Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 11, 2001

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Darrel Clark, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi (arrived at 8:20), Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Robert Ascher, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Bill Lesser, Stephen Nicholson, Susan Kerns Robinson, Sarah Fern Striffler, Roger Yonkin 

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives (BOR) Liaison)

Guests:
Donna Connery (ECO Cornell), Scott Estro (EMC Intern), Steve Landau (visitor), Mary Shelley (visitor) 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:00 p.m.  She welcomed new members Jeff Cox (Village of Cayuga Heights) and Darrel Clark (Town of Enfield).
II. Privilege of the Floor – Steve Landau spoke about cell tower placement.  His main concern was the health effects of radiation. He discussed scientific evidence that suggests that children’s electromagnetic radiation absorption rates are significantly higher than that of an adult.  Steve noted that the county did not consider state lands for potential tower locations and he feels strongly about making sure that towers are not near communities.  Dooley noted that health effects of tower placement for the county's project are able be considered when planning tower sites, since the County is not a wireless carrier for whose tower locations the FAA forbids municipalities from considering health effects. Susan assured Steve that now is the right time for voicing concern, since the county has not chosen the sites yet, and thanked Steve for his contribution.

III. Approval of June 2001 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following change: (1) BOR Liason Report should read, "Dooley Kiefer mentioned that she has been working with the Water Resources Council and the Water Quality Strategy Plan is being revised and there are some questions with respect to prioritization of water bodies in the county needing work."

IV. Chair's Report – Susan Brock mentioned that Tompkins County Planning Commissioner, Jim Hanson, would be retiring at the end of September.  She said she and Dooley are on the committee for finding Jim’s replacement.  She asked if any council members had comments about desirable qualifications for the next planning commissioner.  Herb suggested that we acknowledge Jim Hanson’s support of the EMC by resolution at the next meeting.  Susan also said that the BOR Government Operations Committee has requested the EMC’s recommendation on the potential leasing of mineral rights on three parcels of land to two energy exploration companies.  Susan noted that while this specific question must be dealt with, Katie Borgella of TC Planning also wants the EMC’s input on the process that should be followed every time a company seeks to lease County mineral rights.  One parcel in question is close to 50 acres and contains the Caswell landfill. Another is also about 50 acres, and contains the wetlands that were constructed to mitigate for the loss of wetlands filled at the airport in the early 1990s.  The third parcel is 100-acres in Newfield and Caroline, which is part of a larger parcel dedicated to reforestry purposes.  The Environmental Review Committee agreed to look into the requests.  Kate Hackett formally invited the EMC to become part of the Vital Communities initiative process. Herb Engman agreed to be the EMC’s contact.

V. Coordinator’s Report – Susan Brock gave Mikel's report, as Mikel was in Albany and could not attend the meeting.  Mikel has received many inquires about jet ski regulation on Cayuga Lake, and Schuyler County’s EMC is petitioning to recommend to the county legislature regulations to limit or prohibit jet ski activities on Seneca Lake.  She mentioned that the Schuyler County EMC had sent information on this issue.  Susan asked if the EMC's Water Resources Committee would like to work on this issue with Mary Shelly.  Susan also mentioned the BOR will consider passing its own resolution for Gary Hotaling.  Susan said that Frank Proto will present the resolution to the BOR since Gary had been a member of his district.  Susan asked the Council what three current EMC projects would be suitable newsletter items to submit to the New York State Association of Environmental Management Councils.  The three items were agreed upon: (1) County emergency communication system upgrade (helping select consultant, working on SEQRA process with County, helping develop RFP, all with goal of minimizing numbers and heights of new towers and encouraging co-location), (2)  Leasing of mineral rights on County lands (advising County on whether to do so for specific parcels and recommending a process for the County to follow for all future requests), and (3) CU Radiation Disposal site cleanup process (commenting on PRAP, etc.).  Susan mentioned that Don Barber, former EMC member and chair and currently supervisor of the Town of Caroline, noticed that a lot of trees along major roadways, mostly white pines and hedges, seem to be decaying.  He speculates that road salt may be a contributing factor. He asked Mikel to bring it up to the EMC to see if anyone else noticed this as a trend.  Also, he had heard of a product called “Magic” that might reduce salt toxicity.  Susan asked if anyone would research the toxicity-reducing effects of Magic on road salt.  Council members did not seem to notice roadside deaths as a trend.  They discussed the deaths of many trees in general (including trees well off the roads) due to acid rain, blights and other ailments.  Susan announced that the Water Resources Council is going to be hosting an informational meeting on Lake Source Cooling Data, to be presented by the Buffalo-based consultant group, Benchmark, Inc., who have been hired by the Town of Ithaca.

VI. Towers Committee – Susan Brock said four vendors are conducting presentations of communication systems that may meet the county's needs. Two vendors (Nextel and PadCom) have already done their presentations, and two more, M/A Comm and Motorola, are scheduled for July 16th, at 10 AM and 12:30 PM respectively, in the Borg-Warner Room of the Tompkins County Public Library.  Susan said while the first two vendors may not be able to meet the County’s functional specifications, the last two should be able to do so.  Dooley mentioned that the presentations are being videotaped.  Susan also mentioned that the county is still developing the request for proposals (RFP). Specifications likely will include a requirement for 95% in-street portable coverage.  Some members thought this level of coverage was not necessary in low population areas.  Susan said given our topography, consultants think the numbers of towers can be kept down through the use of vehicle repeaters.  NYSTEC, the county’s wireless consultant, assured public safety people that technology has advanced enough to warrant the use of vehicle repeaters.  Susan said that the next few meetings on the RFP, once the specifications are set, will deal with how to give emphasis to environmental issues and cost when the County evaluates the responses to the RFP.  NYS’s Statewide Wireless Network (SWN) RFP is also being developed as well. Susan said that Mikel thought that it may be possible to coordinate our project with the statewide project in several ways: be part of the SWN initial "pilot" build-out, or have the SWN co-locate on any new County structures, with the state reimbursing the County for some of its capital expenditures.  

Susan mentioned the Wireless Planning Workshop to be co-sponsored by the EMC, BOR and Municipal Officials Association on July 30th from 4-7 PM in the Borg-Warner Conference Room in the Public Library.  The California-based consultants, Kreines and Kreines will answer questions about how municipalities can plan for the wireless explosion and work together.  Susan also mentioned several pending applications for new towers by private companies.  Crown, Inc. has talked to Lansing about locating a tower at the town barn site, and Independent Wireless One, Inc. has talked to the Town of Ulysses about locating a 120-ft. tower at the Trumansburg Fairgrounds.  Independent Wireless One, Inc. has been hired by Sprint to secure sites throughout New York State to meet Sprint's coverage objectives. It was recommended by an EMC member that all unpopulated state lands should be a required criteria for tower location.

VII. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer mentioned that she needed to change the minutes with her correction (see above), which was passed unanimously.

VIII. Resolution 4-2001 FLNF DEIS, Environmental Review Committee (ERC) – Barbara Ebert passed out draft EMC Resolution 4-2001, drafted by the ERC, on the Finger Lakes National Forest (FLNF) Oil and Gas Leasing draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).  After much discussion in committee, the ERC decided to propose this draft resolution to the EMC. Barbara noted strong opposition to the ERC’s proposed resolution from an ERC member who could not be present at the EMC meeting.  Barbara handed out maps and explained the DEIS’s alternatives and their corresponding environmental impacts.  Different alternatives consist of different combinations of amounts of permissible surface occupancy and leasing of mineral rights.  The alternatives include Alternative 3 (no surface occupancy or disturbance in the FLNF; mineral rights beneath the surface are leased and companies can tap these resources through directional drilling from adjacent private lands); and Alternative 4 (no surface occupancy or disturbance in the FLNF, and no leasing of mineral rights).  Steve Uzmann said the ERC felt that Alternative 3 was preferable because it would prohibit any disturbance within the FLNF, could result in fewer wells on adjacent private lands, and would give the United States some say in the placement of wells on private lands.  Private landowners have been leasing their mineral rights and companies will try to tap the resources beneath the FLNF, regardless of what the United States does.  So wells on adjacent private lands are going to exist and if the United States leases its mineral rights, directional drilling will be permitted, which may result in fewer wells on the private lands.  Herb Engman suggested that adjacent private landowners could hold a lot of power if the FLNF’s mineral rights are not leased. Many members were aware of landowners willing to allow drilling to receive the financial benefits.  In response to a question about why Schuyler County local governments and groups support Alternative 4, Steve said he had asked that same question of Alternative 4 proponents and the only response he had received was that they did not trust the federal government.  The ERC wanted the U.S.D.A. Forest Service to establish a dedicated trust fund for all mineral rights income from the FLNF.  One of the things the trust fund could be used for is acquisition of additional land for the FLNF.  Dooley Kiefer felt that specific examples of what the trust fund could be used for should be included in the resolution, and members added replenishing and maintaining the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the remediation of environmental damage to the FLNF resulting from approved Special Use Permits or easements, and the development of renewable energy resources.  The ERC felt the DEIS was inadequate in certain ways, and the EMC decided that the problems with the DEIS should be spelled out in a letter to accompany the EMC’s resolution.  Motion to approve the resolution (as amended) passed unanimously. After much discussion by the EMC, the draft letter was amended and approved unanimously.

IX. Member Items– Joyce Gerbasi announced that she was late to the meeting because she was attending the Dryden Town Board where they were considering supporting the aquifer study resolution. She said that the town is sending out the resolution.  Barbara announced that the next ERC committee meeting is July 24th, and welcomed new members.   
X. Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:25 p.m.
Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on September 12, 2001 _____
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