Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 18, 2002

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, 

Absent:
Robert Ascher, Jeff Cox, Barbara Ebert, Bob Roe, Steve Uzmann, Don Weir, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison)

Staff:
Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Christian Nielsen-Palacios, David Woodard, Dan Lamb

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:06 p.m.   
I. Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.

II. Approval of 11/13/2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously.  Karen Edelstein submitted changes for the Member Items section. 

III. Vote for Chair & Nominations for Executive Committee members – Members were asked if anyone else wished to be considered for Chairman.  No one wished to be added to the slate.  Steve Nicholson was elected by the unanimous voice vote of the members present.  Kenny Christianson reported that this committee will provide a slate of nominees for Vice Chair in January.  Currently the slate consists of Herb Engman, Steve Uzmann, and Karen Edelstein.

IV. Recap of 2002 Activities – Susan Brock asked for reports on committee activities.  Environmental Review Committee – Herb Engman provided a report in the absence of Steve Uzmann.  ERC wrote letters in support of the dEIS for Cornell College of Veterinary Medical Waste Management Facility, and the Danby Park Association for preliminary plans for the Danby Community Park.  They reviewed but did not comment on proposals for property acquisition at the County Airport, the addition of office space adjacent to the hangar, SPDEs renewal permit for Lake Source Cooling, and the Danby Park.  They provided substantial comments on the Benderson Development Project, Downtown Development, and the draft EIS for the West Campus Residential Initiative of Cornell University.  They provided recommendations to the Board of Representatives (BOR) Planning Committee regarding oil and gas leasing proposals on County land, generic leases for oil and gas leasing for County land, and referred concerns about snowmobile use on trails in Unique Natural Areas (UNA) to the UNA committee.

Susan Brock took a moment to introduce Dan Lamb and Christian Nielsen-Palacios, incoming At-Large members, and David Woodard, the incoming Cayuga Heights representative.

Pesticide Committee – Steve Nicholson reported that the Neighbor Notification Law (NNL) was passed by the Board of Representatives last night.  Mike Lane commented to the Board of Representatives that he had never been lobbied so hard – from either side – as on this issue.  Action to recommend this local law began in February and resulted in the EMC resolution on April 10th.  Laura Haight of New York Public Interest Research Group is using our resolution as a model for other counties.  Getting this law passed involved interaction with the Planning Committee, Health & Human Services Committee, and the Board of Health.  The process included public meetings and a public hearing, all of which had good EMC participation.  Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County will help with the education aspect of the new law.  The Pesticide Committee and the EMC Education Committee will participate in providing information and handling complaints.  Weights and Measures will handle regulation of retail signage.  Tompkins County Environmental Health was opposed to NNL based on implementation cost and time.  Monika Roth of Cooperative Extension has suggested someone from Environmental Health become a licensed applicator, but Steve felt that was not necessary.  The next step for EMC will be to meet with Cooperative Extension staff and plan public outreach.  Information will be produced for lawncare companies to help them comply.  One continuing issue for the Pesticides Committee is working toward a ban on atrizene, and there are rumors of a voluntary phase-out.  Members thanked Dooley Kiefer for her work that got NNL through all the steps after EMC recommended opting in.

Energy Committee – Kenny Christianson reported that this committee accomplished much in their first year.  They submitted comments on the NYS Draft Energy Plan, and some were incorporated.  They wrote to the Planning Committee and BOR recommending fuel neutral choice for the Governor’s Acid Deposition Regulations, and describing the impacts on AES Cayuga.  Steve Nicholson attended the International Council of Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) / Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) conference in Seattle.  They were instrumental in the application for the Governor’s Award for Pollution Prevention, regarding the solar panels on the Library, although the project was not chosen.  They continue to monitor the performance of the solar panels, and provided comments in the news media and to the BOR.  They participated in a workshop in Syracuse that concerned public education partnerships.  They initiated EMC’s resolution that was later passed by the BOR, setting a 20% reduction target for 2008 for energy use by Tompkins County (This was milestone 2 of CCP).  The County is developing a Local Action Plan (Milestone 3 of CCP), with the help of intern Brad Lampe, which will focus on County buildings and automobile fleet.  Kenny attended the two meetings at Tompkins Community Action about choices residential customers must make for their electricity supplier.  Associate member Peter Harriott wrote a piece for the Ithaca Journal on selecting a supplier.  Kenny joined the Finger Lakes Energy Task Force in order to interact with other members.  Kenny recommended that members watch/listen to “Electrifying Choices” on WSKG Channel 6 and local radio stations, which will be about choosing an electricity supplier.  Steve Nicholson reminded members that the Energy Committee also provided an information table at the Library on Solar Tour Day.

Kenny noted that MEGA is no longer accepting residential customers.  He and Heather McDaniel are working together to form an aggregation effort and hope to provide some energy options with lower emissions.  He provided some handouts with information on Co-opPlus. 

Unique Natural Areas Committee – Karen Edelstein reported that this group was reactivated in 2002.  The UNA inventory was revised in 2000.  Most of the UNAs are unregulated, but information is organized and used by municipal planning boards.  There was little animal information available; most of the listings are botanical.  More bird, reptile, and mammal information is becoming available.

The UNA Committee documented information for a new UNA, consisting of about 15 acres of hawthorn orchards at Cornell University.  This action brought up discussion regarding establishment of policy for creation or deletion of UNAs, and Karen is writing up protocol.  The committee hopes to establish the hawthorn orchards as UNA-193 in 2003.

The Education Committee – Steve Nicholson said this Committee provided a UNA directory for view and had maps for sale at the Earth Day celebration.  They arranged for Ron Kaman to speak at the EMC meeting in May (“Catch the Wind”).  Steve noted that Greenstar Cooperative Market is signing up people to purchase the output of one wind turbine, and still need around 900 subscribers.  In the future, this committee expects to advertise more about the availability of wind power.  When wind farms are fully subscribed, the Catch The Wind campaign requires that they build more.  The committee initiated EMC’s Adopt-A-Highway participation, and volunteers received safety training.  They have conducted three cleanups so far.

In other issues, the committee discussed pressure treated wood, which will have a voluntary phase out.  Steve noted that banning burn barrels always stalls in NYS senate.  One of his goals as chair of EMC will be to find some issue for the entire BOR to support.  The committee wants to get a reprint of the Environmental Directory.  Jet Skis are expected to be an issue under scrutiny in 2003.  They also want to get the EMC web site up and running.  Karen mentioned that Historic Ithaca has objected to wind turbines as being disruptive to some rural landscapes.

Water Committee – Chair Roger Yonkin was absent.  Herb Engman provided information.  He said they met with Kate Hackett, TCPD’s Water Resources Planner, and are still absorbing information she provided on lake water monitoring.

Hudson River PCBs ad hoc Committee – Joyce Gerbasi said this committee got off to a slower start than expected because they got sidetracked on the environmental justice issue.  Now they have some delays because Mikel Shakarjian is out on disability and they are waiting for information from Walter Hang of Toxics Targeting.  According to information from Mr. Hang, the stabilization component used during shipping of PCBs actually make long term leaching worse.  Joyce has also found information on the history of extensive fines levied against the contractor.  These fines have obviously not served as a deterrent.  Although the committee has not provided a response yet, Mikel has been in touch with the Niagara County EMC on our progress.

Communication Towers Committee – Susan said this committee provided comments on Tompkins County’s draft RFP.  Mikel Shakarjian has provided reports to EMC on the status of the project.  The committee commented on the draft Environmental Impact Statement last year.  In 2001, EMC co-sponsored the wireless workshop with speaker from Kreines & Kreines.  She noted the City of Ithaca adopted a towers ordinance in 2002 that was modeled after a Kreines & Kreines document.  The paging system being developed in Tompkins County might entail more towers, but is on hold right now.  She expects this committee to be more active next year.  Dooley Kiefer commented that the County has been asked by some potential vendors to change their deadline to match the State deadline next month.  Steve Nicholson asked if there is a deadline when old frequencies will expire, but Susan said that early information was incorrect.

Veterinary College Incinerator ad hoc Committee – Kenny Christianson said this group provided comments during the public comment period.  He told the Two Fat Cows story (you had to be there . . .).  Development of the new system is on hold due to the State budget.

Lake Source Cooling Liaison – Karen Edelstein said she attended two data-sharing meetings.  The communication problem between the Town of Ithaca consultant and LSC was resolved.

Water Resources Council Liaison – Dooley Kiefer said the Aquifer Study is still being organized.  WRC is providing comments on prioritizing the study areas.  The WRC Personal Watercraft committee has drafted recommendations for use of jet skis, and the recommendations have been distributed.  The Environmental Review Committee will comment for EMC.

V. Chair & Coordinator's Report –  Susan Brock thanked the members whose terms have ended:  Robert Ascher, Jeff Cox, Bruce Johnson, Darrel Clark, and Don Weir.  She also thanked Tom Mank, who served as Coordinator for TCPD at the beginning of 2002.  In addition to the new members introduced tonight, Daniel Pearlstein has been recommended for At-Large membership.  Anyone interested in a Locally Led Education and Action for Protecting the Environment “Train the Trainer” session should see Susan about that.  WKRT radio did a four-minute interview with Susan after they received the press release that we sought new members, and that aired several times.  Susan passed on a small wooden crow to new Chair, Steve Nicholson, saying she originally intended to give it to Casey Stevens of WHCU when she was on the show to discuss oil and gas leases, but the moment was lost and she kept it.  The trinket has served as her reminder that maybe she isn’t always far from eating crow herself, and it keeps her humble.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather McDaniel was absent.  Kathy Wilsea invited members to help themselves to calendars and bookmarks in the FYI folder.  She also said members could use Mikel Shakarjian’s County e-mail address during Mikel’s absence from the office.

VI. Board of Representatives Liaison Report – Dooley expressed her relief that the Neighbor Notification Law passed in the BOR last night.  There has been no activity on oil and gas leasing requests on County land.  SEQR procedures are being revised for County projects, and SEQR procedures are also being developed by IDA.  Dooley has been contacted by Wendy Skinner, who would be happy to help get environmental issues posted on the County website.

VII. Member Items –  Kenny Christianson reported that the Coal Tar Advisory Committee, a neighborhood group on the former coal tar manufacturing plant at Court & Plain Streets in the City, has been negotiating with NYSEG, DEC and the NYS Department of Health.  The official process is now changing to several steps, with phased checks and phased cleanup.  The Advisory Committee seeks a letter of support from EMC by January 3rd.  He provided a handout of the four points they want covered.  Motion by Kenny Christianson, seconded by Joyce Gerbasi, to provide a resolution of support.  Due to the short period of time available for comment, the draft resolution was amended, striking Whereas clauses 7 and 8, and rewording the Resolved clause to urge a complete investigation and cleanup.  Resolution passed by unanimous voice vote of members present.

Steve Nicholson asked if we had received any communication regarding formation of the new Tioga County EMC.  Susan said she has no information yet.

VIII. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 8, 2003
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