Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 13, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock (arrived at 7:30), Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Bill Lesser, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Steve Uzmann

Absent:
John Dennis, Susan Kerns Robinson, Larry Sharpsteen, Sarah Fern Striffler, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz 

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives (BOR) Liaison), Lynn Leopold

Guests:
Tammi Aiken (Cornell University (CU)), Liz Cameron (CU), Jeff Cox (visitor from Cayuga Heights), Lanny Joyce (CU), Mary Shelley (visitor) 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
II. Privilege of the Floor – Mary Shelly discussed jet ski traffic on the lake and fuel pollution. She said one-third of the fuel from a jet ski running at full speed is dispelled into the lake. There is no local law regulating the use of jet skis since this authority was granted to local governments. Mary suggested a disincentive to own old motors, or incentive to buy new ones would be desirable.  Mikel Shakarjian added that the Schuyler County EMC could help the EMC approach this issue, because they have been working actively on implementing legislation concerning jet ski use on Seneca Lake. Mikel expected to receive materials from Schuyler EMC soon. Robert Roe discussed the Recreation Master Plan for Region VII.  He said the draft went through public review and has been forwarded to Albany, without public review. He requested two copies (Mikel and Danby Planning Board) be sent once the document is released. Bob also said that 75% of mineral rights in state forests were retained by the federal government when the transfer was made. He felt that the current EIS for Oil and Gas leasing in the Finger Lakes National Forest would set a precedent for federal government leasing in state lands as well. Jeff Cox introduced himself as a visitor from Cayuga Heights who is thinking of serving on the EMC. Jeff mentioned that he has been working on the Deer Study in Cayuga Heights.  

III. Discussion:  Lake Source Cooling Update– The Lake Source Cooling (LSC) Facility tour was discussed by various members who noted that few people attended. Herb Engman said that the facility was aesthetically pleasing and very technologically advanced. He explained how the thermal shock to fish from the discharge pipe is significantly less than thought, because discharge is being dispersed through a diffuser, or a pipe with many holes in it, to disperse the discharge over a broader area.  Joyce said that the phosphorus level has risen in the south end of Cayuga Lake, but also learned that if the phosphorus (P) level goes too low, it may impact the fish populations. Steve Nicholson mentioned lake seiches in deep water indicate that mixing is occurring. Often no one is in the LSC building and it is operated remotely in real time. Members also discussed the screening of the pipes and its effectiveness at preventing fish and shrimp from entering the system. Members also noted that LSC still needs to go through a summer operation.  Karen Edelstein added that the modeling is difficult because of annual environmental variation.  One concern was eutrophication and data indicates Chlorophyll a is not increasing even thought Total P is higher. She also said that Total P is 50% less than the models predicted in a worse case scenario. 

IV. Approval of May 2001 Minutes – The May 2001 minutes were approved unanimously with the following change: (1) Change misspelling of “paradioxane” throughout document.
V. Chair’s Report– Susan Brock said the Solar Celebration was a huge success, and mentioned that the EMC was given recognition for its part in promoting the use of solar panels on the County library building. She asked who from the EMC would be attending the Vital Communities workshop and Barbara Ebert, Lynn Leopold and Herb Engman indicated they would attend. Susan also mentioned receiving an e-mail from Susan Kerns Robinson, who had concerns about drilling in the Finger Lakes National Forest, and mentioned that the Environmental Review Committee may wish to talk with Robinson while preparing comments.  Susan also mentioned the Wireless Planning Workshop, which the EMC and the Board of Representatives will co-sponsor.  She said municipalities need to be involved to develop a regional approach to tower siting. Susan also noted that the county does not have legal authority to impose land use regulations and each municipality must enact local zoning laws.  Kreines and Kreines, a California group, will be facilitating the workshop. Mikel mentioned that she has been pushing for the workshop to help municipalities understand the Federal Telecommunications Act, and how recent lawsuits have changed the way local control can be implemented.  She also mentioned that the workshop was also supported by the Municipal Officials Association. Susan mentioned that there will be no EMC meeting in August.  Susan also said Frank Proto requested that he would like the EMC to ask the DEC to contact the EMC and BOR whenever there are proposed sales of timber in the County’s state forests since he has received complaints about logging operations and was not aware they were occurring. Members discussed if this was an environmental issue, or a communication issue.  Susan suggested that the EMC call DEC to find out procedures and gather more info, and send a follow-up letter.
VI. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel handed out materials from the Water Resources Council for EMC municipal members to take to their town boards on behalf of an aquifer study program to be funded by the county. Members suggested Mikel notify Kate Hackett of vacant EMC positions.  Mikel offered to email the materials as well. Mikel also handed out the new Local Government Directory and copies of the Owasco Lake Watershed Management Plan.  Mikel discussed the last NYSAEMC (New York State Association of EMCs) meeting where she learned that LEAP (Local Environmental Assistance Program) funding was still available but was being redirected to other programs (namely Cornell Cooperative Extensions around the state) rather than EMCs. Mikel said several NYSAEMC members met with DEC Commissioner Erin Crotty, to discuss this issue and familiarize her with EMCs. Mikel said there has been a dramatic loss in the numbers of EMC’s statewide due to the lost LEAP funding.  Mikel noted that an incomplete NYSAEMC survey statewide of EMC projects was presented to Erin Crotty illustrating the need for at least a half million dollars worth of projects. The President of NYSAEMCs asked for individual EMC’s to further this effort by sending a letter individually supporting the survey and the identified needs, and copying it to your local state representatives. The NYSAEMC is seeking a member item during the state budget stalemate to provide some funding to EMCs. Members discussed sending a letter and reached consensus that Mikel should draft a letter, adding the information from Tompkins County and sending it to the DEC Commissioner and local state representatives.
VII. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer mentioned that she has been working with the Water Resources Council and the Water Quality Strategy Plan is being revised and there are some questions with respect to prioritization of water bodies in the county needing work.

VIII. Cornell Radiation Disposal Site– Barbara summarized the list of issues and resolution from the Environmental Review Committee. She said the resolution passed unanimously after significant debate, confirming the approval of Alternative 6.  Bruce Johnson moved, seconded by Bob Roe, that the EMC adopt the resolution. Members began discussing the resolution and a friendly amendment was made to add a description of Alternative 6 to the resolution.  Members mentioned concerns over the cost evaluation and scoring criteria used. Barbara Ebert said she received a copy of the report from Duke University but it arrived too late to be useful. John Keifer said he works at the CU department where this project is being coordinated. He said he would have cast a dissenting vote in committee because he is confident that monitoring in place will determine any future problems. Members also discussed the lack of a standard for paradioxane and that the standard being used now is much higher than it is elsewhere. Susan Brock mentioned that the Record of Decision will include re-openers if data indicates a problem exists.  The resolution passed with one against (John Keifer), and one abstention (Susan Brock). Motion was made to adopt the letter and modify to send on behalf of the EMC, passed with Bruce Johnson and John Kiefer against, and one abstention (Susan Brock).

IX. Gary Hotaling Resolution – Members were given copies of the draft resolution, which recognizes the achievements of this long-time EMC member who recently died. Motion to accept Resolution No. 4-2001 was seconded and the resolution passed unanimously. Susan Brock said funds will be expended to frame the resolution and present it to his family. 

X. Pesticide Committee– Susan Brock and Herb Engman summarized the efforts she and the EMC have been asked to complete and present to the BOR Planning and Health Committees, and asked for volunteers to help assist these efforts.  Steve Nicholson, Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Keifer and Jeff Cox offered their time and Steve volunteered to spearhead the effort.  A member mentioned that someone from Kendal was very concerned about the use of pesticides at the facility and would like a presentation on the information.  Dooley mentioned the role of Cayuga Heights in past legislation.  Herb mentioned the legislative record and noted it was interesting to identify who was for, or against, the neighbor notification law. Members discussed a need to research the effect of drift and exposure. Susan wanted an intern to research implementation of the proposed county-opt in.  Bruce requested a brief bulleted list of talking points on the issue.  

XI. Liaisons– Susan read the list of nominees for liaison positions. Move to adopt the slate by Bruce Johnson, seconded by Barbara Ebert; the motion passed unanimously.

XII. Member Items–  Dooley Kiefer said the airport wants to install an irrigation system and she is very concerned about the use of municipal water for this purpose.  She suggested a rainwater collection system to provide irrigation water and received a memo from the airport arguing why a cistern system will not work. Members discussed their concerns with this type of approach and suggested using more appropriate plantings that do not require irrigation. Steve Uzmann explained that the Water Resources Council created an ad-hoc committee to provide comments on the PRAP for the CU RAD site.  He also passed out an article on the industry changes behind the Finger Lakes Oil and Gas Leasing EIS, adding that the Environmental Review Committee will be looking at the EIS in June, since the deadline was extended.  The Education Committee requested each municipal member to approach municipalities to identify one site they would like cleaned-up. 

Adjournment– Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.
Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on July 11, 2001 _____
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