Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 12, 2002

Present:
Robert Ascher, Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Steve Uzmann, Don Weir, Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
Darrel Clark, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Larry Sharpsteen, Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison), Susan Kerns Robinson

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Ruth Davis (Kendall Environmental Committee)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m. Susan welcomed the EMC’s new member, Christian Boissonnas, who represents the Town of Ulysses where he has been a resident for 13 years.

II. Approval of May 8, 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with no changes.

III. “Catch The Wind” State Wind Power Campaign – Ron Kamen from Community Energy (a privately held corporation) gave a presentation about wind power and the new State wind power campaign. Community Energy has teamed up with NYSEG to provide customers with an option to purchase renewable energy for a monthly fee each month. This would be an additional charge added on to the customer’s regular monthly bill. The amount purchased will not go directly to that customer; it will subsidize the production of wind energy to add to the State power grid. Each kWh of wind energy added to the grid reduces a kWh of energy produced by a traditional power plant. As customers buy into the program, more wind farms will be constructed. This does not mean wind farms will be constructed in Tompkins County – farms will be constructed at feasible and desired sites across the State where communities want them. For example, they are often compatible with farming. In October there will be a Community Energy wind farm dedication at a farm in Fenner, NY outside of Syracuse. Mr. Kamen noted the success of a similar wind power program in PA, where academic institutions (Carnegie Melon, University of Pennsylvania, Penn State) signed up early for long-term purchases of an entire wind turbine. He said that in Octob In August and September NYSEG will start sending information to customers in their monthly bills. Customers will be able to purchase 100 kWh blocks of wind power at a cost of $2.50 for each block. The minimum purchase will be 2 blocks per month. Ron reminded members that NYSEG just reduced energy costs by 13% to residential customers, which adds up to average monthly savings of $10 per month – just think of the possibilities if everyone reinvested those savings in wind! Community Energy is also trying to spearhead an Adopt A Turbine campaign – signing up 1,800 customers to purchase 2 blocks of wind power each month (or 900 customers purchasing 4 blocks per month) would generate enough to put an additional wind turbine on line. 

Members asked questions about where wind farms could potentially be sited (Tompkins County is not currently being pursued as a siting option), the effect on birds (technology has increased significantly since the first wind farms and avian studies have been conducted), and the potential of co-locating telecommunications equipment on turbines. Ron said he would forward additional information back to the EMC to answer these questions more fully. 

Ron asked the EMC for their help in making Tompkins County the leader in New York State for this program. The Sierra Club and the Natural Resources Defense Council are supporting this State wind power campaign. He suggested some of the ways the EMC can get involved: pass a resolution in support of purchasing wind power, urge the County to support wind energy in its electrical purchases, and get involved in the Adopt A Turbine campaign. The EMC will discuss these options and whether they want to get involved at the July EMC meeting.    
IV. Chair's Report – Susan Brock asked members if the EMC wanted to co-sponsor a talk by the Washington, D. C. based Population Institute.  Its fall campaign will involve presentations on the links between world population and the environment. Heather will get more information about the Population Institute, its mission and any fees associated with sponsoring an event and report back at the July meeting. The protocol for adopting new UNAs was postponed until the July EMC meeting because it was not ready yet. Bruce Johnson, a longtime EMC member, resigned his position as a municipal EMC representative from the Village of Freeville. The EMC is sorry to see him go – he will be missed. Susan presented the draft 2003 budget for the EMC. The proposed budget represents a 13% reduction in funds from the 2002 budget (A reduction from $1,500 to $1,300). The largest dollar cut is in the line item for interns. Susan asked committees if they had any projects anticipated for 2003 that could use an intern and to let the Executive Committee know as soon as possible. Susan reported that the Planning Committee received recommendations from the EMC Executive Committee regarding adding the EMC to the County Charter.

V. Coordinator’s Report – Heather McDaniel updated members on the Vital Communities Initiative Development and Preservation Principles. The EMC passed a resolution in support of the principles in March and the County BOR adopted them as interim principles on June 4th. She also updated members on the needs assessment for an aquifer study which the EMC passed a resolution in support of last month. The County Board approved the needs assessment at its May 21st meeting. Dooley Kiefer added that funds for the assessment were found in the Planning Department so the County would not need to appropriate additional funds. Kate Hackett will be the main contact with USGS in moving forward – results are expected in the fall. At last month’s EMC meeting, Kate Hackett shared a list of aquifer questions and concerns that the County Board is grappling with. Municipal EMC members should share these with their municipalities and be ready for a discussion at the July 10th EMC meeting. Heather reminded members that the July meeting location was changed to the Old Jail Conference Room (125 E. Court Street). 

VI. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer shared her excitement that the Vital Communities Initiative Development and Preservation Principles passed and spoke briefly about the County approval for the aquifer study. She reported that the Planning Committee and the Charter Review Committee have approved language adding the EMC to the County Charter. Meetings were offered on Monday between NYSERDA and county employees on energy efficient office equipment. She felt the discussion was in line with the EMC Energy Committee’s request last month to the Planning Committee to develop a countywide purchasing policy that requires energy efficient purchases. The Planning Committee sent a memo in support of such a policy and the Purchasing Department will draft a policy, which Dooley suggested should be sent to the EMC for review when it is completed.
VII. Member Items – Roger Yonkin reported he wants the EMC to seek out expert advice to develop a strategy for what types of water quality monitoring should be administered for Cayuga Lake and where. He drafted a proposal and it will be circulated for discussion at the July EMC meeting. If there is sufficient interest, a committee will be formed to start working on this project. Dooley Kiefer reported that the consultant hired by the Ithaca Town Board to independently audit the water quality data from Lake Source Cooling has been unable to get access to the raw data. The EMC voted unanimously to create the Lake Source Data Committee to research and respond to this information. The Committee will include Barbara Ebert, Don Weir, Joyce Gerbasi, Karen Edelstein and Heather McDaniel.
VIII. Municipal Reports 
Town of Caroline: Steve Nicholson reported from the Town of Caroline that they have decided to consider establishing a planning board and in July will meet to establish a comprehensive plan. Caroline Board members attended a LEAPE (Locally Led Education and Action for Protecting the Environment) workshop last weekend sponsored by Cornell Cooperative Extension, Cayuga Lake Watershed Network and the County Planning Department. The workshop is designed to build local capacity for environmental decision making. The Town Board established a street lighting committee to look at reducing the number of streetlights which currently cost the town $10,000 annually in electricity fees. The committee recommended moving lights from residential to more heavily trafficked areas and reducing the number of lights by 50%. The Town Board is considering the proposal. The Town is communicating with the County on siting a communication tower on Taft Road for the County’s emergency paging system. The Town is also planning to contract with the USGS to survey two aquifers (Six Mile Creek and Willseyville).

Town of Danby: Robert Roe reported that there is no major commercial development planned. The Danby Community Park Association is applying for a state grant of $109,350 to create a 90-acre park in the center of the Hamlett of Danby. The park plan was originally reviewed by the ERC over a year ago and has undergone some changes: the senior housing is no longer proposed and the community center will be considered under a separate proposal. The Parks Association would like to include a letter of support from the EMC in its grant application. The Environmental Review Committee will review the new plans and draft a letter of support. The Town raised $2,000 last weekend at a barbecue to raise money for the proposed park. There was a preliminary site plan request from the Finn family for Scottish Links, an existing 9-hole natural golf course on Comfort Road extension, to open for public use. 

Town of Dryden: Joyce Gerbasi reported that the Dryden CAC will present the open space inventory soon. The Town is addressing the aquifer questions and concerns from Kate Hackett and will forward them to her directly. The Town has put money aside for study of the Virgil Creek aquifer. The Town is grappling with applications for cell tower placement and also highway right of ways in terms of cutting roadside trees. Susan Brock mentioned that there is a videotape available in the Planning Department from the workshop held last summer on siting wireless communications facilities if anyone wants it for informational purposes.
Don Weir reported that the Ithaca golf course had once been denied a request to use gray water for watering the golf course. He wondered if it might be worthwhile to try this again now that the new tertiary treatment at the Ithaca municipal wastewater treatment plant will limit the amount of phosphorous in the water. Dooley Kiefer agreed to bring this to Kate Hackett’s attention at the Water Resources Council.

IX. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 9, 2002

Page 3

