Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 8, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin, 

Absent:
John Dennis, Carolyn Shapiro  

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer 

Staff:
Ed Marx (TC Planning Commissioner), Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Dan Lamb, Christian Nielsen, Barney Unsworth, Dave Woodard

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:04 p.m.  Steve welcomed Barney Unsworth, who will represent the Town of Ithaca.  Barney is returning to the EMC, and served as Chair in the past. 
I.
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.  

II.
Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan – Steve Nicholson introduced Ed Marx and said having met Ed when he came to work for Tompkins County about a year ago inspired Steve to encourage the Town of Caroline to organize a planning board, which is now being undertaken.  Ed was present to begin a dialog on the efforts of the Planning Department to develop a Comprehensive Plan for the County.  He passed out an outline of the project and copies of a Powerpoint presentation on aspects of development of a plan.  Staff hopes to have a clear statement of purpose by Spring 2003, and complete the development of the Comprehensive Plan and have it adopted by the County Legislature in the Fall of 2004.

Public meetings were held in the Fall of 2002.  Staff sees this as an opportunity to view concerns on a regional scale, and have built on the Vital Communities Initiative process.  They will attempt to coordinate elements that are important to the community’s future and gain collaboration among the various levels of government.  They also hope to do a fiscal analysis of the issues that remain in the final document.

In terms of outreach, the Planning Advisory Board has been providing guidance.  There will be workshops, and Ed expects to work with a municipal advisory committee that is being developed with the Municipal Officials Association.  He hopes to make contacts with groups that are not often heard.  The three development phases are definition of purpose and content, draft development and review, and approval of the final plan.

Ed stated that the Planning Department staff wants feedback for two reasons – to make sure they are not leaving anything out, and to find out what issues are most important to retain for focus.  

Member comments -- Steve Uzmann:  Are Unique Natural Areas covered?  Ed said that will be in the open space section.  Joyce Gerbasi asked if there is any power to this document. Ed said the adopted plan will state in the text its intention for use, but that has not been decided yet.  It could include some elements of a master plan for County facilities.  The type of plan finalized would be an issue in its strength.  Joyce said if it is a guidance document, it could go over well, but if it is to become County policy to tell the municipalities what they can and cannot do, it will not be well received.  Ed said the intent is to work with municipal representatives from the outset and work on issues that are supported.

Steve Nicholson:  Does the municipal advisory committee include two people from each municipality?  Ed said that has been his request, and it is being developed by the Municipal Officials Association, with a special effort to keep the City of Ithaca involved.  Roger Yonkin:  The governor’s state of the state address mentioned a commitment to develop 25% renewable energy.  Is Tompkins County involved in renewable energy?  Ed said renewable energy is included in the outline at this time.  Tompkins County is also working on an emissions reduction action plan.  Roger wondered if the County can help influence policy, and Ed said we would have to see how that develops.  Susan Brock:  The list of communication towers developed by EMC and the County Planning Department needs to be continuously updated.  She felt it is important to show Tompkins County’s commitment by giving specific examples of cooperation in the plan.  Herb Engman:  Although Unique Natural Areas and open space are mentioned, he believes small wetland protection will become very important in the near future because of Army Corps of Engineers’ new jurisdictional restrictions.  Larry Sharpsteen:  How can the plan address questions about potential growth of County government, as it only seems to expand?  Ed said this will change, in part due to resources available.  Fiscal implications are part of the planning process.  The Comprehensive Plan will include fiscal recommendations and long term goals to better manage the County’s limited resources to the most important issues.

Karen Edelstein:  Although jet skis are mentioned, she wanted to point out the contentious issue of hunting on the south end of Cayuga Lake.  Ed said this might come into IV 4e, recreation.  Dan Lamb:  Is wastewater included?  It has impact on growth plans.  Ed said it will be included in IV A2a, infrastructure.  Dooley Kiefer:  Reinforced Ed’s comments to Larry that County government is getting smaller.  She said she dislikes seeing environmental concerns separated from other issues.  Also, can the plan address the issues of viewsheds?  Ed said some communities are already addressing this and staff will include it in discussions.

Susan Brock:  It would be useful to see similar documents developed by other communities and explain how aspects are addressed and implemented.  If staff can show how policy and action aspects work, it would be good.  Also, examples of results from having a plan would be helpful.  Ed said the Planning Department is gathering some good examples.  Barney Unsworth:  Item IV b4 is a disaster mitigation plan.  Is the County getting pressure on this issue?  Ed said yes, there are current efforts to cooperatively develop a plan.  Herb Engman:  In some instances, the County can do things that municipalities can’t.  Biological corridors would be a good example.  Roger Yonkin:  It would be good to see some consistency in transportation among the municipalities in the County.  Road maintenance and tree cutting are examples.  Ed agreed these are inconsistent.  He said the County is beginning to examine levels of maintenance needed.  Joyce Gerbasi:  It is important to address affordable owner-occupied housing and remember that some citizens choose to live in mobile home parks.  There is no mention of housing types in the outline.  Ed said that by default low and moderately priced housing goes where it can.  Unfortunately, this usually has poor access to jobs, transportation and services.  The Town of Danby has asked about this, as they feel they don’t have a lot of needed services available in their community.  

Steve Nicholson:  Energy policy is one of his main issues.  It would be great if Tompkins County would take the lead on recommending new building methods and transportation types.  Joyce Gerbasi:  How will the goals, policies and strategies be implemented?  Ed said there is hope for public/public and public/private collaboration.  Christian Boissonnas:  What is considered long term – five or ten years?  Ed said the goals would be broad statements for the long term.  Strategies will be issues that we can get to within five years.  Donna Jean Darling:  The evaluation process will be very important in the effectiveness of the plan.  Ed said the plan document should be readable and accessible, and energize people.  The bulk of supporting information will be provided in appendices.  Steve Nicholson:  Will staff be going to the municipalities with presentations about the comprehensive plan?  Ed said yes, later this spring after they have been working with the municipal advisory committee that is currently being organized.  Also, during the draft review phase staff will be going to municipalities.

Ed encouraged members to remain engaged in the process, and provide comments on appropriate issues and priorities.  He would like members to occasionally check the website and keep informed.  He urged members to let Planning Department staff know about their priorities, and advise of anything they think should be removed.  

III.
Approval of December 18, 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes: Page 2, Energy Committee, end of line three, “and describing the impacts on AES Cayuga.”  Next paragraph re Energy Committee, line 2:  “as an aggregator to form an aggregation effort . . .”  Unique Natural Areas, paragraph 2 removed and substituted:  “The UNA Committee documented information for a new UNA, consisting of about 15 acres of hawthorn orchards at Cornell University.  This action brought up discussion regarding establishment of policy for creation or deletion of UNAs, and Karen is writing up protocol.  The committee hopes to establish the hawthorn orchards as UNA-193 in 2003.”  Last line of page two:  “. . .Historic Ithaca has objected to wind turbines as being disruptive to the some rural landscapes.”

IV.
Vote for Vice Chairs – Kenny Christianson announced the candidates:  Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman and Steve Uzmann.  As there were three candidates for three slots, a ballot was not necessary.  The Vice Chairs were appointed by unanimous voice vote.

V.
Goals for 2003 – Steve Nicholson passed out a list of possible issues to be addressed in 2003.  Communication Towers, Natural Gas Drilling and Pressure Treated Wood were added, making the total 21.  Steve explained each member had 21 votes to use on the 21 issues, and could use proportional representation to allocate their votes singly or in groups to express their support for items.   He will tally the results and bring them back to the February meeting.

VI.
Committee Signups – By unanimous vote, the following committees were created for 2003:  Environmental Review, Education (with UNA subcommittee), Energy, Executive, Pesticide NNL, Water Monitoring, Public Safety Communications and Hudson River PCBs.

The liaisons were reviewed.  Kenny Christianson will remain liaison for Cornell University Community Waste Management Advisory Committee, with Dooley Kiefer as alternate; Karen Edelstin will remain the liaison for Lake Source Cooling; The Flood Hazard Mitigation Program is currently not meeting; a representative is needed for the Intermunicipal Organization, as Don Weir has moved; Kenny Christianson will remain the liaison for the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan; Christian Boissonnas became the liaison to Water Resources Council last fall, replacing Dooley; and a liaison is needed for Ag & Farmland Protection Board.  The Executive Committee will contact members to see if others are interested in serving as liaisons, and assignments will be presented at the February meeting.  Roger Yonkin suggested stipulating any remaining vacancies may be filled by the Executive Committee.

VII. Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson announced the seven vacancies on the Council:  Village of Dryden, Village of Freeville, Village of Groton, Village of Trumansburg, Town of Enfield, Town of Groton, and City of Ithaca.  He distributed a draft resolution, which was moved by Roger Yonkin and seconded by Barbara Ebert:  Resolution of Appreciation Honoring Susan Hadja Brock.  The resolution was amended to correct the spelling of Susan’s name to Susan Hajda Brock, and passed unanimously.  Steve also mentioned that Cooperative Extension will be hiring an Environmental Educator and the Executive Committee will discuss how this person can interact with EMC.

Coordinator’s Report –  No report.  Membership lists and meeting dates were distributed.

VIII.
BOR Liaison Report – No report.
IX.
Member Items – Steve Uzmann announced that the Environmental Review Committee, which normally meets the 4th Tuesday of the month from 6 to 8 PM,  will meet tomorrow night (1/9/2003) at 5 PM, and expect to organize their comments on the Water Resources Council’s recommended restrictions on personal water craft.  Dooley Kiefer announced that Cooperative Extension is developing a job description and will be hiring an Environmental Educator. She noted that EMC can request restructuring of our bylaws to once again include a seat for Cooperative Extension.  The Executive Committee will discuss this.  Kenny Christianson reported that Co-opPlus has 149 members signed up and they will be receiving residential energy supply with NYSEG Solutions under a two-year contract.  They are still taking new members.  He asked members of the Energy Committee to see him so a meeting date can be set.
X.
Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:37 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 12, 2003
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