Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 12, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Barney Unsworth, 

Absent:
Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Christian Nielsen, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Susan Kerns Robinson, Dooley Kiefer (BOR Liaison), Mikel Shakarjian (also listed as staff)

Staff:
Mikel Shakarjian (T C Administration), Kathy Wilsea (T C Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Tom Gerow

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:04 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.  Tom Gerow was introduced as a visitor who might replace Donna Jean Darling for Newfield.  Donna Jean intends to resign because she is traveling frequently.

Approval of February 12, 2003 Minutes – Motion by Donna Jean Darling to approve the minutes, seconded by Bob Roe.  Passed unanimously with the following changes:   bottom of page 1:  Steve Nicholson said last Thursday he attended the first meeting of the new Town of Caroline Planning Board was held.  Bottom of page 3 re LSC:  Mention was made about possibly reducing the number of monitoring sites tests that are not required by the permit.  Page 4:  Danny Pearlstein discussed his interest in finding ways to change or block the parking garage lot in Cornell University’s West Campus Residential Initiative. (Retain later mention of “garage”.)

Update on Public Safety Communications System – Mikel Shakarjian was present to provide information on the PSCS project.  She noted that the last time she came to EMC it was to report on the proposals received by the County as a result of the Request for Proposals.  Since then the County has issued a contract procuring portions of the vendor proposal representing the first phase of this project revolving around the construction of the new Emergency Response Center (911 center) and the technology to make it functional.  The first phase involves the purchase of dispatch consoles and a microwave link into the current system.  The link will require two transmission sites, one located at the building which will shoot to a tower on Mount Pleasant.  Currently the County has a tower at Mount Pleasant (140 ft.), adjacent to the WHCU tower (350 ft.), and if after analysis it’s determined that this structure will not work, a new tower may be constructed. They are trying to invest in technology that will work into the future.  There is complex technology involved in the consoles for dispatchers.  There remains much anxiety between the County and the Towns about possible siting of other towers.

The Mount Pleasant tower is already heavily loaded, and is being examined by engineers.  There is a possibility of putting up a new tower, then decommissioning and taking down the old one.  A new tower would not be higher than 180 feet.  Proximity to an airfield might require lighting, which is normally required at heights above 200 feet.  The tower location is also within FCC jurisdiction for the AM transmitter, requiring documentation that the new tower will not interfere with AM signal propagation.

The RFP for a new tower will go out in about four weeks.  They are currently waiting for the engineering specifications for both structures.  The new 911 building needs to be operational by December, 2003.

Another part of the project is coordinating with Ithaca College regarding a new tower structure at IC to serve the County’s and the College’s needs.  That IC location is critical to the development of PSCS, and a new tower would replace the current structure.  This tower would be a public/ private partnership between the County and Ithaca College, to be implemented in 2004.  The Town of Ithaca has been asked to participate on a working group to facilitate this process.  Part of the benefit of a new tower at the IC location is the height advantage over the West Dorm site currently used, resulting in improved coverage for Danby and Newfield.  At present they are not proposing any new sites in the County.

Once implemented, the PSCS project will result in a significantcost to the County and municipalities to trade out old user equipment and replace it with new for the new system.  They have requested federal appropriations through Senator Schumer’s office of $4 million to replace the end-user equipment, and approval of that request looks promising.  They will be applying for a Federal Emergency Management Agency grant of 1.5 million dollars for the consoles and microwave link.  The contract with Motorola is just under $1 million, and construction of the building is $3 million.  There is also a financial advantage to working with the Statewide Wireless Network (SWN).

Tompkins County is trying to reach an agreement with SWN that would govern a partnership, and received a draft last week that outlines issues and sets forth the process.  The goal is to have Tompkins County be an authorized entity and integrated with the State system.  Current actions don’t require integration with Motorola if they are not chosen as the State’s preferred vendor.  Mikel is confident that the collaborative process behind the establishment of the sites at the airport and on Mount Pleasant.  The County is leaving other decisions open while doing the necessary steps to support the building.  Some sites are critical and strategic to the success of the overall system, independent of technology and frequency.  The County borders cause some hesitation because some of the best sites appear to lie beyond our borders.  Susan Brock said a significant portion of Tompkins County could be covered by towers outside the County if SWN were implemented.  If New York State doesn’t proceed, Tompkins County will be facing this large problem alone.  The age of the current equipment and its unreliability is evident.  If forced to an alternative plan, it likely would be a minimal upgrade and might include replacement of the microwave links around the County.  This would still be expensive.  They are working very hard to coordinate with SWN so all of the efforts in the County are most productive.

Dooley Kiefer asked about the SWN timetable.  Mikel said they will establish preferred vendors in June, then contract negotiations are expected through August.  The contract will probably be issued by the end of 2003.  As soon as the preferred vendor is established, Tompkins County will be pushing to be present during discussions regarding the engineering design, and SWN knows this is a primary issue for TC.

Steve Nicholson asked how the towers are powered.  Mikel said they have utilities and backup generators.  This winter pointed out some problems with using the generators.

Municipal Reports – Town of Ithaca -- Barney Unsworth reported they have made presentations to the public of the draft revised zoning ordinance.  1968 was the last time it was changed.  They have a comprehensive plan that was developed 10 years ago.  The zoning ordinance is going through the process of comment by boards and committee.  A public meeting will be held 3/18 and five more will be scheduled.  The new zoning will include a lakefront zone to protect fragile lands, especially steep slopes; an office park zone; and a low density residential zone is still being developed.  For the low density residential zone, some people want a three-acre minimum lot size if there is no public sewage for the lot, and 2/3 acre if public sewage is available.

The Town is also working on an outdoor lighting ordinance, which he will share with the Town of Caroline.  A recent accomplishment at the Town was the approval of their first permanent agriculture easement, which is for 40 acres on Route 79 near Sheffield Road.  They hope to develop a town-wide transportation plan this year.  This spring construction will begin on the Pew Trail along Pine Tree Road for access between downtown and the Cornell campus.

Benchmark Environmental Consultants are examining the Lake Source Cooling data for the Town.  Next month they will be reporting, and Barney will make copies of the report available.

Dick Fisher has resigned from the Conservation Advisory Council due to poor health.  He was one of the original members of EMC, and very active in the drive for bottle deposits.  Barney suggested sending a letter of thanks to Mr. Fisher.  Karen Edelstein said the Fisher Tract is a park of about 50 acres owned by Cornell Plantations, located on Route 13 on the way to Newfield.  It was agreed Steve will draft a letter of appreciation.

Dooley Kiefer asked what would be included in the transportation plan.  Barney said it will be more than trails, and is being drafted by Jonathan Kanter of the Town staff.

Town of Ulysses -- Christian Boissonnas said the Town has hired an engineering firm to help them with the year one steps of the new stormwater regulations.  The Town Board believes that the only relevant locations are areas on Route 89 where water drains to Cayuga Lake.  Christian attended the LLEAPE training for Geographic Information Systems, which he found very interesting.  They worked on an actual case, which was complex because of toxic substances and noise.  The Town Board issued a resolution for bonds for Water District 3.  Water will come from the Town of Ithaca through Jacksonville, to Cold Springs Road and link to Trumansburg to provide water to South Street Extension.  The Jacksonville Community Association and the Tompkins County Department of Health are sponsoring a workshop for residents to learn about the upcoming water district.  This will be conducted by the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network on April 16th.  

Ulysses is also revising their zoning ordinance, and has conducted four public meetings to date.  The draft includes a low residential density zone, encouraging development in and around Jacksonville on the east side of Route 96.  The commercial zoning has no allowance for big box development.  The light industrial zone by Babcock has been expanded.

John Dennis asked if clustered housing was encouraged with accompanying open space.  He feels central New York is behind the times on clustering.  Christian said they have talked of this, but the two acre minimum lot size and minimum setbacks come into play.  High density zones have other minimum lot sizes.  Bob Roe said establishing minimum distances between a residence and water well also affects the opportunity to cluster.  Christian said sewer and water lines are also factors.  Susan Brock said the Town of Lansing has shrunk the minimum lot size in planned development areas when more open space is also required.  John said clauses can also be written to preserve viewshed, and offered the example of Sundowns in Lansing.  He suggested this is another point to discuss while developing a new zoning ordinance.  Dooley asked if the Towns of Ulysses or Ithaca considered viewshed protection, and Christian said the Ulysses Planning Board has discussed this.  Dooley suggested requiring replacement of trees after construction, which benefits others.  Christian said most land on the west side of Route 96 is agricultural.  Areas for possible development are on the east side.  The view seen from the east side of the lake registers as open fields.  Barney said Eva Hoffman of the Town of Ithaca CAC has always been interested in viewsheds, but the issue keeps getting bumped.  Susan Kerns Robinson mentioned that the Seneca Lake viewshed has vineyards, which provides a nice viewshed without blocking the scenic view.  Christian said the Town has also included a conservation district which includes the State Park and land adjacent to it.

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson read a written report submitted by Coordinator Heather McDaniel.  Kate Hackett has informed her that the Water Resources Council’s Recreation Committee is developing the jet ski recommendations for presentation to the Legislature in June.  Heather also reminded members that the EMC News is a forum for committee and liaison reports.  Other information can be submitted also.  Dooley asked about the status of the jet ski recommendations, and Christian Boissonnas said at the Water Resources Council they reviewed the committee’s draft.  Barney Unsworth was not aware of whether or not the Town of Ithaca submitted comments.  He thought there was an organization formed in the last year in Trumansburg that opposed use of jet skis, but Christian was not aware of any.

Steve said he attended the 2/25 meeting at Cooperative Extension which provided information on the Neighbor Notification Law for commercial pesticide applicators.  There were about 25 applicators present, and the guest speaker was Jerry Kimmel of DEC.  The applicators are now attentive and interested in achieving compliance.  He handed out information regarding use of the GIS system at Assessment for printing labels of neighbors.  Steve Horn of the County staff has suggested developing a “wizard” at the Assessment Department for NNL and is working on that.  Tom Gerow asked what kinds of questions were raised at the meeting.  Steve said they wanted to know about their actual obligation and what to do in bad scenarios.  They were advised to make a “good faith” effort and keep records of their attempts to notify neighbors.  Mikel Shakarjian asked who enforces NNL.  Steve said it is Environmental Health, and they might refer a problem to DEC.  Dooley Kiefer noted that the Weights and Measures Department is monitoring retail signage.  Steve said most of the applicators stayed for the afternoon presentation by a turf integrated pest management specialist by Jennifer Grant, from the Cornell station at Geneva.  On 3 /4 a meeting was held for garden center retailers, and only four people came.  Signs should already be posted.  If EMC members see product for sale with no accompanying sign, Steve advised them to let the Health Department know.  Two more meetings will be held for the public:  3/25 Yard Care – What NNL Means, and 4/9 Low Maintenance Yard Care Without Pesticides.  Cooperative Extension is working on flyers and pamphlets, basically using the information developed by Westchester County.  Monika Roth has also been training Cooperative Extension master gardeners so they can include NNL information in their responses to phone inquiries.  Wendy Skinner of County Administration does the publicity.

Steve attended the town of Caroline Planning Committee meeting, where they continue working on lighting issues.  The Intermunicipal Organization met recently at Caroline Town Hall.  Sharon Anderson, of Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, has been providing information on the new federal stormwater regulations.  IO has a new floating classroom, which can be hired with teachers and a captain.  Capacity is 28 plus crew.  Sharon Anderson suggested adults and kids enter CLWN’s essay contest.  Susan Kerns Robinson noted that CLWN is coordinating water well and septic system checks in some municipalities.

Steve announced that the Paleontological Research Institution is having community input sessions, and asked if anyone was interested in attending on 3/26.  PRI is currently drilling for geothermal heat.  On 3/14 Steve will be part of a tour for BOCES staff of the photovoltaic system at the library and Lake Source Cooling.  Steve attended the meeting of the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee on 3/5, where he handed out burn barrel brochures.  Dan Winch is interested in pursuing a countywide ban on burn barrels.  Dooley Kiefer said PDEQ postponed discussion on goals, and will discuss this at their April meeting 

BOR Liaison Report – Dooley said the Board of Representatives is shellshocked by the draft New York State budget.  Efforts by the Planning Department on the comprehensive plan are proceeding.  Steve asked if the burn barrels issue might go to Health & Human Services.  Dooley said Environmental Health would probably just refer it to DEC.  Mikel said in a State report on respiratory distress, burn barrel smoke was counted as the worst stressor.  Susan Kerns Robinson said burning leaves also triggers respiratory distress.  Steve said the statewide ban dies in the senate every year.  Dan Lamb suggested contacting our state senators.  Susan Brock said EMC sent a memorandum of support last year to a senator who was organizing the charge.  Steve said he spoke with Randy Kuhl last year and received a list of meetings and actions on burn barrels.  Karen Edelstein suggested developing a display for Earth Day.  Susan Brock said some of the material developed by EMC was used by the state, and maybe we could get some of their copies.  Steve suggested members visit <burnbarrel.org>.  Dooley suggested having an op-ed piece in the newspaper around Earth Day, and making flyers available.  Steve said this is something the Education Committee can discuss when they meet next week.

Member Items – Danny Pearlstein announced that on 2/25 the City of Ithaca approved Cornell University’s West Campus Residential Initiative without the parking lot component.  The article 2/15 by two members of the Planning and Development Committee in the Ithaca Journal suggested delaying the parking segment.  The rest of the project is proceeding.  He said the next issue at CU is the Life Sciences Building on Alumni Fields on Tower Road.  This building will be designed by Richard Myer, a CU alumnus who has designed museums around the world.  Some of the students hope it will be the greenest possible and bring distinction to CU.  He asked for an EMC letter of support for these concepts to the current and incoming presidents, the University provost and the provost of Life Sciences.  Steve Nicholson said Christian Nielsen will speak at our meeting on 4/9 about green buildings.  Kenny Christianson suggested drafting a resolution after that presentation.  Susan Brock suggested inviting John Kiefer, former EMC member, who works in Planning Design & Construction at CU.  Mikel asked if CU is seeking NYSERDA money.  Danny said they seek some, but CU wants a special grant designed for them, as they do not lack funding.  This is a $500,000,000 project that will include freezers and locations for use of dangerous chemicals.  Mikel said NYSERDA was very flexible when they worked with the County Board of Representatives.

Susan Kerns Robinson said area nurses are being informed about new standards for immunizations in order to meet disaster needs.  Joyce Gerbasi said Water Week will be held in May, and the Fall Creek Cleanup Day is coming up, too.  She also said the federal government is proposing exempting the Defense Department from all environmental regulations.  Dooley Kiefer suggested EMC support the move to expand the bottle bill to include containers for some non-carbonated beverages.  Dan Lamb said the current bill would address unclaimed deposits, which currently are held by the bottling industry.  He said the federal budget passed for 2003.  It included $450,000 for implementation of the Intermunicipal Organization’s Restoration and Protection Plan.  This money will come from EPA and be administered by Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District.  Susan Brock said an editorial was in the Ithaca Journal recently about the Compass II project.  She encouraged EMC members to respond if they are contacted for the survey, even if they don’t answer the income item. 

Christian Boissonnas provided information on the Water Resources Council.  Their Education Committee asks if EMC will develop a poster presentation and handout on the jet skis issue for use during Water Week.  The Display would be used in Center Ithaca on Friday and at the Farmers Market on Saturday of the first week in May.  The EMC Education Committee will discuss this next month.  Susan Kerns Robinson suggested getting a speaker from Allan Treman or Taughannock Falls State Park.  Christian announced that the NYS Federation of Lake Associations, Inc. will sponsor a conference in Hamilton, NY on personal watercraft on May 2, 3, & 4.  Cayuga County Cooperative Extension is hosting Green Thumbs workshops in Auburn and Poplar Ridge later this month and in April.  He just received dates for public meetings on the draft management plan for Finger Lakes National Forest, and will distribute that information through the Planning office.  The Water Resources Council and CLWN are developing a “Cayuga Lake Book”, and he will write up something for the EMC News on this.

Karen Edelstein announced that Cooperative Extension is sponsoring a conference in Syracuse on urban design:  “Where Gray and Green Meet”.  This will be Tuesday, 5/20.  Kenny Christianson said the Energy Committee will meet Tuesday, 3/18 at noon in the Old Jail Conference Room, small side.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on April 9, 2003
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