Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 8, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, David Lessinger, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Gary Stewart, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Absent:
	Kathy Luz Herrera, Bob Roe

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea

	
	


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:35 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no visitors who wished to speak.
Changes to the Agenda – There were no changes to the agenda.  

Approval of Minutes – The minutes were not addressed due to lack of a quorum.

Municipal Reports – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported the Planning Board has completed the visions and goals portion of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and have conducted public meetings in Brooktondale and Speedsville.  A public meeting is coming up in Slaterville Springs.  Steve served on the Open Space & Natural Areas committee, and they hope to develop legal protections for UNAs.  A public information meeting was held regarding the Town’s intention to buy the Midnight Sun property next to Town Hall.  Fuel tanks were removed in the 60s and 80s, and the property has no water or septic.  Negotiations continue, with brownfields remediation a possibility.  Gary Stewart suggested the Town explain their environmental projects to students at Caroline Elementary School, as it is a great education opportunity.  

Report from the Website Committee – Keith Epstein provided a preview of the new EMC website.  He noted everything is still in draft format, and the committee welcomes comments.  It is directed to an audience of County Legislators, the public, and EMC members.  It is on-line now at a temporary location:  www.ludgatefarms.com/emc.  The search mechanism is not active yet.  Heather Filiberto said Ed Marx, the Planning Commissioner, has agreed that basic updates can be done by TCPD staff, and that will occur regularly.  Heather was pleased that all committee members contributed.  Keith said they hope to finalize the site in the next couple weeks.  The final address will be http://www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Municipal Reports (continued) – City of Ithaca:  Glynn Bebee handed out a list of press coverage on environmental concerns in the City.  He has been wondering how EMC can engage the community more – maybe meeting announcements in the Ithaca Journal.  Kathy Wilsea will check to see if EMC agendas are directed to a particular staff person at the Journal.  Discussion ensued about providing information to the public, engaging the public, and providing information/articles/op-eds to the press.  Herb Engman and Dooley Kiefer pointed out that members of the public who are unaware of our advisory board role might expect EMC to resolve their issues.  Gary Stewart suggested getting positive stories into the press and playing up EMC’s 35th anniversary next year, perhaps with help from Wendy Skinner.  Gary attends joint meetings of the neighborhood organizations and is willing to share brief information with them.  

Virtual Tour of Solar Homes – Steve Nicholson shared his PowerPoint slide show that he prepared for the celebration of the solar installation at McGraw school.  The next solar tour will be October 1, 2005.  Last year 13 homes participated, and they hope for 20 this year.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that the Open Burning public meeting on 5/19 was very successful.  The Board of Health will meet 6/14 at noon in Biggs B.  Heather has heard BOH might ask EMC to recommend enforcement methods – fines, warnings, etc.  Once the BOH passes the amendment to the Sanitary Code, they will need to conduct a public hearing, and send the change to NYS Dept. of Health.  Steve would like a good presence at the 6/14 meeting, and feels that might be helpful in getting the public meeting established quickly and getting this all accomplished in 2005.  Steve attended the US Green Building Council summit 5/24, where the UNA and Cities for Climate Protection displays were well received.  Organizers of the summit expect to develop a website with a calendar of events.  According to Rick Fedrizzi, President of USGBC, green schools have test scores 20% above the norm, and patients in green hospitals typically have a stay that is two days shorter than average.  He spoke at the McGraw School solar installation celebration, where about 50 people attended.  He will speak at the solar installation celebration 6/18 at the Alternatives Community School in Ithaca.  EMC had a table at the Ithaca Festival’s Sustainability Fair on Sunday and displayed Cities for Climate Protection information and wind maps.  The fan powered by the solar panel was very popular.  They sold about 10 baskets and 13 canvas bags.  The wind group organizing at Ithaca College has met twice, and they are supporting EcoVillage’s plans for a wind installation.  

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto said NYSAEMC is again scheduling an annual update day at DEC, which will be 6/27.  EMCs and CACs can give presentations in Albany at this event.  Steve will be attending.  Cindy Schulte and Heather will be going in a County car, and other members interested in going should contact Heather.  NYS draft legislation on open burning has been amended this year to exempt agriculture waste, which matches our recommendation to the County, but our Open Burning Committee members are too busy working on our own ban to give much support right now on the State level.  In past years the Farm Bureau has opposed efforts to enact a ban, and rural assembly members and senators were not willing to support draft legislation.  The Planning Advisory Board has indicated interest in being involved with education efforts on wind energy.  Heather is trying to obtain Cornell’s wind study data in GIS format.  Kathy Wilsea presented Keith Epstein with a mini-market basket to commemorate his participation in the Ithaca Festival parade, carrying an EMC market basket while riding a unicycle.

Legislature Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer reported for Kathy Luz Herrera.  The County has received a federal Purchase of Development Rights grant for the Howser Farm in Lansing.  This will work in conjunction with the NYS grant.  

Member Items – Danny Pearlstein reported that the Red Bud Woods Working Group remains active in opposing the building of a parking lot at Cornell Univ.  Due to unclear information provided to workers, some trees were cut indiscriminately.  There was coverage in the New York Times.  Police must secure the area before paving can proceed, and the Working Group has made arrangements that would need excessive force for removal of the students from the area.  Roger Yonkin reported that the Emerson contamination on South Hill is much worse than is being represented in the news.  Keith Epstein announced that canvas bags have arrived to be sold as part of our market basket initiative to reduce use of grocery bags.  They also sell for $8 each.  Kenny Christianson announced the Energy Committee will meet 6/13 with guests Gay Nicholson and Alyssa Sandoval.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 13, 2005

