Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 8, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Kristen Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Duane Randall, Elissa Wolfson, Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Walter Buble, John Kiefer,Dooley Kiefer

Guests:
Robert Ascher, Lynn Leopold, Sarah Striffler, Steve Uzzman
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:04 p.m.
II. Approval of the October and November 2000 Minutes  –  The October and November 2000 minutes were unanimously approved without changes.
III. Chair’s Report  –  David Zorn, who was scheduled to make a presentation to the EMC on Cayuga Lake Watershed Characterization, was unable to attend the meeting due to the weather and will be rescheduled for a later date.  Susan Brock announced that the January 2001 meeting of the EMC is the organizational meeting where she would like members to be prepared to discuss changes to the EMC committee structure or meeting formats. Susan asked committee chairs to present their vision of committee work items to be accomplished during 2001.  Susan thanked Kristin Rowles and Roxi Hewertson for their commitment as at-large members and was glad that they were staying on as associate members. Susan also said that the Water Resources Council sent her a request to appoint a new liaison for 2001, which will be done at the January meeting. Susan offered to set up a group tour of the Lake Source Cooling (LSC) facility for an upcoming Saturday.  Susan read Ron Beloin’s LSC report regarding the operation and monitoring of the facility. Members discussed the monitoring program and a request made by the consultants working for the Town of Ithaca to release data in a more timely manner. Mikel offered to follow-up with Ron to determine if year-round monitoring was being conducted and if he agreed with the Town’s consultants.  Susan said that she attended the last BOR meeting to update them on the UNA award and the results of the educational efforts. She said the BOR passed a resolution of appreciation for the EMC’s efforts on the UNA project and she discussed with BOR members the possibility of displaying the awards in a public place, such as the library. Members discussed that all municipalities received a presentation (with the exception of Cayuga Heights, which declined to have a presentation) and Lynn Leopold discussed the use of the document in planning efforts in the Village of Lansing.     
IV. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian said that the county did appropriate $10,000 for a purchase of development rights (PDR) study. Members asked who would be coordinating the study and if the scope would be broader than preserving agricultural property. Mikel said she checked the county insurance policy regarding adopt-a-highway activities and based on an email she found in the files, felt that insurance would not cover EMC members involved in clean-up activities because it was outside the original scope of EMC activities  provided in the statute. Mikel mentioned that the EMC received a survey from the New York State Biodiversity Institute regarding biodiversity information in the county and asked that members review the info she gathered and add any additional sources. Mikel said Frank Proto (BOR member) requested information on gravel mining in streams and asked if this activity could be beneficial to landowners if economically viable commercially, or could be used to help alleviate the economic burden on landowners who perform this activity. Members discussed the proposal and felt that gravel mining in streams was a very regulated activity that may additionally fall under the new stormwater regulations. The Soil and Water Conservation Service has manuals on this activity. Mikel also mentioned that Frank thought the Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board was going to be supporting increased production of corn in the county for the purpose of deriving ethanol. Steve Nicholson offered to talk to Frank about the environmental and/or economic concerns related to the use/production of ethanol. Mikel said she thought it was good that BOR members are approaching the EMC for advice and input on topics that may have related environmental consequences.
V. BOR Liaison Report –  Dooley Kiefer said that the UNA report given by Susan was well received by the   BOR.
VI. Municipal Reports –
Town of Caroline- Steve Nicholson said that in August the Town passed subdivision regulations and many people expressed concerns that they did not want zoning. It was explained that this was a subdivision review law, intended to protect taxpayers from adverse impact and future costs resulting from poor planning. Steve also said the Town held a trash week to encourage people to dispose of their trash in an effort to reduce illegal dumping. Town board member Molly Adams requested that the EMC increase the size of the Brooktondale Gorge, UNA-160. Steve said that the Education Committee is working on a protocol for changing and updating UNA information.   

VII.
Committee Reports – 

Public Safety Communications Project Committee –  Mikel Shakarjian said that the consultant distributed 245 surveys to public safety responders in the county to assess the needs of a public safety communication system and its current problems. About 200 surveys were returned and the information received will help guide the project and decisions regarding the alternatives and systems proposed. Mikel also said that she has pushed to issue a positive declaration and start the SEQR process. She said the project has a very aggressive timeline and she wants to avoid the EIS process delaying the project. She also sent out copies of the EMC towers and tall structures list to zoning and building codes officers in the municipalities to receive input and additions to the current list. Response varied by municipality. The data received were mapped on the county GIS system, and additional information for each site was added (height, signals etc.). The consultant was very interested in this data, as well as the county’s other GIS information for use in the propagation model. Members asked that the new list be sent to all municipalities along with a note regarding co-location opportunities and the county project. Susan Brock mentioned an application has been submitted by a private party to site a new tower in the Town of Lansing.        

Environmental Review –  Barbara Ebert summarized the actions of the committee regarding the new development proposed for Elmira Road (Widewaters). The committee sent a letter to the City requesting a set of site plan materials for review, and was instructed to share the materials with the County’s Planning Department, which proved problematic. The committee met and discussed the materials, and a letter was drafted encouraging the City to declare a positive declaration under SEQR. Members also felt that public dialogue on this project was being discouraged by the quick turnaround time and the lack of materials available for review. The letter was hand-delivered to the City Planning Board at its December 4, 2000, meeting, but they were told the City was not accepting any more comments on the project. The letter was not read into the comments at the City meeting. Members were also concerned that the historically-contaminated soils were going to be deposited in the proposed natural area. Roger Yonkin, who historically worked as an engineer designing the floodway, was very concerned about the filling of this area that was originally set aside to provide an area for floodwaters to invade, should it be necessary.  Members asked that the Executive Committee consider sending a letter commenting on the lack of public input allowed on this issue.  

Education Committee –  Steve Nicholson said he would like the EMC to participate in the adopt-a-highway program which requires a two-year commitment and clean-ups four times per year. Members would be required to sign a waiver and take part in a training session. Steve said he would like to clean a section near a UNA. Members asked what sections were available and it was mentioned that we may wish to coordinate with other groups. Through a show of hands, enough members indicated they would participate. Members suggested starting the clean-up prior to grass growth to determine a baseline. Steve said the committee is also working on updating the Environmental Directory by collecting email addresses for organizations to submit revised information to the website. He also said they are working on text for the webpage, questions and answers for the UNAs, and a summary of land preservation options to distribute to municipalities.  Steve updated members on the library’s solar panels.

VII. Nominating Committee  –  Bruce Johnson reported that the Committee recommends Susan Brock for Chair and asked for any other nominations for chair, none were received, and members unanimously voted to nominate Susan Brock for Chair in 2001. 

IX. Pesticide Neighbor Notification – Herb Engman said the committee presented information on the county opt-in provision of the neighbor notification law to the Planning and Intergovernmental Coordination Committee (PIC). Members of the BOR’s Health Committee were also present. Herb said a lot of education was needed on the benefits of the notification, allowing people to protect their neighboring property (e.g. remove toys, close windows) from drift. Dooley Kiefer mentioned that a lot of the concern raised at the meeting revolved around enforcement. The EMC was asked to attend the BOR Health Committee to discuss the provision and both committees decided to work jointly on this issue. Susan mentioned a resolution may be prepared for January.

X. Member Items –  Bruce Johnson announced the release of a CD with the Cayuga Lake Watershed Characterization on it that is available for members’ use. Comments are also being collected on the document. Larry Sharpsteen said the Town of Lansing will be holding a meeting to discuss a change in the zoning regulations by the Town Board to allow multifamily dwellings in an R-1 district. The change may impact the recent moratorium on multifamily dwellings. Dooley Keifer said the Household Hazardous Waste Facility is not being used heavily and encouraged members to tell people that there is no wait for appointments.

XI. Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:55 p.m. 

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on December 13, 2000 _____
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