Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 10, 2001

Present:
Susan Brock, Donna Jean Darling, John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, John Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Sarah Fern Striffler, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Robert Ascher, Kenny Christianson, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Roxi Hewertson, Lynn Leopold, Dooley Kiefer

Guests:
Peter Penniman (Board of Representatives)
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 7:03 p.m.
II. Administration of Oath – The County Clerk, Aurora Valenti, administered the oath of office to new and re-appointed voting members. 
III. Introduction of Membership – Each member or guest in attendance introduced him or herself and described his or her interests, background and history with the EMC.

IV. Approval of the December 8, 2000 Minutes  –  The December 2000 minutes were unanimously approved 
with the following changes: (1.) Add Dooley Kiefer to Associate members present. (2.) Section III, add as first sentence, “David Zorn, who was scheduled to make a presentation to the EMC on Cayuga Lake Watershed Characterization, was unable to attend the meeting due to the weather and will be rescheduled for a later date.” (3.) Section III, line 6, remove “new” before “liaison for 2001...”(4.) Section III, line 11, delete line after “to update” and replace with “update them on the UNA award and the results of the educational efforts.” (5.) Section III, line 12, remove after “UNA project” and replace with “and she discussed with BOR members the possibility of displaying the awards in a public place, such as the library.”(6.) Section  VI, line 3, after “trash“ missing line 4, add held a trash week to encourage people to dispose of their trash in an effort to reduce illegal dumping. Town board member.” (7.) Section VII., Public Safety Comm. Project Report, after “submitted” add “by a private party” (8.) Section VII., Education Committee, line 2, change “three-year” to “two-year” (9.) Section VIII., Nominating Committee, line 1, after “Bruce Johnson” insert “reported that the Committee recommends Susan Brock for Chair” (10.) Section X. last line, after “members” insert “to tell people that there is no wait for appointments.” 
V. Chair’s Report  – At the last meeting, Susan Brock said Cornell University offered to set up a tour of the Lake Source Cooling (LSC) facility in a few weeks, either between 4:00 p.m.- 5:30 p.m. on a weekday, or on a Saturday morning. About 20 members expressed interest (with a preference for a Saturday morning), and a few wanted to bring municipal representatives. Susan will tell Cornell LSC to expect 25 attendees. Susan thanked Duane Randall, Hans Van Binsburgen, and Elissa Wolfsson for their service to the EMC, and announced that they will not rejoin the EMC during 2001, due to other obligations. Susan discussed the meeting schedule for 2001 and members agreed that there will be no meeting in August. There was discussion of moving the general meeting start time to 7:30, but members decided to wait until after the goal-setting exercise to determine start time. Susan announced that the annual report is due to the Board of Representatives in the Spring, and members will be contacted. Also, there will be a new membership list available at the next meeting.

VI. BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer reported that with regard to the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law,  she was told by Representative Marty Luster’s office that although the law is inconsistent, the county opt-in provision can not take effect in 2001 if it was not passed in 2000. 
VII. Nominating Committee – The Nominating Committee recommended Stephen Nicholson, Herb Engman, and Bruce Johnson as vice-chairs for 2001. No other nominations were made from the floor, nominations were closed and the slate was unaminously approved. 
VIII. Discussion of Committee Goals and Organization  – Susan asked the committees to identify and describe their goals and visions for 2001.
Education – Stephen Nicholson, Chair, stated short-term goals as: (1) Earth Day, (2.) Revising the Environmental Directory, (3.) Developing the EMC Web Site, (4.) Adopt-a-Highway program, (5.) Library Solar Panel kiosk, and (6.) Land Preservation options for UNAs. Long Term goals are: (1.) Educate the County and public about the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law (2.) Lawn-mowing and jet-ski awareness (3.) Encourage County use of synthetic oil (4.) Increase awareness and profile of the EMC, and (5.) Educate people about energy issues. One example of energy education from the Rocky Mountain Institute is China’s Blue Sky Day. Before that day, the major cities made their factories shut down, and on Blue Sky Day, air pollution was dramatically lower. Additional items mentioned by members for the Education Committee included: (1.) Burn barrels.

Environmental Review – Barbara Ebert, Chair, stated that most of the goals are administrative. The committee wants to be more organized, leave a better paper trail, and follow through on items. Barbara would like to start a checklist to help delegate work, and develop a blanket response to requests for project review when there is not enough time to conduct a proper review. The County Board of Health’s request for an examination of alternative technologies to provide individual wastewater treatment options to alternatives to septic systems, is still an unresolved request. The group discussed the idea of not commenting on certain projects due to time constraints and the tradeoffs. Members discussed the need to comment on important issues and projects. Susan asked the committee to further discuss this issue and report back to the EMC in March. Susan reminded EMC members of the communication guidelines for making copies of correspondence.   

Water Resources Committee —Jean Foley, Chair, summarized the activities of the committee during last year as: (1.) research on Salmon Creek contamination, (2.) gathering fluoride information before the City’s ballot measure was voted on, (3.) researching a municipal water system for Jacksonville, and  (4.) the environmental effects of jet-skis. In the future, the committee would like to either focus on specific issues, or experience increased membership. They are very interested in the jet-ski issue, lake and watershed issues. The committee would like to seek more funding for the aquifer study. It was mentioned that Danby recently sent a resolution to the County BOR on this issue. The Cayuga Lake Intermunicipal Organization is focused on water quality, and members felt Tompkins County should have legislation similar to that in Cayuga County with regards to proactive inspection of lake-side septic tanks. Members discussed the need to coordinate efforts with existing groups and organizations. Mikel offered to ask Kate Hackett, Water Resources Planner, to attend the next meeting to discuss the Water Resources Council and other related groups in an effort to determine how the committee could work with them.

Unique Natural Areas – This committee’s work is done and it will not be active in 2001.

Pesticide Neighbor Notification – Herb Engman stated that the committee needs to gather as much information as possible before educating the public with regard to the county opt-in provision. Susan Brock stated that the state law might change. The committee has been instructed to work with the Ithaca Breast Cancer Alliance, Cornell Cooperative Extension and BOR’s Health and Planning Committees. The committee also needs to look at the legislative record for the history of the legislation and arguments made in support. 

Public Safety Communication Towers Project – Susan reported that the project is moving into the Environmental Impact Statement process. The EMC will participate in the project scoping.

NESTS – Members discussed the inactivity of this study during 2000. The committee did not have a need to meet. Members discussed the freight traffic study that is expected to be released sometime soon, that members may wish to review.

Discussion of New Topics for Consideration – Members discussed several ideas for new committees or issues:

Tompkins County Quality of Life/ Vital Communities Project

Review and Development of Management Plans for State Forests/ Plans

Benchmarking Progress of EMC/ More Proactive Approaches/ Share ideas

Land Use Issues/ Beautification

Air Quality Monitoring

Transportation/Bike-Friendly initiatives

Increased Recreational Opportunities (such as swimming)

The group established the following committees for 2001: Education, Environmental Review, Pesticide Neighbor Notification, Public Safety Communications Project, and Water Resources.  [Note: Per the EMC’s bylaws, an Executive Committee also exists, made up of the Chair and Vice-Chairs.]  A committee sign-up sheet was passed around and members were asked to sign-up for committees. Liaison positions will be filled at the next meeting. Members discussed the need to appoint someone to the Water Resources Council and it was decided that Dooley Kiefer would remain the liaison through January and then the Executive Committee would decide who to send as a liaison to the WRC in the future. Other members expressing interest included John Dennis and Steve Uzmann.  

X. Member Items – Lynn Leopold mentioned the household hazardous waste facility (DEPOT) still had appointments available for drop-offs. Larry Sharpsteen said that the Town of Lansing developed a Farmland Conservation and Protection Plan, and that he will submit information about it for the EMC news. Susan requested that committees submit reports to the EMC news. 

XI. Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:55 p.m. 

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on March 14, 2001 _____
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