Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

February 9, 2005

Present:
Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Keith Epstein, Herb Engman, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Cindy Schulte, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

Excused:
Ashley Miller,

Absent:
Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer, Mikel Shakarjian

Staff:
Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea

Guests:  
Dan Roth (Cooperative Extension)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.

Privilege of the Floor –  Dan Roth distributed surveys from Cooperative Extension on options for purchasing renewable energy.  He will collect responses and provide information on data from other respondents later in the meeting.

Changes to the Agenda & Approval of Minutes --  Due to equipment problems, agenda items were taken out of order.  Dan Roth will be given an opportunity to discuss survey results.  Corrections were submitted for the draft minutes of January 12, and they were accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/planning.

Introductions – All members identified themselves and provided some information on their interests.

Survey – Members submitted their surveys to Dan Roth.  Dan said Cooperative Extension previously distributed 100 surveys and received 25 responses.  44% of the respondents are interested in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  18% are willing to pay $100 more annually for 100% renewable energy.  30% are willing to pay $100 more annually for 100% renewable energy if this money went to regional and local energy producers.   

Muncipal Report – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported that the Caroline Planning Board and Town Board both endorsed the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning Board is working toward a Comprehensive Plan with three committees:  Open Space/Environmental Protection, Farms/Small Businesses, and Housing.  Steve served on the Open Space/Environmental Protection committee, and their report noted there are over 7,400 acres of protected land in the Town, they hope to protect the Unique Natural Areas in the Town and provide education to property owners about UNAs, and identify sites suitable for preservation.  Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton secured $70,000 for the Barile streambank project.  The aquifer study wells on Harford Road and at the school will be drilled soon.  Town operations will use 100% wind power, and the Town has received donations to cover additional costs for two years.  He pointed out there is an article in the Ithaca Times about the Museum of the Earth making a commitment to purchase 100% wind power.

Topics in Environmental Economics – EMC member Neha Khanna explained her background in climate change (topic of her Ph.D. thesis), world oil, environmental Kuznets curve, community & environment, and other environmental economics.  She has a particular interest in the relationship of environmental degradation and environmental improvement to economic growth.  She spoke further on the topic of Persian Gulf oil, its role in arms trading, price levels, and the cycle of violence resulting from U S support of autocratic governments in the southern Persian Gulf.  [PowerPoint graphics and related articles are available on Neha’s website: http://bingweb.binghamton.edu/~nkhanna/]

Municipal Report – City of Ithaca:  Glynn Bebee provided copies of items that have been in the news recently concerning the City.  The Environmental Management Council was influential in getting passage of the City’s resolution opposing reduction of monitoring sites for Lake Source Cooling.  Sustainable Tompkins is exploring creating a “green” community in South West Park.  Mayor Peterson is responsive to Conservation Advisory Council topics.  Glynn has a copy of the long EAF for Cornell University’s Life Sciences Building and members are welcome to borrow that. 

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that the Sustainable Tompkins workshop on 2/4 was very successful.  He will be the Governance Chair for Sustainable Tompkins in 2005.  An Earth Day planning meeting will be held 2/16 at T C Solid Waste.  NYS Association of EMCs had a board meeting on 2/2.  Their annual conference is set for October 8 & 9 at Hamilton, with water protection as the theme.  NYS Attorney General Elliot Spitzer will speak.  They seek volunteers to help organize the conference.  In a 1/13 meeting with the Farm Bureau on open burning, Steve and other EMC representatives received a lukewarm reception, although FB did pass a resolution that if Tompkins County bans open burning the law should include an agriculture exemption.  EMC will participate 2/28 at a League of Women Voters panel on Lake Source Cooling.  He noted the Ithaca Journal had a poll re LSC site changes.  Following the PDEQ meeting on 2/2, the Ithaca Journal said EMC members “peppered” Jim Adams with questions, so Steve proclaimed Steve Uzmann and John Dennis recipients of the Dr. Pepper Award.  

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather Filiberto said there are copies of EMC bylaws and communication guidelines in the mail folder.  She reminded members that EMC is an advisory board with obligations to advise and educate.  EMC is not an advocacy group.  She hopes EMC will retain the good relationship we currently have with the County Legislature.  Since the meeting was running late, she will share some other information by e-mail.

Member Items – Cindy Schulte announced the Health Department and Cayuga Lake Watershed Network are co-sponsoring well workshops and, for the first time, sewage system information meetings for residents.  Contact her for more information.  Kathy Wilsea announced the Water Resources Council meeting of 3/21 will be devoted to a panel discussion on LSC and asked how many people might be interested in attending, because the meeting may need to be moved to a larger room.  Steve Uzmann said the County Legislature will consider their LSC resolution, which originated in EMC, on 2/15.  John Dennis said Cliff Craft of DEC is knowlegable on zebra mussels, fish populations, and the Great Lakes.  Cliff is willing to speak to EMC.  Mark Whitmore agreed that Cliff would be a good speaker and has many of the same ideas that Mark hears at EMC meetings.  Dooley Kiefer reported the Board of Health had a presentation on open burning that was interesting and well received.  Heather said BOH tabled a recommendation for changes to the Health Code while they learn more on the topic.  The Open Burning Committee met, and the March EMC meeting will have information on open burning.  The County Legislature’s Health & Human Services, Facilities & Infrastructure, and PDEQ committees continue to discuss open burning.  Public Health Director Alice Cole and Environmental Health Director John Andersson don’t feel enforcement would be difficult.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on March 9, 2005

