Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 11, 2001

Present:
Robert Ascher, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Bill Lesser, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
John Dennis, Jean Foley, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson, Sarah Fern Striffler, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer (BOR Liaison)

Guests:
Kate Hackett (County Planning), Heather Hofmeister (TC Dog), Susanne Morgan (TC Dog), Aaron Couture (TC Dog)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 7:00 p.m. 
II. Privilege of the Floor – Kenny Christianson announced that Earth Day is April 22nd at Stewart Park, and circulated a sign-up sheet encouraging EMC members to come and help out. Bob Roe inquired if anyone else sent information to their Town Board regarding the aquifer study.
III. Approval of March 2001 Minutes – The March 2001 minutes were unanimously approved with the following changes: (1) Under Guests, line 1, change “Salong” to “Salon”(2) Section II, Paragraph 2, line 5, after Mr. Zorn, add “not rip-rap.”  
IV. Chair’s Report – Susan Brock announced that the Board of Representatives (BOR) voted to join ICLEI’s (International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives) Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) program, and the County has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with ICLEI. The County will have a CCP intern for 10 weeks this summer gathering emissions data countywide. She also said Cornell Cooperative Extension sponsored a meeting on coordinating County efforts on West Nile Virus and the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Bill. The meeting was attended by people from County Departments, BOR members, and Cornell. Efforts on West Nile Virus by the County Health Department will focus on public education to reduce the amount of standing water mosquitoes breed in.  The Health Department will use the media and distribute information. Spraying will be used only as a last resort. Larvicide is not generally supported as effective because the larvicide washes out of the storm drains into Cayuga Lake when it rains. Susan Brock volunteered the EMC’s help with the educational campaign. The Education Committee offered to work on this issue. The EMC’s Lake Source Cooling Tour will be May 5th. EMC members can bring some of their municipal Board representatives if they wish. The EMC has been asked by a New York State Senator who is concerned with burn barrels to submit a letter of support for legislation. For new members, Susan would like to discuss what the EMC did last time this issue came about, and share our burn barrel pamphlet as well as the State’s version. This discussion will be on the agenda for May.  Susan said the discussion of EMC organizational issues will be postponed due to the presentations and action items on the agenda, but assured members this will be added to an upcoming agenda.

V. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian said Erin Wilson, the EMC’s intern since September 1999, will be graduating in May, 2001, and Mikel is looking for a new intern. She asked members to submit names to Mikel. 

VI. Board of Representatives’ Liaison Reports – Dooley Kiefer said the Board ICLEI vote was unanimous in favor of joining the CCP program. She also announced the Solar Celebration will begin with a two-day celebration starting Friday, June 8th, with a reception and tour at the Library, with many other events to follow. 

VII. Treman Marina Dog Park Discussion –The City Common Council recently approved the use of its property within Cass Park to be used as a pilot Dog Park, but some environmental concerns have been raised to the EMC. Susan said members of the Tompkins County Dog Owners Group (TC Dog) were invited to discuss the pilot proposal and answer questions. Heather Hofmeister of TC Dog described the boundary of the proposed off-leash area, in relation to the City’s natural areas. She also summarized the proposed rules for the area, including a sign-in logbook with rules and responsibilities posted. Heather also highlighted the benefits of dog owners policing the park. Heather summarized information on dog parks in other areas of the country. Heather felt that the rules of the park 

would be enforced by TC Dog and the dog owners who use the park. To minimize noncompliance, the park would install ‘no dogs allowed’ signs marking the boundaries. A suggestion was made to change one of the proposed rules from “respect other park users” to “keep dogs away from other park users.” Members questioned if the off-leash area should be fenced to reduce intrusion into the natural area and conflicts with other park users (especially children), and the criteria for judging the pilot’s success. Herb Engman then presented environmental concerns.  He stated that some dog parks have much stricter rules, such as only neutered dogs and no small children. He believes that much more work should be done on this issue. Herb said the state-designated DEC wetland (Hog’s Hole) is one of only 3 natural plots of land at the South end of the lake. Historically, it is a biologically important area, especially for migrating birds that use the habitat seasonally. Members discussed a full environmental review of the proposed pilot in the park. Herb said that City law requires a leash on every dog, and City law would have to be changed to allow this park. He also mentioned fencing would further limit public access to the shoreline, but protect it from the dogs. Some members discussed their support of an area being designated “for off-leash use” but felt that further review of the proposal was warranted. The Southwest Park area was also proposed as an off-leash site. 

Barbara Ebert said that the Environmental Review Committee sent a brief letter to the Common Council, pointing out the intrusion into natural areas, asking for a SEQRA review, and encouraging further consideration. The committee felt that the big issue associated with the Dog Park is that no environmental assessment has been conducted.  The EMC would like a letter sent to the City and NYS Parks, not opposing the principle of a pilot dog park, but asking for information and an environmental review.  As Susan does some legal work for the City, she stated she would feel more comfortable having the letter signed by a Vice Chair. Herb Engman will sign the letter. TC Dog members encouraged the EMC to check out their web site (<www.lightlink.com/tcdog>), and other web sites (Sierra Club), for more information on Dog Parks. Heather provided a video tape of an existing dog park to the EMC. Susan asked if there was interest in forming a committee to work with TC Dog on alternate park sites, but members felt it was not necessary. Anyone with comments will pass them on to the Environmental Review Committee.

VIII. Resolution: Federal Policy on Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Coal-Fired Power Plants—Bill Lesser 

introduced and moved the proposed resolution, which was seconded by Joyce Gerbasi. Bill felt the resolution sends a message to President George W. Bush regarding his recent actions. The resolution passed unanimously. 

IX. Appointment of Liaison Positions – There was discussion of liaison positions advertised in the EMC News. A sign-up sheet was passed around, and members were encouraged to sign up for positions. Susan announced that Ron Beloin is moving out of the area, so he will not be continuing as a member of the Lake Source Data Sharing Group. 

X. Water Resources Issues and Organizations – Susan Brock welcomed Kate Hackett, Tompkins County Water Resources Planner, back to the EMC, to continue last month’s discussion. Kate said the EMC and WRC support additional funds for aquifer study. She and Todd Miller have developed a presentation to educate people about the importance of aquifers and water quality. Kate asked the EMC, on behalf of the WRC, for assistance in bringing this information to the municipalities. Kate felt since the EMC is made up of municipal representatives, the group could be very effective at distributing this information and message to the municipalities. Members supported her idea. Kate shared a draft brochure, glossary of terms, and Fact Sheet. Kate reviewed the aquifer presentation and discussed major points. Kate said several municipalities provide examples of how aquifer information could be applied to deal with local issues. The WRC would like to establish a model for an aquifer to determine the costs for remediation, and although those costs may seem high, when considering public health they are not. Kate briefly discussed how to prioritize aquifers. 

Information was provided to the EMC by the WRC to take to their municipalities. Kate said a mailing was sent to municipal representatives to request their help to secure future funding for aquifer studies. She said it included a model letter of support. Kate also said on Tuesday, May 1st there will be a presentation to the BOR on this issue. Kate said approximately 50% of Tompkins County residents rely on ground water. She also answered questions regarding the County’s purchase of a hydroseeder and said that jet ski regulation is not being evaluated by the WRC.

XI. Announcements – There will be a meeting of the Environmental Review committee on April 24, 2001.  Barbara Ebert will notify committee members if it is rescheduled.

XII. Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 9:00 p.m..

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on May 9, 2001 _____
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