Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 13, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Keith Epstein, Herb Engman, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer, Danny Pearlstein, Tania Schusler, Mikel Shakarjian, Jeni Wightman

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Ed Marx, Bob Nicholas (Airport), Kathy Wilsea

	Guests:
	Jim Adams, Howard Evans, Joel Harlan, Lanny Joyce, Mike Lane, Buzz Levine, Linda Levine, John Semmler


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.  He invited visitors to consider applying for the vacant Town of Dryden EMC seat.

Privilege of the Floor –  Joel Harlan (Newfield) said he expects Cornell to build wind towers, no matter what kind of opposition arises.  He said CU should give a fair share of the power to the community, like they share Lake Source Cooling with Ithaca High School.  He would like the city and county to benefit from this idea, too.  Linda Levine (Dryden) said she lives near Mount Pleasant, which is a beautiful and quiet area, and she thinks this is not a good place to put wind turbines.  Environmentally, it would be a crime to use this spot.  She felt the photo in today’s Ithaca Journal with a cow in front of wind turbines was inappropriate and insulting in the scale it showed.  Buzz Levine (Dryden) said he is a retired planner and energy analyst.  The financial incentive mentioned in developing local wind power is not related to the greater economy.  Energy analysis is yet to be done.  While he has been learning about the issue, evidence has become more and more negative about it.  Any tax subsidies aid owners/operators, not society.  The systems are not as productive as manufacturers claim, and are not as good at producing net energy as some other technology.  John Semmler (Dryden) said his property is surrounded by the proposed site on Mount Pleasant land.  While considering wind energy for his own property, he visited Fenner wind farm, and was very discouraged.  Equipment is large.  It has noise from rotors, generators, screeching motors that turn the blades to face the wind, and the brakes that engage when the wind is too fast.  The proposed site would be very close to his home.  Howard Evans (Dryden) said he lives on Turkey Hill Road.  He has heard of blades falling off towers.  He is concerned about noise.  Heather Filiberto introduced Alyssa Sandoval, who will be working with EMC, ERC and the Energy Committee as a consultant, developing sample wind tower ordinances for municipalities.

Changes to the Agenda & Approval of Minutes --  There were no changes to the agenda.  Dooley Kiefer and Steve Uzmann submitted changes to the draft minutes, which were then accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Muncipal Reports –  Town of Lansing:  Larry Sharpsteen said the Planning Board is completing their review of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  There will be a series of public meetings as part of the adoption process.  The Planning Board has requested lead agency status for the Cayuga Lake Waterfront Plan.  Town of Danby update:  Bob Roe announced he has received a new draft policy for use of All Terrain Vehicles on State land.  A public meeting will be held May 5 at the State Fairgrounds, 5 to 8 PM, in the Martha Eddy room.  Heather Filiberto said this was discussed at ERC, and she can provide information on the website link for the document.  The State is accepting written comments by 5/26.  It is on the next ERC agenda.    

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that Steve Uzmann and he spoke at the League of Women Voters meeting 4/11 on Lake Source Cooling.  He attended the community meeting in Varna about the Cornell wind study, which was attended by 75 to 100 community members and facilitated by Gary Stewart.  Most speakers were against the project.  EMC will have displays on back yard burning and renewable energy at the Earth Day celebration 4/24 at the Farmers Market.  Steve has been invited to the first Green Leaders Summit on 5/17, which has goals of identifying organizations, coordinating efforts, and developing a directory and calendar.  He will take the display on renewable energy and UNA information.  The renewable energy display will also be in use at the sustainability fair of the Ithaca Festival on June 5.  The new organizer wants this to be the centerpiece of the festival on a long-term basis.  

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather Filiberto reported Cornell Plantations is having a problem with deer eating their plant collection.  They have tried repellants and plastic mesh, which were both expensive but not effective.  They need to preserve their collections and propose to keep the deer out by fencing the 150-acre Arboretum.  Any members who want more information and/or have ideas to share can contact Heather, or phone Don Rakow at 255-6139.  Bob Roe and Larry Sharpsteen warned that chronic wasting disease is present in deer in New York State.  The mail folder has information from Cooperative Extension on gas exploration and leasing.  ERC researched this in 2001 and 2002, and developed sample leases.  The CCE brochure provides some good information for landowners, but she did not see a recommendation that leases have land remediation clauses.  The sample leases developed by ERC and the County Attorney are available to the public.  Bob Roe has all three volumes of the DEC Oversight Plan for Mineral, Oil and Gas Storage, in case anyone wants to borrow it.  EMC committees are meeting, except UNA and Education.  Members of these committees should let her know who is serving as chair.  In May, EMC will have Dan Hassig speak about dioxin, arsenic in pressure treated wood, and diesel engine exhaust.  We need discuss meeting space, as there are some issues about continuing to meet at the Transit Center.  Heather and David are expecting a baby in August, and EMC members offered congratulations.

Member Items – Larry Sharpsteen mentioned the CCA (copper-cyanide-arsenic) treatment previously used in pressure-treated lumber has been phased out voluntarily and has been replaced by a chrome-based treatment, so now there are concerns about heavy metals.  Steve Uzmann passed around the Golden Hard Hat and explained how members could earn this award for themselves by participating in the highway cleanup.  He also has a few more market baskets available, which EMC members can use instead of receiving paper or plastic bags when they shop.  Jeni Wightman has been researching hay-burning stoves, and is willing to share literature on the topic.  Ashley Miller went to Albany yesterday and reported that house and senate bills of interest are (1) NYS ban on aesthetic use of pesticides, (2) NYS requirement of precautionary principle when reviewing issues regarding health or the environment, (3) Safe/Sustainable Procurement Act to minimize adverse health impacts, and (4) the Environmental Health Tracking Act to gather data on health and the environment to track diseases.  Neha Khanna has a graduate student at SUNY Binghamton who is halfway to his fundraising goal for Save the Wild Salmon.  She has information sheets available.  Scott Doyle reminded members about the highway cleanup scheduled for this Saturday, 9 AM.  Danny Pearlstein announced that the NYS Supreme Court has sided with Cornell on the Redbud Woods parking lot, and the student group is stepping up efforts to get CU to drop the plan.

Cornell Wind Study Presentation & Discussion – Steve Nicholson introduced Lanny Joyce, Manager of Engineering, Planning, and Energy Management for Cornell University.  Lanny said his job involves examining supply and use of energy.  Over the past 30 years, CU has had significant success with innovation and conservation.  The students group Kyoto Now! wanted CU to examine carbon dioxide emissions, and the university agreed to strive toward the Kyoto goal.  This has raised social awareness on campus.  They are increasing energy conservation projects through maintenance and retrofitting as well as design of new buildings, and will continue as long as it is cost effective.  The students encouraged purchase of wind credits, but CU found that to be expensive.  The students created their own endowment for solar panels on one building and asked CU to examine the possibility of developing its own wind resources.  Within a 15-mile radius, several possibilities were found on Dawes Hill, Connecticut Hill, Yellow Barn, and Mount Pleasant.  Outside of that radius, Arnot Forest was also considered.  Since CU owns property that is mostly de-treed and used for agriculture research on Mount Pleasant, they began there.  Issues under examination are impact on neighbors, birds, interference with WHCU radio, airport approach path, and the County emergency radio system tower.  No sites were eliminated when first examined.  Wind energy is in its early stages in the United States, but heavily adopted around the world.  Cornell is receiving praise and criticism for approaching wind energy, and he is glad to dialog on the issue.   

NYSERDA maps were displayed on the wall to show topography and wind speeds.  Most turbines in the class under consideration are about 400 feet tall.  The Lab of Ornithology wants to conduct bioacoustic studies instead of radar for bird and bat impacts.  Radar is very expensive, which is a deterrent for small projects.  Bioacoustic studies use three location microphones, but only work in the daytime with birdcalls.  It is a non-standard method, but might advance the science for siting towers.  Noise and visual impacts were mentioned most at the Varna meeting last week.  Federal and NYS governments are encouraging growth of wind energy, and by 2010 wind energy usage is expected to increase from 18% to 25% in New York State.  

Steve Nicholson has toured Fenner twice.  The Town supervisor conducted one tour, and mentioned they are learning as they proceed.  Although Fenner has 20 towers, none of them are on the windiest sites in the Town.  Lanny said the Town of Fenner and their school district receive some income from leasing property to the wind farm.  Typically, landowners receive $5,000 per year for a standard lease agreement.  Any mechanical devise produces noise, and infrasonic noise was a problem with early technology.  A British study is available at WEA.org.  Three-blade upwind technology is better than the prior two-blade downwind.  Cindy Schulte said CU should be more concerned about neighbors than animals, and urged that the human factor be taken into consideration.  Lanny said CU is also looking at other alternatives for heat generation, and watching how they buy electricity because a combination of technologies will achieve their goals.  CU is doing its own analysis on low frequency noise, and Lanny is not aware of any health consequences.  Manufacturers claim noise is not an issue now, and there is no measurable noise beyond a small distance.  Regarding effects on property values, he will provide information on the Renewable Energy Project report, which showed impacts on real estate values.  Mount Pleasant is 5 miles from campus, and CU will be examining whether to tie into the grid or connect directly to the campus if the site is chosen.  There are different economic streams as well as different environmental impacts.  Preference on campus seems to be not to tie into the grid.  

There is no timeframe for this study, they are proceeding carefully and want information from the community.  They had hoped to do a wind resource study this year, using a tower under 200 feet tall in the area by the radio tower, but it is difficult to design a test tower that doesn’t interfere with WHCU signals.  They expect to collect data for 1 to 2 years.  He was unable to relate the anticipated amount of electricity production to total Tompkins County usage, but will assemble information on how much nuclear power, heavy metal emissions, dioxin, and greenhouse gas emissions could be reduced by switching to partial wind use.  Lanny said Fenner residences closest to the wind towers are 800-1000 feet away, and he has heard positive feedback.  The Lab of Ornithology is trying to find standardize bird studies.  Parameters are being assembled by DEC & US Fish & Wildlife for a combination of field work and technology.  LO is willing to do the fieldwork because this is information they want to know.  This study probably wouldn’t be adequate for the permit process.  View, noise, shadow flicker and cost analysis are the other continuing items for examination.  

A guest asked if CU could use Cascadilla Creek for hydroelectric power, and Lanny responded that Cascadilla is not large enough to be feasible.  Fall Creek produces 40% of the water that goes into Cayuga Lake, so it is the largest creek, but its NYS designation as a Recreational River prevents further hydroelectric development.  Mike Lane said Tompkins-Cortland Community College has also considered use of wind power, but mentioned their site too late to be considered in CU’s examination process. He shares the concerns of residents about the inappropriateness of Mount Pleasant.  A guest mentioned Denmark uses a lot of wind power, but currently has a moratorium on wind development.  During surveys of residents in areas with wind towers, he urged identifying those who benefit financially from the situation.  Joel Harlan said he sees big problems obtaining energy in the future, and we need future sources.  We need cheaper ways to obtain energy because the cost of living is too high.  When asked about cost, Lanny said one turbine costs about $1.5 million, installed.  If the current study is shelved, Lanny is not sure if CU will look at less populated areas.  Originally, they wanted to be near campus.  Danny Pearlstein asked about compensating neighbors, and Lanny said it is typical in the industry.  At Fenner, the community benefits financially because the school district receives site rent.  A guest asked what information is available on audible noise, especially on development of children.  Lanny said up to a certain distance, noise can be heard from the turbines.  The turbines don’t run until the wind is blowing about 8 mph, the turbine becomes audible at 12-14 mph, and then the sound is masked by the wind at over 15 mph.  They shut down if wind is too strong.  Analysis must be site-specific.  Blades move one degree per minute.  If equipment is working right, it should not be audible.  He is not aware of any ill health effects of noise.  A guest said this is a huge investment in experimental technology, and asked how close to residences have these been built.  Lanny said 450 feet is the closest he has heard.  At Fenner, some are 600 feet from a residence in areas where site rent is paid.  CU is considering building up to 8 units.  John Semmler said under the proposed NYS Precautionary Principle, the burden of proof that there is no adverse effect is up to the developer.  The neighborhood coalition has information that is not from manufacturers.  Some property values have been raised in other areas by income from site rent.  Neha Khanna mentioned that the Center for Environmental Policy at Bard College is undertaking a study on the effects of commercial grade wind farms on property values in New York state.  One guest said he read of people who objected to noise from a wind tower and it was found to be in need of repair.  Lanny pointed out CU is not an out-of-town business, and can be expected to respond to malfunction complaints.  Each tower has a life expectancy of 25 years, after which they would be repowered with new blades and other equipment.  John Dennis asked about mitigation efforts to protect birds and bats.  Lanny said turning rotors off at night might stop interfering with bat migrations.  Dan Lamb would like to see the issue examined and pursued, and speculated it may take a community-wide effort to get this going.  He urged that CU work with the County.  Dan feels current energy use is not sustainable and we need research into alternatives.

Steve Nicholson thanked Lanny for joining the meeting tonight.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 11, 2005

