Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 12, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Darrel Clark, Jeff Cox, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Heather McDaniel, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Bill Lesser, Tony Zarachowicz 

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives (BOR) Liaison)

Staff:
Tom Mank (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Mikel Shakarjian (TC Administration), Carolyn Shapiro (visitor)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m.  Susan introduced Carolyn Shapiro, who has applied for an at-large seat on the EMC. 
II. Privilege of the Floor – Mikel Shakarjian brought a copy of the Public Safety Communication Project final scope.  She thanked EMC members for comments that had been made on the draft and invited further comments.  The document is also available on the website.  Bob Roe commented on the NYS DEC Region 7 Master Recreation Plan for state lands in the region.  He was at the DEC office today and the head forester told him they are close to finalizing the plan and documents are ready to mail when final approval comes.  Bob has been assured that the Unit Action Plan will include off road parking and improved handicapped access.  We also might get restoration of areas that are harvested for upland habitat.  The State Foresters will be faxing any changes in their deer management policy.

III. Presentation of Plaque – Susan Brock expressed her thanks for the work of Mikel Shakarjian while she was EMC Coordinator at the Planning Department.  A plaque was presented to Mikel.  Mikel thanked the members and encouraged them to remain active in County government, saying she felt the EMC’s role is important. 

IV. Approval of November 2001 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes: Section IV, paragraph 6: following “does PDR consider this?”, add “George’s charge seems to have been to protect working farms, not the best agricultural soils.”  Section IV, paragraph 9: add at end of paragraph, “and some farms cross municipal boundaries.”  Section IV, paragraph 14: remove comment [“How would the County monitor UNAs”] and response.  Replace with: Comment: “It’s great that you are considering PDRs for natural lands.  How will the county handle the monitoring and stewardship of 20,000 or so acres of natural lands that are likely to be ecologically and topographically more complex than Ag lands?  Will this require additional staffing?”  George - reiterated his recommendation for doing an Open Space Plan, but also indicated that the administration of PDRs on natural lands could be accomplished WITHOUT additional staff, as has been the case in Lancaster, PA.    Section X: Change to read, “The UNA Education committee has established a new UNA”.  Also change “off Mitchell Street, on Hawthorne Road” to read “between Mitchell Street and Pine Tree Road”.  Change “Cornell University has been will be notified.”

V. Chair's Report – The Planning Department has hired a new Commissioner, Edward Marx, as announced in the EMC newsletter.  Appointment of a new EMC Coordinator will be made after Mr. Marx begins as Commissioner, and Tom mentioned he may remain as Coordinator.  Several members are not applying for reappointment [John Kiefer, Susan Kerns Robinson, Sarah Fern Striffler (resigned) and possibly Barbara Ebert].  Susan thanked these members for their service.

VI. Coordinator’s Report – Tom Mank said the letters from the Environmental Review Committee have been forwarded to the BOR regarding the Six-Point Traffic Plan and the EIS on the Southwest development.  The Oil/Gas Drilling Resolution and the Price-Anderson Resolution will be discussed at the Planning Committee of the Board of Representatives next week if they are passed tonight at EMC.  The Planning Committee would like someone from the Environmental Review Committee/EMC to attend their meeting next week (12/19 from 12:10-12:50 at OJCR).  Going around in the Information Folder there is a copy of a letter from the State Comptroller, Carl McCall, supporting the Environmental Protection Fund.  Receipts for travel to the NYS Association of EMCs’ annual meeting need to be submitted before the end of the year.  A group from Tioga County has asked for a speaker on February 19th, 7 to 9 PM in Owego.  They are interested in starting an EMC in Tioga County.  They would like to have an EMC member attend and speak about our EMC – Susan has agreed to attend.  The Planning Department has published a newsletter, and copies are available for EMC members.

VII. BOR Liaison Report – no report.
VIII. Review of EMC Goals and Work for 2001– Education Committee provided a handout.  They were very pleased with their Earth Day table and received good input from the public.  The revisions of the Environmental Directory were partially completed.  They are gathering updates for listings and developing a website.  The Committee was excited about the Adopt-A-Highway Program, but all the areas they were interested in had been already selected by other groups. They expect to pursue it further.  Library Solar Panels are up and running and the Committee would like to have the display provide more information about how much electricity is produced for the day/month/life of the panels.  A Land Preservation Options brochure for Unique Natural Areas (UNAs) was published and distributed at the NYSAEMC conference.  Further information has been gathered on the Burn Barrel Law and Randy Kuhl noted that legislation is pending.  According to new DEC reports, burning only paper produces more dioxins than burning mixed trash.   The Education Committee has lost many members, and welcomes new volunteers.  Committee accomplishments include publication of the Land Preservation Options brochure (which they expect to send to the municipalities), development of the UNA display board, establishment of the new UNA between Mitchell Street and Pine Tree Road, and initiation of the process for sponsoring a municipal trash cleanup in each municipality.  Next year they expect to develop written protocols for establishing new UNAs, publish the webpage, and revise the Environmental Directory.  Tom Mank offered to provide digital files of newsletters and minutes for the webpage.  

Environmental Review Committee -- Steve Uzmann expressed appreciation for all that the Committee has done and that they are satisfied with what they accomplished this year.  Some of the larger projects reviewed were the Cornell Radiation Disposal Site, ongoing Airport construction, Southwest Park, drilling in the National Forest, and gas/oil drilling on County lands.  Next year, review of the Black Diamond Trail is proposed. E-mail correspondence has worked effectively for the group this year.

Water Resources Committee – Due to small membership, they haven’t met for a number of months.  The Jacksonville Water District was discussed.  The Tompkins County Water Resources Council has done similar work to that contemplated by the Water Resources Committee.  The EMC may rethink the focus of the Water Resources Committee for 2002, if it is established as a committee next year.

Pesticides Committee – The Pesticides Committee favors passing the Neighborhood Notification law, but Peter Penniman of the Planning Committee seems to feel it won’t pass.  The BOR may establish a working group to study reduction of pesticide use on our lawns.  More information needs to be given to the full BOR and the EMC needs to decide on endorsement.  Information also must be obtained about the lawsuits in the counties that have opted in for the local law.  We will discuss this topic at the February meeting.  Tom will provide copies of the EMC’s summary of the law (prepared in 2000) to EMC members at the January meeting.

Communications Towers Project – This committee and ERC both provided comments on the draft scope for the Public Safety Communications Project.  The draft Request for Proposals is now available on the county website, and the Communications Towers committee will provide comments, which are due just prior to the next EMC meeting.

Susan Brock voiced appreciation for all the hard work of committee members.  We will establish the 2002 Committees at the January meeting.

IX. Environmental Review Committee – RESOLUTION: NO. 9-2001  - RESOLUTION URGING NO REAUTHORIZATION OF THE PRICE ANDERSON ACT was amended and passed with 10 yes votes, 3 no votes,  0 abstentions. 
This resolution was discussed and approved with the following resulting changes:

Para 8: “… to re-enact Price Anderson soon, using citing our dependence on foreign oil as an excuse a reason for urging the construction of a new generation of “inherently safe” nuclear reactors, and”

This paragraph was amended, with the motion passing with 11 yes votes, 2 no votes, 0 abstentions.

Para 9: “WHEREAS, instead, if the attacks of September 11, 2001 have showed us anything about nuclear power, it is that a nuclear power plant is a potential terrorist target, and”
This paragraph was amended, with the motion passing with 12 yes votes, 1 no votes, 0 abstentions.

Para 10: “WHEREAS, if reactors are now ‘inherently safe’, there should be no need for this public subsidy that, among other things, does not allow any home-owner or business-owner to be insured against nuclear power risks, since all such individual insurance policies have a ‘nuclear exclusion clause’, and”
This paragraph was deleted, with the motion passing with 7 yes votes, 6 no votes, 1 abstentions.  The Chair (Susan) originally voted “no” on this, making the vote 7 yes votes, 7 no votes to delete this section.  A member raised a point of order regarding whether or not the Chair could vote to institute a “tie”.  Rather than delay this vote until next meeting (to resolve the point of order), the Chair changed her vote to an abstention.

Para 12: “WHEREAS, if the nuclear industry is the safe, market viable, and mature industry it claims to be, it can should be held accountable for the real cost…”
This paragraph was amended and passed with 13 yes votes, 0 no votes, 0 abstentions.

Add new para 13: “RESOLVED, further, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to our Congressional representatives, the appropriate U.S. Senate Committee Chair(s), and the Tompkins County Board of Representatives for their consideration".

RESOLUTION NO. 8-2001  - RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING GENERAL POLICY ON GAS/OIL LEASING PROPOSALS ON COUNTY LAND was amended and passed with 11 yes votes, 1 no vote, 1 abstention.

This resolution was discussed and approved with the following resulting changes:

Resolution Title: “RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING GENERAL POLICY AND THAT THE TOMPKINS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT COUNCIL REVIEW ON GAS/OIL LEASING PROPOSALS ON COUNTY LAND”

Para 3:  “WHEREAS, during its review, the committee developed generic recommendations for consideration to guide the County regarding future leasing proposals, and”

Para 4/5: “…on county land, and now therefore be it RESOLVED… (see attached Memo dated December 3 6, 2001)”

Para 6: “…(see attached Memo dated December 3 6, 2001) and recommends the formulation of a general County policy that could would be imposed on applied to all current and future…”

The December 6, 2001 memo, which is referenced in RESOLUTION NO. 8-2001, was discussed and approved with the following resulting changes:

Caswell Landfill section, Para 1: “Parcel 23.-1- -23.1 22.3, 47.3 acres…We note there is a relatively high water table in this area and we caution that if drilling near this parcel results in…”

Generic Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations section, 1st sentence: “… by Katherine Borgella in her attached letters of June 6, 2001 and…”

Generic Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations section, para 2: 

Change from: “… offer a uniform standardized lease. With a number of restrictions.  These should include, in part, a no surface occupancy (NSO) stipulation, prohibition of gas pipelines, roads, easements for pipelines, roads or utilities, no shot-hole seismic surveying, no parking of gas company vehicles or equipment and any other restrictions the county deems appropriate”.

To: “… offer a uniform standardized lease with a number of restrictions. These restrictions should include, in part: 

· a no surface occupancy (NSO) stipulation, 

· prohibition of gas pipelines, roads, easements for pipelines, roads or utilities, 

· no shot-hole seismic surveying, 

· no on-site or down hole gas storage,

· no parking of gas company vehicles or equipment, and 

· any other restrictions the County deems appropriate.  

Generic Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations section, para 5B: move to para 2 as 1st sentence after bulleted revision listed above and to read: “The lease should ensure that the agreement provides for complete decommissioning and environmental rehabilitation at the well-owners expense of all areas within the drilling unit affected by the wellhead, access roads, mud pits, brine ponds, and other impacts”.   Since 5B was moved to para 2, renumber other para 5B issues. 
Generic Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations section, para 7: delete the last sentence reading “We recommend that the County should not adversely affect taxpayer’s rights to use their lands as they wish unless there is real cause for doing so”.

NOTE: It was decided to move the “Generic Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations” section to the beginning of the memo, ahead of the “Site Specific Gas/Oil Leasing Recommendations” section.

One overall comment from John Dennis: he is on the committee that drafted Resolution 8-2001, but he does not support it because he felt it is not in the County’s interest to release oil/gas deposits for national and global reasons.  From a national perspective, there is not enough economic pressure to drive the conservation of fossils fuels for our future.  He feels we should be leaving fuel deposits in Tompkins County in the ground for future generations to utilize or not.  From a global perspective, the United States’ energy policies are not responsible given the world’s global warming crisis.

X. Appointment of Chair—Herb Engman presented the Nominating Committee’s recommendation to appoint Susan Brock to the position of Chair for 2002.  No nominations were received from the floor.  Vote was unanimous to recommend that the Board of Representatives appoint Susan Brock as Chair for 2002.  

XI. Member Items– Dooley Kiefer: Tom Mank asked for a member to be present at the next Planning Committee meeting.  Dooley will present tonight’s resolution to the Planning Committee on the 19th.  Susan reminded members that there is a minimum attendance requirement to maintain a seat.  Attendance issues will be discussed at a future meeting.
XII. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Tom Mank, Planning Analyst

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 9, 2002 _____
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