Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 11, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin, Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Jean Foley, , Peter Newell, Duane Randall, Kristin Rowles, Elissa Wolfson,

Associates:
Walter Buble, John Kiefer

Ex-officio:

Guests:
Kate Hackett (Tompkins County Planning Department (TCPD)), Todd Miller (US Geological Survey (USGS)), Monika Roth (Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE))
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:04 PM. 

Privilege of the Floor – Monika Roth, CCE representative to the Agriculture and Farmland Protection 

Board, discussed a recent county budget proposal to conduct a study of a “purchase of development rights” (PDR) program to be implemented countywide. She said New York State has funding to cost the cost of the PDR easements on agricultural land, but that it must be implemented through a local program. Currently, only the Town of Ithaca has an established PDR program. She said there are many questions as to how a program countywide might operate and the proposal is for a one-time study to examine these issues. Members discussed the merits of a study and/or PDR programs, and authorized the Chair by motion (one abstention- Larry Sharpsteen) to send a letter of support on behalf of the proposed PDR study to the BOR.       

II.
Approval of the September 2000 Minutes – Members approved the September EMC meeting minutes, 

unanimously, without changes. 

III.
Aquifer Study Presentation –  Kate Hackett (TCPD) said that they are currently seeking further financial 

support to enhance the study information Todd Miller will present, but felt that significant educational outreach was necessary regarding the need and importance for such information. Todd Miller from USGS coordinated the study and gave a history of the project. They collected log data from 950 points and digitized the information in a GIS coverage to estimate the approximate location, geology and depth of the different types of aquifers in Tompkins County. The reliance on log data made it difficult to differentiate aquifers when there were limited data available in a particular location. Todd also discussed the difference in porosity among aquifers and their linkage to surface water, based on their geologic characteristics. He compared the Tompkins County study with expanded aquifer studies being completed in Cortland County. Kate Hackett mentioned that expanded studies would require a long-term commitment from the County where areas are prioritized for further research. She said the Water Resources Council (WRC) would like to work next on educational outreach to planning boards etc., and gather more information on areas that were not well-characterized during this study due to the lack of data. Members discussed the importance of the next steps that would provide the most useful information for planning purposes. Susan Brock asked for direction from the WRC and offered the EMC’s help to further the aquifer efforts. 

IV.
Chair’s Report –  Susan Brock said she established a nominating committee made of members who 

represented different term lengths on the EMC. Appointed members include Donna Jean Darling, Kenny Christianson and Bruce Johnson. Members were asked to funnel nominations to Bruce via email. Susan also said that Peter Newell, the representative from Cayuga Heights has resigned his position due to unexpected personal commitments. He hoped that when things settle down in 6-8 months he can rejoin and regretted having to leave. Susan announced the New York State Association of EMC’s annual meeting to be held in Canandaguia, November 3-4, 2000. She said she will attend on Friday, and Mikel will attend both days, and offered to carpool if any other members wanted to attend. 

V.
Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian announced that all of the UNA books have been delivered 

to local libraries and she thanked EMC members for helping to delivered them. She also said that letters were mailed to each municipality in the county explaining the county’s abandoned landfills GIS data, accompanied by a map (for that jurisdiction). 

VI.
Municipal Reports –
Village of Freeville – Bruce Johnson said that the trustees of the Village are very supportive of environmental concerns. He also said that the United Asphalt project, that was to be located near a UNA, was halted, at least partially due to citizen opposition.

Village of Groton – Tony Zarachowicz said that upgrades to the municipal electric system (included a new substation) has been completed. The Town Highway Supervisor stepped down and the interim Supervisor is Jim Shurtleff. Mr. Shurtleff would like to coordinate efforts with the EMC, and is very supportive of the EMC. Tony will let the EMC know of any specific requests. 

VII. Committee Reports – 

Water Resources – Mikel reported that Dooley and Jean have been working on the project to identify the effects of fluoride on the environment, once it has passed through a treatment plant with the hopes of sharing this information prior to the vote in November. Members announced that the Board of Health voted against fluoridation 4-2 at their recent meeting.

Public Safety Communication Project (Towers) – Susan Brock reported that a preferred candidate has been selected to consult on the project. The candidate is the New York State Technology Enterprise Corporation, a not-for-profit organization that works on public safety issues, and has extensive experience with state agencies and municipalities. Susan would like to send out a list of towers and tall structures to circulate for comments with the next mailing. 

Pesticide Notification Committee – Susan Brock said she and Herb Engman are waiting for a packet of information from NYPIRG that includes a model ordinance. She has reported on this issue to the PIC committee and felt that it may be a controversial issue.

Unique Natural Areas Committee – Bruce Johnson said that the last two municipal presentations are scheduled: Trumansburg on the 16th and Town of Ithaca on the 24th. They received a request from the Ladies of Forest Home for a presentation, which has been scheduled for November 9th. Members mentioned that one hundred acres of UNA property has been offered to the Land Trust, including land in the Monkey Run and Hemlock Swamp areas. Also mentioned, the FAQ sheet for the website is almost complete. Susan asked members to think about ways to summarize the feedback on the project and its outcome to the BOR.. Karen Edelstein mentioned work by a former Cornell student on UNAs and conservation techniques that may be useful to provide as a booklet. Karen offered to finalize the text and get the Education Committee to approve the booklet for publication.  

Environmental Review – Barbara Ebert said the next meeting will be October 24, 2000, at 5:00 p.m..

VIII.
Windmills of Madison County Presentation –  Steve Nicholson talked about his visit to Madison County with Ed Cope to visit the PG&E Windpower project where 7 windmills were erected on a farmer’s field. He said they could not get in close to the towers because the company expected 500 people, and 5,000 attended. He said the towers are 210 feet tall, with blades extending 110 feet. The blades rotate at a constant rate of 22 turns per minute (approximately 3 seconds per revolution), no matter how windy it is. Members mentioned that although this may appear slow, they are actually moving very fast at the tip (approximately 100 ft/sec). Steve said NY now ranks 9th in the nation for wind power generated, and this is the fasted growing source of green energy in the US. He said he has heard three concerns mentioned; the towers are an aesthetic problem, they may cause bird deaths, and could be noisy. Steve said that more research needs to be done to determine if all windmills are a threat to birds, or if the bird moralities are closely connected to poor siting or old architecture. Members discussed this issue and discussed the difficulty in obtaining reliable data and the numbers from Germany that estimate only 1.4 bird deaths/year. Steve encouraged members to focus on the larger picture citing our society’s reliance on fossil fuel. Members asked if the towers were lit, and if the blade tips were lit. Steve thought they were. Steve also said that he did not think that the towers were noisy at all. Farmers are making large amounts of money from leasing space for the towers, and can still use their land for agriculture. The cost for the towers was $15 million dollars, about $2 million per tower.

IX.
Announcements – Karen Edelstein announced that the aquifer maps are available fro the Planning Department for $5.00. Susan reminded everyone of the Solar Homes Tour that Steve has been publicizing. Joyce Gerbasi mentioned a proposal for a gas station in Dryden, on West Dryden Road, that is of concern, however is permitted under current zoning.

X.
Adjournment – The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 9 p.m. 
Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on December 13, 2000 _____
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