Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

May 11, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Scott Doyle, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Cindy Schulte, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Gary Stewart

	Absent:
	John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer, Jeni Wightman

	Staff:
	Kathy Wilsea

	Guest:
	Donald Hassig, Director, Cancer Action NY; Michael Miles; Dan Winch, County Legislature


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.  He introduced and welcomed our newest member, David Lessinger, from the Town of Ulysses.

Privilege of the Floor –  Dan Winch, as a member of the Legislature and the Board of Health, complimented the EMC on helping to shepherd the changes proposed for the Sanitary Code to ban open burning.  He hopes BOH will vote in June.  He appreciates all Heather Filiberto has done to provide information and speakers.  John Andersson of Environmental Health is working on the changes requested by BOH members.  Disposal of agriculture plastics is excluded from this writing, but people keep bringing up the issue.  Since Dan is not running for his Legislature seat again, Steve Uzmann said he will be missed, and Steve Nicholson thanked him for his involvement and support.

Changes to the Agenda --  A discussion on meeting space will be added to the agenda. 

Presentation – Three Pollutant Cancer Risk Factors:  Dioxin, Arsenic in Pressure Treated Wood, and Diesel Engine Exhaust – Don Hassig was introduced.  He said Cancer Action NY sees ways we can reduce cancer risks and educate the public.  Members received excerpts from the “Cancer Prevention” book, which is a draft EPA report with findings by EPA, Institute of Medicine, and environmental groups.  He strongly feels it is time to use science to reduce cancer.  EPA says open burning is now the largest single source of dioxin releases into the environment.  Open burning is a large education issue, and he noted an example of a reduction that would not be appropriate for an education campaign is enforcement of industrial limits.  An international symposium on dioxin in Germany last year announced there is no decrease in dioxin levels in milk, but there are measurable decreases in the environment.  There are compelling recommendations for girls and women to reduce intake of dioxin in order to protect from endocrine disruption.  Science cannot prove any particular contaminant causes specific cancer, but risk is clear and should be a topic of education.  EPA could reduce dioxin in three ways: ban open burning, enforce industry standards, and educate the public.  Don hopes the EPA dioxin reassessment will be finalized in 2006 so EPA will enter the hearings and strategy development stages.  Dioxins affect cells, not genetic material, thus they are “promoters” of cancer in humans and other species.  The EPA assessment does not include any examination of in utero exposure.  Other societies don’t have as many fat-related cancers as the US.  Dioxin is better understood than other contaminants produced by open burning, but is one of many reasons to eliminate burn barrels.  A guest asked if organically raised dairy products have less dioxin, and Don said no, because there is no protection against particulates settling on the animals’ food source.

Regarding Diesel exhaust, Don is happy to report that some buses burn other fuel now.  Diesel exhaust contains minute measures of dioxin, but the other byproducts of combustion are also dangerous.  EPA health assessment of Diesel exhaust reported ambient levels pose significant cancer risk.  NYS Department of Health website doesn’t mention any risk from Diesel exhaust, but there is a California document in the handout relative to it.  

Although arsenic based pressure-treated lumber was withdrawn from the market recently, it was used in many playgrounds and parks.  A California study led to that state’s decision not to post risk notices at playgrounds, but the cancer risk increases to 2 per 10,000 from arsenic.  Studies have been conducted on play/hand/mouth transmission.  Don feels the public deserves signage on cancer risks.

An education program on open burning is a great way to get the public interested.  CANY has been lobbying NYS Legislature, counties and towns to ban open burning or provide education programs.  A ban is not effective unless it is enforced with the intent to eliminate.  Education programs work in communities, but a combination is best.  Although Minnesota has had a ban since the 1960s, a recent survey of rural residents found almost 30% still burn, so it is clearly not enforced.  Annually in NY, the Assembly passes a bill to ban, but the Senate does not, which Don attributed to opposition by the Farm Bureau.  Don would like to see funds for enforcement and education, which are not in the bills.  As a means of preventing cancer, a ban could lead to lower county self-insurance and Medicaid costs.  We need to use our science knowledge to reduce exposure.  Don is a resident of St. Lawrence County and they are still examining a ban.  He hopes they will institute a ban because they have a large dairy industry.  Vermont has a state-wide ban enforced by their state environmental agency.  

Steve Uzmann said there is a lack of incentive for rural residents in Tompkins County to quit.  Some feel stopping burning would mean adding to the waste stream.  Also, they would have the hassle of transporting waste to the Solid Waste facility or paying for trash tags.  Don said Maine put all waste disposal in the tax base.  The senator for Don’s district has brokered an agreement so dairy farmers can take ag plastics to tipping stations with no fee.  Steve Nicholson said T C Solid Waste says T C taxpayers would make more money if they recycle ag plastics.  Don pointed out that commercial incineration is a much cleaner process than open burning, so getting ag plastics to tipping stations is better even if they don’t get recycled.  Don likes the idea of amending the Sanitary Code, and mentioned there is not enough involvement of the health side of government in resolving pollution problems.  Dooley Kiefer pointed out not all counties have county-level health departments, and Don concurred, saying some only have state-level controls or exist without environmental health divisions.  Whether dioxins are particulate or gaseous depends on temperature.  They are present in our environment from decades of burning, and from offgasing from contaminated soil.  The Institutes of Medicine recommend three things: farmers quit feeding animals rendered fats, stop open burning, and enforce industrial standards.

Meeting Space – Kathy Wilsea explained that we need to make a change in our meeting time or meeting space.  EMC may continue to meet at the Transit Center if they meet 6:30 to 8:30.  Otherwise, the only free place she has found available is the Old Jail Conference Room, which has poor acoustics and layout.  Steve Nicholson asked how many people could still make a 6:30 meeting.  It was agreed to meet at 6:30 for the next few months while Kathy continues to search for alternatives.

Approval of Minutes --  Steve Uzmann and Neha Khanna submitted changes to the draft minutes, which were then accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson will attend a US Green Council meeting 5/24, and is taking the UNA and Cities for Climate Protection displays.  He was invited to speak at the McGraw School solar installation celebration.  EMC recommended associate member Dooley Kiefer for the Richard Fischer award of the Town of Ithaca, and Steve provided a copy of the nomination to Dooley.  Steve read a note from Gary Stewart that said Gary is willing to be a contact for information on Cornell University if any EMC members seek info.  The public meeting on open burning will be 5/19.  Steve distributed flyers for members to post, and encouraged that they be posted in rural areas.  EMC has received an invitation from GIAC to speak during June for Environmental Awareness Month, and Steve will speak at the program.  EMC will have a table at the Ithaca Festival on 6/5, and we still need volunteers for coverage.  We are planning to participate in the parade, too, with canvas bags & baskets being toted.  Sustainable Tompkins is helping with the bagless shopping project, and has offered an instructor for a drill team for the parade.  Jeni wondered if we could have a way to explain how much dioxin and heavy metals are not being emitted by the replacement of fossil electricity with wind.  This would connect last month’s discussion on wind with this month’s discussion on endocrine disruption and cancer prevention.  Steve said an Ithaca College faculty member has formed Windy People to pursue development of and education on wind energy.

Member Items – Joyce Gerbasi said on 5/19 at 4:30 PM at Health & Human Services, a consultant will give a report on three watershed assessments that have been completed.  Also, Jack Bush of Town of Dryden Highway Dept. is working with Madison Wright to identify Japanese knotweed presence along their roads.  The staff is finding it interesting and they readily contribute.  She recommended that other towns also work with Madison.  Steve Uzmann reported that 1 plastic bag weighs 6 grams, and one market basket weighs 660 grams, so once a shopper has saved 110 bags he breaks even on the use of plastic.  Scott Doyle thanked members who contributed to the highway cleanup recently.  Kenny Christianson said the Energy Committee is concerned about the terminated CU wind study.  He suggested the EMC Chair send a letter to CU re our disappointment that they terminated the study at this time.  Moved by Kenny, seconded by Dooley, and passed by majority voice vote.  On 6/13, the Energy Committee will meet with Cooperative Extension staff about coordinating efforts.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 13, 2005

