Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 10, 2003

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Danny Pearlstein, Larry Sharpsteen, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer (Legislature Liaison)

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Kathryn Engel

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:09 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.

Approval of July 9, 2003 Minutes – With minor language changes, the minutes were passed unanimously. 

Special Presentation – Steve Uzmann introduced Kathryn Engel of the Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress (FLFWC).  Ms. Engel provided information on the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus and why the support of EMC is being sought.  The Land and Resource Management Plan developed for each area of the National Forests is subject to periodic revision. The Finger Lakes Forest Land and Resource Management Plan is currently being revised.  Basically it zones the forest for activities.  In 1976, Congress passed the National Forest Management Act.  This is also in the process of being rewritten to streamline processes and leave decisions up to forest managers, leaving out scientific review and public input during each national forest land and resource management plan revision.  FLFWC supports the National Forest Alliance in trying to put together a plan that brings communities together for input on this zone structure.  They feel it is very important to be specific about zones, especially if future public comment will be restricted.  Ms. Engel has met with the Environmental Review Committee, which edited the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus’ comments and wrote the resolution on tonight’s agenda.  When the new management regulations are established, they will govern all national forests.  The local plan will be in effect for 15 years.  The Finger Lakes Forest Consensus advocates an alternative management plan for the Finger Lakes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan. An example of the proposed changes:  timber sales under 50 acres need no public comment.  But if designated as “special areas”, it would not be okay to cut without comment.  She noted the Finger Lakes National Forest does not have valuable timber.  Regarding the last bullet on the consensus list, they want organizations forming FLNF partnerships to provide full public disclosure of their sources of funding because the National Forests have almost no budget and FLFWC is trying to identify funding sources.  The prohibition of chemical pesticides was included in consideration of airborne applications, and language came from the National Forest Alliance.  Ms. Engel provided a general definition of “even-aged” timber as being timber that is grown in discreet rotations, sometimes 20 year intervals from the last cut.  She said the National Forest Alliance is trying to bring people together on these points and reach consensus for recommendations on a national level.  Comments can also be submitted separately, and she encouraged that so the National Forest Service would be aware of the continued interest in having a public comment period.

Roger Yonkin made a motion to support the “FLNF Plan Revision comments to the U.S. Forest Service” as amended by the ERC and presented with the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Steve Uzmann and passed unanimously.

Karen Edelstein made a motion to adopt the resolution of support, which was seconded by Steve Uzmann and passed unanimously.  The date of the current plan, mentioned in the second Whereas clause, will be confirmed with the FLNF.

Proposed Tompkins County SEQR Type I List – Steve Uzmann said background on this was provided in the EMC News.  Type I actions have the potential of significant environmental action.  Type I actions trigger the review process.  Individual counties can define a more restrictive Type I list than established by the State.  ERC reviewed the State list and those of the Town of Ithaca and City of Ithaca.  Changes were made at the discretion of the committee.  Susan Brock noted that if an action is on the Type I list, it requires the submission of the long Environmental Assessment Form, and Heather Filiberto pointed out that this list would only apply for projects that are undertaken, funded, or approved by Tompkins County.

Roger Yonkin moved the resolution, and Herb Engman seconded it.  Some language was amended.  Passed unanimously.

Municipal Report – Town of Lansing – Larry Sharpsteen said the Town has completed consolidation of the water districts with resolution of debt service and extraordinary maintenance.  Landlords disliked the method of assessment, which was charged per family.  Unification should make maintenance and planning simpler.  The environmental assessment form for the land use ordinance is being drafted.  The Town ran into a glitch in August when a resident wanted to install a wind generator tower in an area where it is allowable as of right, and he technically only needed a building permit.  The Code Officer brought the situation to the Planning Board because the applicant wanted to use NYSERDA funds, and NYSERDA requires a SEQR review.  They classified it as a “transmission line/substation” to get the SEQR review.  The Town now requires notification of neighbors within 600’ of alternative energy equipment, and many people are requesting reviews based on viewshed issues.  Larry feels there is a need for public education on desirability of alternative energy resources.  Christian Nielsen asked if this should be discussed with NYSERDA, and Steve Nicholson said members who are going to the NYSAEMC conference will see some NYSERDA representatives.  Larry noted that the Industrial Development Agency sometimes requires SEQR, also.  Dooley asked if the Town of Lansing addressed solar access, and Larry said no. Karen Edelstein asked about the buffer around the lake.  The Planning Board recommended 3,000 feet, but the Town Board changed it to 1,000.  Although the Planning Board had proposed an expanded L1 zone, the Town Board preferred making this area R1 based on citizen comment.  Susan Brock said she attended the public hearing, and greenhouses and bed & breakfast establishments were objected to, too.  Karen Edelstein said she also attended the public hearing, and was interested in the range of comments that night on the proposed restrictions for personal watercraft.  Dooley Kiefer said one Town Board member was absent, and although the motion wasn’t seconded, it can be brought up again.  She was informed by the resolutions’s sponsor that there was interest in avoiding a 3-1 vote since a supermajority is necessary to avoid a County review.   Larry and Susan thought that was incorrect.  Dooley agreed, she was just reporting on the Town’s understanding.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto announced that the fall membership drive is beginning, and urged members to take an application for a friend.  EMC will be sharing recruiting publicity with the Water Resources Council, with deadline for at-large applications being 10/24, and municipal members being 11/12.  Kathy Wilsea passed out applications for members whose terms are expiring.  A new membership list was distributed, and Kathy noted there is a list of vacancies at the bottom of the sheet.

Chair's Report –  Steve said he was sad to receive Christian Boissonnas’ resignation.  Christian will be moving out of state.  Roger Yonkin volunteered to serve as liaison with WRC.  Steve announced a highway cleanup on 9/21 at 9 AM.  Members were encouraged to bring friends and spouses.  Two more cleanup dates will be organized this fall.  Heather Filiberto, Christian Nielsen, Kenny Christianson and Steve Nicholson will be attending the NYS Association of EMCs annual meeting in Buffalo on 10/3 – 10/5.  The theme this year is sustainable energy.  EMC requested $1,000 more this year in the County budget, part of which was to print a new Environmental Directory.  Due to the current budget concerns, Steve wondered if there were any suggestions to decrease this amount.  Suggestions included putting the directory on the County website, applying for grants through Barbara Lifton, and asking for help from interns.  Steve has received two calls recently from citizens who objected to their neighbors using burn barrels.  He pointed out that there are several items in the FYI folder this month about burn barrels.  Steve said he has reviewed the committee structure and reminded members they can’t send last minute changes to a document as committee work unless the committee reviews and approves the changes.

BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer said the Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee of the Legislature did not get to the review of County SEQR policy at their last meeting.  This is a document that would clarify County procedures.
Member Items – Danny Pearlstein said he was part of a group of concerned students who met with the new Cornell president about the proposed parking lot.  The court has ruled there was inadequate documentation for the City Planning & Development to make the decision they issued.  More information is due at court on Monday, 9/15.  The area is now a historic district.  President Lehman would not reverse the decision of the previous president, but expressed concern about the lack of positive interaction with the community.  Danny feels the new president is more approachable than the previous one.  Larry Sharpsteen announced he and his colleagues will be teaching hunter safety at the Lansing Rod & Gun Club this fall.  In addition to safety, the course addresses cooperation with landowners, ethics, and game management.  Barbara Ebert distributed a draft op-ed letter prepared by an ERC subcommittee.  Following discussion, it was agreed members may direct edits and comments to Steve Uzmann by 9/19, it will be on the ERC agenda for 9/23 and on the EMC agenda next month for vote.  Steve Uzmann brought a draft letter provided by Joyce Gerbasi in regard to a State Senate ecoterrorism bill.  This was sponsored by Randy Kuhl and is written so broadly that most environmental groups would be considered terrorists.  ERC will draft comments.  Kenny Christianson announced that the next Energy Committee will be Tuesday, 9/23 at noon.  Heather Filiberto announced that she has a copy of the annual monitoring report for the Cornell Chemical Disposal Site & the Radiation Disposal Site.   

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on October 8, 2003
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EMC RESOLUTION NO. 4-2003 - RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING Support of the Finger Lakes Forest consensus

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes National Forest Plan guides the overall management of the Finger Lakes National Forest, and 

WHEREAS, The National Forest Service is undertaking a public input campaign to guide the update of the 1987 Finger Lakes National Forest Plan, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress is a grassroots organization made up of concerned citizens from Ithaca, Hector, and the surrounding areas that is dedicated to preserving the Finger Lakes National Forest for wildlife, non-destructive recreation, and long-term ecological and community benefits, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress is building a coalition of organizations and individuals to support the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Consensus is a petition that advocates the development of an alternative Forest Plan that promotes a healthier long range management plan for the Finger Lakes National Forest, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council supports the contents of the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus as revised (see attached), and

RESOLVED, further, That the Chair of the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council be directed to sign the revised Finger Lakes Forest Consensus.

Date:  September 10, 2003

Passed unanimously

FINGER LAKES FOREST CONSENSUS 

FLNF Plan Revision comments to the U. S. Forest Service
We / I hereby officially endorse this FINGER LAKES FOREST CONSENSUS addressing key public issues and concerns identified in the Finger Lakes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan Revision.  We hereby authorize Finger Lakes Forest Watch to submit these comments on the record for the Finger Lakes National Forest plan revision. We, the undersigned, petition the Forest Service to provide a revised Forest Plan that would do all of the following:

· Emphasize a shift in management from resource extraction to providing job opportunities for environmental restoration, place based education, research and tourism.

· Restrict even-aged timber management to existing plantations of non-native tree species.

· Convert native woodlands in even-aged management areas to uneven-aged stands by eliminating overstory removal cuts and managing for continuous forest cover.

· Limit logging to projects accomplishing not-for-profit objectives such as ecological forestry education.

· Create standards for invasive species control and soil rehabilitation for all forest floor disturbances and include provisions for meeting those standards in any extraction contract.

· Establish improved forest trails and recreation areas emphasizing opportunities for outdoor education and scenic appreciation.

· Protect all Native American archeological sites from surface disturbing activities related to commercial resource extraction, pipeline or utility corridors, or communication tower construction.

· Assign Special Area management for all nineteenth century farmstead, school, and shop, mill, church and cemetery sites and recommend FLNF for thematic district designation in the National Register of Historic Places.

· Adopt additional Special Areas including the undeveloped Caywood Point shoreline, all wetlands and springs, and all sub watershed headwaters.

· Establish all ravines, timber stands dominated by trees older than 120 years and never plowed woodlands as Special Areas for future old growth forest and provide 500 yard buffers for natural regeneration in all directions surrounding areas managed for old growth.

· Prohibit the use of chemical pesticides, except where reasonable alternatives for the control of invasive species do not exist.  In such cases the Principles for Ecological Restoration should be followed, and the strongest precautions taken to restrict the impact of the chemicals used.

· Immediately develop a comprehensive plan to halt or contain the spread of invasive and exotic plant species that threaten native biodiversity.

· Prohibit the use of off road vehicles on FLNF trails, except for handicap access where appropriate, and emphasize both maintaining existing trails and adequately enforcing off-road vehicle regulations.

· Require all organizations forming FLNF Partnerships to provide full public disclosure of their sources of funding. 
Name:  Steve Nicholson, Chair 

Signature: ___________________________________________

Organization: Tompkins County Environmental Management Council
Address: 121 East Court Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
Send completed forms to

Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress,  4 Main Street, Trumansburg,  New York  14886

                                                                                   info@www.flfwc.org
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EMC RESOLUTION NO. 5-2003 - RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF A COUNTY SEQR TYPE I ACTIONS LIST

WHEREAS, The State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) and the provisions of 6 NYCRR Part 617 are intended to provide a procedural framework for the inclusion of environmental considerations into the local decision-making process at the earliest possible time and for the mitigation of negative environmental impacts, and 

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.4 (Type I Actions) identifies those actions and projects that are more likely to require the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement than Unlisted Actions, and

WHEREAS, A full Environmental Assessment Form must be used to determine the significance of Type I actions, and

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.4 (Type I Actions) specifically allows agencies to adopt their own lists of additional Type I actions, or to adjust the thresholds to make them more inclusive, and

WHEREAS, Any actions directly undertaken, funded, or approved by the Tompkins County Legislature are reviewed to determin whether they are a SEQR Type I action, and

WHEREAS, 6 NYCRR Part 617.4 lists Type I thresholds intended to be applicable anywhere in the state, including the most densely populated metropolitan areas, and thus are not necessarily most appropriate for Tompkins County, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council recommends that the Tompkins County Legislature adopt the Tompkins County SEQR Type I Actions list, as attached.

Date:  September 10, 2003

Passed unanimously

Tompkins County TYPE I ACTIONS

(Section 617.4(b) of SEQRA)

Effective January 1, 1996

State Thresholds are crossed out. Proposed thresholds are underlined.

The following actions are Type I if they are to be directly undertaken, funded, or approved by an agency:

TYPE I – 1
The adoption of a municipality’s land use plan, the adoption by any agency of a comprehensive resource management plan or the initial adoption of a municipality’s comprehensive zoning regulations;

TYPE I – 2
The adoption of changes in the allowable uses within any zoning district, affecting 25 or more acres of the district;

TYPE I – 3
The granting of a zoning change, at the request of an applicant, for an action that meets or exceeds one or more of the thresholds given elsewhere in this list;

TYPE I – 4
The acquisition, sale, lease, annexation or other transfer of 25 or more contiguous acres of land by a state or local agency;

TYPE I – 5
Construction of new residential units that meet or exceed the following thresholds:


(i)   10 units in municipalities that have not adopted zoning or subdivision regulations;


(ii)   10  units not to be connected (at the commencement of habitation) to existing community or public water and sewerage systems including sewage treatment works;


(iii)   in a city, town or village having a population of less than 150,000:  100  units to be connected (at the commencement of habitation) to existing community or public water and sewerage systems including sewage treatment works;


(iv)   in a city, town or village having a population of greater than 150,000 but less than 1,000,000:  1,000 units to be connected (at the commencement of habitation) to existing community or public water and sewerage systems including sewage treatment works; or


(v)   in a city or town having a population of greater than 1,000,000:  2,500 units to be connected (at the commencement of habitation) to existing community or public water and sewerage systems including sewage treatment works;

TYPE I – 6
Activities, other than the construction of residential facilities, that meet or exceed any of the following thresholds; or the expansion of existing nonresidential facilities by more than 50 percent of any of the following thresholds:


(i)   a project or action which involves the physical alteration of 10 5 acres;


(ii)   a project or action which would use ground or surface water in excess of 2,000,000 200,000  gallons per day;


(iii)   parking for 100 vehicles;


(iv)   in a city, town or village having a population of 150,000 persons or less:  a facility with more than 100,000 25,000 square feet of gross floor area;


(v)   in a city, town or village having a population of more than 150,000 persons:  a facility with more than 240,000 square feet of gross floor area;

TYPE I – 7
Any structure exceeding 100 50 feet above original ground level in a locality without any zoning regulation pertaining to height

TYPE I – 8
Any Unlisted action that includes a non-agricultural use occurring wholly or partially within an agricultural district (certified pursuant to Agriculture and Markets Law, article 25-AA, sections 303 and 304) and exceeds 25 percent of any threshold established in this section;

TYPE I – 9
Any Unlisted action (unless the action is designed for the preservation of the facility or site) occurring wholly or partially within, or substantially contiguous to, any historic building, structure, facility, site or district or prehistoric site that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or that has been proposed by the New York State Board on Historic Preservation for a recommendation to the State Historic Preservation Officer for nomination for inclusion in said National Register, or that is listed on the State Register of Historic Places (The National Register of Historic Places is established by 36 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) Parts 60 and 63, 1994 (see section 617.17 of this Part));

TYPE I – 10
Any Unlisted action, which exceeds 25 percent of any threshold in this section, occurring wholly or partially within or substantially contiguous to any publicly owned or operated parkland, recreation area or designated open space, or any Unique Natural Areas as designated by the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council, including any site on the Register of National Natural Landmarks pursuant to 36 CFR Part 62, 1994 (see section 617.17 of this Part);

TYPE I – 11
Any Unlisted action that exceeds a Type I threshold established by an involved agency pursuant to section 617.14 of this Part.
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