Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 12, 2003

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Danny Pearlstein, Steve Uzmann 

Absent:
Karen Edelstein, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Barney Unsworth, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison), Susan Kerns Robinson

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Kenny Christianson III, David Filiberto, Mandy Kittelberger, Abigail Krich, Nancy Medsker, Cindy Seliger

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Steve Uzmann at approximately 7:11 p.m. He welcomed guests.  Potential new members provided some information about themselves.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.

Guest Speaker – Renewable energy projects and advocacy at Cornell University – Abigail Krich – Abby thanked EMC for taking her to the NYSAEMCs conference recently.  She said she is president of Kyoto Now! on campus, and has had an interest in renewable energy for several years.  When she had to set a major, she chose biological/environmental engineering because it was the only program with a renewable energy course, but more courses are developing at CU.  She also serves on the Solar Decathlon team, which competes in a national pool of 20 schools.  Each team must design a 800 square foot home totally dependent on solar energy, which is then scored in ten categories.  When developing the team, she was surprised that 70 to 80 students applied, and 65 are now on the team.  The team composition is about 40% engineering majors, 40% architecture majors, 10% business majors, and 10% other majors.  This is the first team to cross disciplines at CU.  Team members are going to area middle schools to work with classes and teach about renewable energy.  

Abby also organized the Cornell University Renewable Energy Society (CURES), to provide opportunities for students, faculty and staff to share their interests in renewable energy.  They try to have a lecture or event monthly.  Last month their speaker was Mitchell Jones from the Cape Wind project.  Last week David Org spoke.  He is the Director of Environmental Studies at Oberlin.  Next week Jacqueline Leary will speak.  She is the Director of InterSol.

Abby writes an opinion column for the Cornell Daily Sun.  Last year she took turns writing about energy and environmental issues, but this year they are doing a face-off format.  Currently Abby is writing about global warming, which the other student claims doesn’t exist.  She said the Outdoor Education program has a challenge course on Mount Pleasant in a location with no electricity or water.  Students are designing a stand-alone hybrid system to show the use of alternative energy with a wind turbine, solar panels, and composting toilets.  Former President Rawlings gave $1,000 to this project right before he left office.

The Kyoto Now! student group formed on campus just after the Bush administration pulled out of the Kyoto Protocol.  In April, 2001, Cornell became the first college to pledge to meet the Kyoto Protocol standards.  It was necessary to appoint a task team to monitor progress, which is slow.  There are now two new staff members devoted to preventive maintenance and increased efficiency of energy use.  A criticism she has of CU is that they aren’t sharing their successes, and she has heard that there is a perception that people don’t care, and also a feeling that these are steps that should be done anyway.  Information is available on the website www.utilities.cornell.edu (link to Kyoto Now!), including a fast facts sheet.  Labs are the largest energy users on campus, and LEED standards are not established for labs.  Abby did an energy study coop last year of campus labs.  Labs will be revamping for energy conservation.  Updated building standards have been established for new projects, and they are trying to push architects to examine energy conservation.  Kyoto Now! wants more energy conservation and recognizes the need to bring emissions down.  They are pushing for renewable energy on campus, and lobbied for wind power.  They persuaded the university to establish an endowment so alumni could specify donations to renewable energy projects.  University officials are not actively soliciting funds for the endowment due to concerns that it will divert funds from other fundraising.  Students continue to look for sites around CU for wind turbines.  Abby said Carlton College has made a commitment to wind power and will soon derive 40% of their power from their own wind turbine.

Peter Harriott said two-thirds of the cost of wind power from NYSEG is delivery cost, so Cornell should build their own wind turbine and be an example.  Danny Pearlstein suggested Kyoto Now! members attend the meeting 11/13 at the City of Ithaca about the proposed parking lot of the West Campus Residential Initiative.  Dooley Kiefer asked how CURES is set up, and if the guest speeches are well attended.  Abby said there is a board that selects speakers, but CURES does not have other regular meetings.  Some utilities and facilities workers attend as well as students and faculty.  Peter said the University of Pennsylvania is one of the schools with a commitment to wind power.

Approval of October 8, 2003 Minutes – Changes were submitted by Susan Brock, Dan Lamb and John Dennis.  Danny Pearlstein made a motion to adopt the minutes as amended, seconded by Kenny Christianson.  Passed unanimously.  Herb Engman, Dooley Kiefer and Steve Uzmann reminded members that minutes are to reflect what they said, not what they wish they said. 

Ecoterrorism Bill Comments – ERC – Joyce Gerbasi provided background for this, and information was included in the agenda mailing.  She said the bill is designed to protect medical, environmental and animal research, but in fact covers unrelated animal activities.  Danny  Pearlstein said he attended the Kuhl open house after the October EMC meeting, and Senator Kuhl told him his staff is now interested in a more agriculture-oriented bill.  Motion was made by Barbara Ebert to send this letter with Steve Nicholson’s signature to the parties listed on the draft.  Seconded by Danny Pearlstein.  NYS Association of EMCs was added to the copy list.  “Chair” was added after Steve Nicholson’s name on the signature line.  Passed unanimously.

Chair's Report – Heather Filiberto read a report provided by Steve Nicholson.  He hoped members feel the moratorium on the Op-Ed article was appropriate and they will be ready to address it at the December meeting.  Copies of his statement to the PDEQ committee are in the blue folder.  He attended a conference 10/14 on Cayuga Lake monitoring, held at Wells College.  He found it disappointing, and will provide more information when he receives it.  On 10/20 Steve attended the Mitchell Jones presentation at CU re wind power.  He attended the PDEQ meeting on 11/5, where a lot of interest was expressed on the Op-Ed article.  A wide variety of people were present.  They questioned the defensive tone and timing of the article.  Several people suggested waiting for release of the fEIS.  Steve made it clear he was present to hear comments, but this article is the EMC statement and was not subject to change.  

Coordinator’s Report –  Heather said recruitment efforts are continuing.  Barbara Ebert and Susan Brock have decided not to reapply for their At-Large seats, and will probably serve as associate members.  She noted there are currently three applicants for the two At-Large seats, but EMC bylaws allow for appointment of At-Large members to unfilled municipal seats.  She welcomed the visitors who will be appointed as new municipal representatives.  The Executive Committee will be meeting to review applications for At-Large seats.  Heather asked committee chairs to provide a recap of activities at the December meeting, and bring goals for 2004.  She will ask Steve Nicholson to appoint a Nominating Committee to prepare a slate for Chair and the 3 Vice Chair positions.  Steve Uzmann, Dan Lamb and Kenny Christianson offered to serve on the Nominating Committee.

BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer said she has a request from PDEQ for EMC to focus on burn barrels and push for passage on the state level during the 2004 legislative session.  She spoke with the opinion page editor of the Ithaca Journal about how rebuttal would be published when the EMC Op-Ed article appears.  He said they would print the EMC article, then an opposing view if they received one.  She suggested attaching Steve Nicholson’s statement to the PDEQ meeting directly to the PDEQ minutes.  Most comments at PDEQ were directed to the timing of the article.  There was some discussion that the project was ‘fragile’, but project facilitator Mike Hall made it clear that it is only a situation where delays would damage the opportunity for bond act funding.  There is apparently no risk that the City will not finalize the agreement.  Dooley said she personally supports sending the letter now, not waiting for the fEIS. 
Member Items – Danny Pearlstein said there will be a meeting 11/13 at the City of Ithaca Chambers, 7PM, where the Ithaca Landmarks Preservation Commission will address the West Campus Initiative parking lot.  The historic character of the neighborhood will be the focus of comments.  Judge Mulvey’s August directive to the Planning & Development Board was to explain their denial, but the new ruling is based on lack of new information.  The City Attorney has told the Planning & Development Board that she will not represent them in an appeal.  Steve Uzmann asked if there was any other action that ERC could take to discourage the project.  They previously made comments to the lead agency.  John Dennis said he had some new information on the intermunicipal sewer agreement.  He attended a meeting where John Majeroni (Director of Cornell real estate) provided five reasons to support the project.  One reason was infrastructure’s impact on control of sprawl.  John Dennis said he regretted the delay of the Op-Ed piece, and wondered if members present tonight could vote about sending the article now.  Steve Uzmann said it is a procedure question.  It has been placed on the December agenda by Steve Nicholson, and the Executive Committee is also reviewing it.  Two of the four Executive Committee members advised that the article be submitted immediately after the courtesy meeting by the Chair with PDEQ, one member who had not been present for the vote wanted changes, and Steve Nicholson created a tie and placed the moratorium.  Herb Engman said this creates a delay of two months.  Due to lack of a quorum at this point, he said taking a vote to express a ‘sense of the body’ could be used instead of a vote by a quorum.  John Dennis made a motion to ascertain the sense of the body about sending the letter immediately.  Seconded by Barbara Ebert.  Kenny Christianson expressed the opinion that EMC discord makes this issue not worth pursuing; coherence of the board is more important.  Herb Engman said the Chair is an executive branch, not a judicial branch, and he felt the best thing for EMC is for the Chair to carry out the orders of EMC.  Dan Lamb pointed out that Steve Nicholson attended PDEQ and then made this decision, so he has new information to share.  Dooley said it is not an issue of new information, but all the input was negative, and she speculated that Steve Nicholson is not used to that.  He did vote for the Op-Ed article.  Herb said if Steve Nicholson no longer supports the article, a Vice Chair could sign it for publication.  Joyce Gerbasi said it is important to get the information out to the public.  Vote on call of question was unanimous.  Vote on directing chair to submit for publication was 6 yes (Pearlstein, Engman, Dennis, Miller, Gerbasi, Ebert), 2 no (Christianson, Lamb).  Acting Chair Steve Uzmann did not cast a vote.  

Adjournment– The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:13 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 10, 2003
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