons per vehicle.  There are also Occasional Parker permits.  CU allows a rebate on parking passes for firefighters and EMTs so they can park near workplaces in order to quickly respond to emergencies.  Among faculty & staff, 49.4% park at no cost by using free parking, some with shuttle service; 40.9% pay full fee; and 9.7% participate in OmniRide or RideShare.  Students are discouraged from bringing cars to campus.  The campus actively promotes student options such as OmniRide or the PlusPass package.  In fall of 2004, only 191 (of 3,500) freshmen purchased parking passes.  Among students, 89% get no permit, 5% get resident parking passes, 3% are commuters, and 3% use PlusPass for free parking and shuttle service.  The University has had the Student OmniRide program since 1993.  32% of students purchase transit passes.  The University also has a group examining needs of walkers & bikers.  Technically bikes are vehicles and belong on the roads, and CU puts in bike lanes if possible when they are rehabbing roads.  They are reviewing a Zip Car proposal for making cars available to students for occasional use.  Herb Engman pointed out there is no agreement yet on the transportation study, as the Town Board hasn’t reviewed or acted on any proposal.  Bill said there has been a feasibility study for adding a level to the Dryden Road garage, but CU wants to avoid building.  Bedrock prevents most ideas for building parking under buildings.  Steve Nicholson suggested getting Kyoto Now! to help develop positive language for getting students to not bring cars to campus and getting them to think

about the reasons for making these decisions.  Bill said CU has looked at using some smaller transit vehicles, and is currently researching double reticulated vehicles.  Blue Light escort service is available for persons who feel unsafe on campus.  

Member Item:  Danny Pearlstein reported that CU has decided to attempt to go ahead with construction of the parking lot at Redbud Woods.  The faculty feels burned, especially because police presence was going in while President Rawlings was making the announcement.  Danny feels staff, students and faculty might still be able to come to terms if administration would allow discussion.    

Resolution No. 2-2005:  Model Wind Tower Ordinance – Kenny Christianson started discussion for the resolution presented by the Energy Committee.  At NYSAEMC meeting in 2003 in Buffalo, a NYSERDA speaker mentioned the lack of zoning laws that would allow and encourage renewable energy.  Alyssa Sandoval and Heather Filiberto worked from existing legislation from other communities to develop this draft.  The goal is to distribute it to municipalities so they can begin considering the components.  There was discussion on how to define commercial wind towers and who is controlled by these ordinances.  Suggestions should be emailed to Kenny Christianson, and this will be on the Sept. agenda.  

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather Filiberto announced the EMC Annual Report is in the mail folder.  There is no August EMC meeting.  Recruiting for new and renewing members will begin in September.  Expiring At-Large seats are:  Yonkin, Doyle, Miller, Stewart & Khanna.  Expiring municipal seats are: towns of Caroline, Danby, Newfield, and Ulysses; and the Village of Dryden.  Vacant municipal seats are:  towns of Dryden, Groton, Enfield, and Ithaca: villages of Groton, Cayuga Heights, Freeville, and Trumansburg.  Heather attended DEC Lobby Day with Mikel Shakarjian, Steve Nicholson, and Cindy Schulte.  ERC will be reviewing the scope of the Airport obstruction project.  Heather was presented with a card & baby shirt from EMC members.  

Municipal Reports – Town of Ulysses:  David Lessinger reported that the Planning Board is looking at extending the water district and business zones.  Generally, they are examining subdivision of ag lands for residential purposes.  There is a six-month moratorium on subdividing while this is examined. The current proposed change would allow farmers to sell one acre with 150 feet of roadfrontage or two acres with 200 feet of roadfrontage.  They are trying to leave options for farmers who need income in their retirement.  They are also dealing with stormwater abatement and control.  He invited member comments on the subdivision struggle.  John Dennis said in western Virginia, some subdivisions were limited to one house per 50 acres, and it produced a big change on the value of farmland.  Herb Engman said the Town of Ithaca has also examined this, and found better development and driveways by allowing clustering.  Information is available from the American Farmland Trust.  Joyce Gerbasi said the Town of Dryden Comprehensive Plan is up for final vote tomorrow.  They set up a committee of farmers to help with the details.  They found that ag loans are not available to farmers if the value of their land is reduced too far.  Village of Lansing:  John Dennis provided a handout of the studies the Village has undertaken since their incorporation in 1974.  Their draft Comprehensive Plan is on their website: vlansing.org.  A sewer committee was formed in 12/2004 to plan the route for the intermunicipal sewer project, and construction of the Kline Road bypass has begun.  The moratorium on sewer systems is impacting housing development.  A gated community is being built in the Village, and they are working out access for emergency vehicles.  The Village is finding that they have little opportunity to affect landscaping or improvements for the malls, which are private land, unless the owners approach the Village for a variance.
Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson announced the EMC website is up and running.  A round of applause went to the Website Committee for their outstanding work.  Following the 6/14 EMC meeting on Redbud Woods, Steve was part of a group that met with Cornell administration, voiced concerns, and sought a moratorium.  Steve will report further on the DEC Lobby Day in the EMC News.  The NYSAEMC annual conference will be October 8-10 at White Eagle Conference Center in Hamilton, NY.  Theme is Wind & Water.  Mikel Shakarjian, President of NYSAEMC, said they still seek information for speakers and people to invite.  They will open with a sharing program, with participants explaining activities and plans.  Volunteers are still needed for the event. 

Member Items – Joyce Gerbasi said the Town of Dryden has been seeking someone to fill the EMC seat, but it is supposed to be a member of the Conservation Board and no one has time.  Steve Nicholson said an exception can be made.  Cindy Schulte asked if the EMC is interested in addressing a ban of rifle hunting for deer, as is being discussed in Tioga County.  Scott Doyle is planning another highway cleanup.  He will make sure members are notified of the date.  Neha Khanna announced she will miss the October meeting, and asked that copies of any handouts be saved for her.  Dooley Kiefer reported that the Legislature’s Facilities & Infrastructure Committee learned that the FAA requires an environmental assessment for the Airport project.  The consultant proposal is very expensive.
Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 14, 2005

