Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 10, 2002

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Darrel Clark, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, and Steve Uzmann

Absent:
Robert Ascher, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Don Weir, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison)

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Ed Marx (Commissioner of Planning)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
I. Privilege of the Floor – Kate Hackett (County Water Resources Planner) reported that the Water Resources Council (WRC) will take a two-track approach to developing recommendations for Jet Skis and two stroke engines. This is due to the nature of use and differences in impacts. A subcommittee, in conjunction with the Intermunicipal Organization’s Technical Committee, is researching recommendations for both tracks and will present them to the WRC in September. The EMC will have an opportunity to comment on the recommendations in October. 

II. Discussion: Municipal responses to aquifer questions – Municipal members relayed information they received from their municipalities concerning the aquifer study. Jeff Cox reported that the Village of Cayuga Heights has little reliance on aquifers and would consider this a low priority project. Bob Roe reported from the Town of Danby that they are extremely concerned and would participate in the study. Representatives from the Towns of Danby, Dryden, and Enfield indicated municipal support for protection measures.

Kate Hackett thanked members for their input and reported that the USGS is one-third complete with the needs assessment for the aquifer study. The County should have the full report in September.

Steve Uzmann asked if there had been any request for receiving seismic data from private testing companies. These companies sell data to oil companies for the purpose of determining the location of oil deposits at 7,000 to 9,000 feet. However, they do have valuable data that could be used to determine aquifer information that lies between 3,000 feet and the surface. Steve has had some initial contacts who would be willing to volunteer services to analyze and interpret this data if it could be obtained. Dooley Kiefer responded that she was unclear of current terminology and accepted an offer by Steve to work directly with the County Attorney to request this seismic data. 

III. Approval of June 12, 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes: III. First sentence added (a privately held corporation) after Community Energy. Inserted after “– farms will be constructed at feasible and desired sites across the State where communities want them.” For example, they are often compatible with farming. In October there will be a Community Energy wind farm dedication at a farm in Fenner, NY outside of Syracuse. Mr. Kamen noted the success of a similar wind power program in PA, where academic institutions (Carnegie Melon, University of Pennsylvania, Penn State) signed up early for long-term purchases of an entire wind turbine. VIII. Town of Caroline, first line should read  “decided to consider establishing a planning board.” Town of Danby, third line “The park plan was originally reviewed endorsed by the ERC EMC over a year ago.” Town of Danby, last line “There was a preliminary site plan request from the Finn family for Scottish Links, an existing 9-hole natural golf course on Comfort Road extension, to open for public use.”

IV. “Catch the Wind” State Wind Power Campaign – Steve Nicholson reported that the Energy Committee had discussed ways to get involved with the state campaign and decided to involve the EMC’s Energy Committee in providing public education and information about wind energy. They would not endorse Community Energy’s campaign because the committee was not comfortable in supporting a private company. In addition, Kenny Christianson will approach the local energy co-op and ask them to consider spearheading a local adopt-a-turbine campaign. 

The EMC, by consensus, supported the Education Committee’s efforts to promote the concept of wind power as a renewable energy source. The EMC also agreed that the Energy Committee should approach Cornell to urge its support of the State wind power campaign.
V. Proposal for Establishing Water Quality Records –Members discussed a proposal from Roger Yonkin to establish a water sampling program to keep track of the overall health of Cayuga Lake. Herb Engman mentioned the need to ask basic questions about water quality in the lake, find answers and then begin to develop policy. Members inquired about the extent of long term testing of the lake and Kate Hackett noted that there is a lot of existing data being collected. Efforts are currently underway to compile this data and present it in a user-friendly, web-based application – this project is funded by a grant and will take some time. Steve Uzmann stated that existing data is not very useful without standardized testing protocols. What is needed is an independent sampling process that starts with a baseline so that future data will be useful. Ed Marx related this discussion to watershed modeling. Through modeling you can explain the conditions in the receiving body and then work back through monitoring to figure out where they are coming from. This is an ongoing process all over the state. The only limit is the expense. He feels Tompkins County is moving in this direction, but it will take some time before conclusions can be drawn. 

The EMC voted to establish a Water Quality Committee to look at some of the issues raised and report back from time to time (11 yes, 1 abstention, 0 against). Committee members will consist of Roger Yonkin, Herb Engman, and Darrel Clark (time permitting). Roger will contact members to organize the first meeting.

VI. Resolution on Greenhouse Gas Emissions Target – Resolution No.4-2002 recommending an emissions reduction target for county operations was moved by Steve Nicholson, and seconded by Karen Edelstein. Friendly amendments were accepted and the motion was approved unanimously. 

VII. Lake Source Cooling Committee Report – Heather McDaniel reported that the Lake Source Cooling Committee met on June 15th and drafted a resolution requesting Cornell to make the raw LSC data available to the Town of Ithaca’s consultant, Benchmark Environmental Engineering and Science. After that meeting Heather spoke to Mary Russell, Town of Ithaca Deputy Supervisor, who indicated there may have been some miscommunication between Cornell and the consultant. She requested the EMC hold off on any action until the Town has pursued the issue on its own. As a result, the committee decided to hold off on a resolution. 

The committee also decided to be proactive in regards to the upcoming DEC permit renewal process and wants to draft a letter requesting the number of monitoring sites remain the same under the new permit. The LSC permit expires in March 2003 and Cornell will need to apply for a renewal by October 2002. Karen Edelstein reported from the last LSC Data Sharing Group meeting that Cornell representatives stated they were in favor of continuing the same monitoring regime. At that meeting there was also some discussion of discrepancies in the data. Pat McNally offered to visit the EMC and answer any questions they may have.   

VIII. Chair's Report – Susan Brock reported that the State Court of Appeals recently let stand an Appellate Court decision on the Pesticide Neighborhood Notification Law. The New York State Lawn Care Association sued some of the counties that opted in to the law, alleging that the counties failed to comply with SEQRA when they opted in to the law. The Appellate Court ruled that they did not need to do a SEQRA review and the Court of Appeals refused to hear the case. The decision made the press and Susan was briefly interviewed on local radio about the law and court cases.  

IX. Coordinator’s Report – Heather McDaniel asked if the EMC was ready to make a decision about co-sponsoring an event in the fall by the Population Institute. Members still felt some of their questions about the organization had not been addressed. Christian Boissonnas volunteered to gather further information about the organization for the next EMC meeting. Heather informed members that Dan Dostie from NRCS will present an overview of the Farm Bill to the Water Resources Council at their regular meeting next week if anyone is interested in attending. EMC members discussed and decided to accept an offer from Cornell to make a presentation on the West Campus Initiative at the September EMC meeting. Heather received a phone call from a local resident who was concerned about the recent reports of fish dying in Cayuga Lake and asked if anyone wanted to respond. Karen Edelstein offered to pass on information she was waiting on from the fish pathologists at Cornell. 

X. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer reported that the Government Operations Committee failed to approve a request of approximately $1,000 to survey the Caroline Pinnacles property. The property was removed from the County Auction list earlier this year after a number of issues arose about the property boundaries. The County Finance Director will contact Cornell to discuss a possible purchase price, which will be determined based on the County’s investment in the property to date. The 911 Dispatch Center proposed for the Airport property in the Village of Lansing is getting closer to happening. The County Administrator asked the Village of Lansing Planning Board for feedback on whether they would prefer a 125 foot tower that would accommodate the County’s needs or a 180 foot tower that could accommodate both the County and a private developer interested in locating a separate tower in the same area. There will be a meeting in the Town of Lodi on July 11th where the Town Board will vote on whether to recommend retraction of the ban on drilling in the Finger Lakes National Forest. The new resolution will encourage the development of natural gas pipelines through the forest. In a related matter, Congressman Hinchey succeeded in amending an appropriations bill that would continue the ban on drilling in the Finger Lakes National Forest through the end of the year.  
XI. Municipal Reports – Town of Enfield. Darrel Clark reported that the Town of Enfield established a water resource committee. An aquifer study was completed and they are looking at ways to protect the aquifer reaches and are designing testing and education sessions for residents. The highway department is undertaking some ditching and is using the dirt to fill in ponds. The Town is working with the County on locating a tower for the County pager system in Enfield. The town put in its first streetlights. They are interested in flower planters and recently completed a noise ordinance. Upcoming will be a trailer park law and a local burn barrel law. The next Enfield farmers market is scheduled for July 28th.
XII. Member Items
· Steve Uzmann reported that the ERC sent a letter of support for the Danby Parks Association to include in its grant application. A copy is circulating in the EMC mail folder.
· Steve Nicholson inquired about rules for EMC members regarding endorsing candidates for office in the fall. It was reiterated that EMC members should make it clear they are not speaking on behalf of the EMC or committees of the EMC.
· Barbara Ebert alerted members to the findings of coliform in a well and pond in Southern Cayuga County. The source is possibly from a dairy farm. 
· Steve Nicholson updated members on the adopt-a-highway program. The EMC has been given a portion of Route 13 near Warren Road and Hanshaw Road up to NYSEG. EMC members that will be involved in any cleaning will need to attend a mandatory safety meeting. Steve will try to set it up for the September EMC meeting.
XIII. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 11, 2002 _____
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