Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

Old Jail Building, 125 Court Street

July 12, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Jean Foley Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Duane Randall, Elissa Wolfson, and Roger Yonkin 

Absent:
Bruce Johnson, Peter Newell, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen and Tony Zarachowicz

Associates:
Nick Vandam

Ex-officio:
Dooley Kiefer, Michael Lane

Guests:

Marjorie Rinaldo-Lee (Cornell Environmental Compliance Office)
I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:00 PM. 

II. Privilege of the Floor –  One guest, Marjorie Rinaldo-Lee, was in attendance from Cornell’s Environmental Compliance Office. Steve Nicholson read from an article on outlining the small changes people could make in their everyday lives that would provide substantial environmental benefit by reducing emissions and air pollution (i.e. electric vs. gas lawn mowers). Members discussed disseminating this type of information and referred it to the Education Committee. Bob Roe asked if anyone had information on the proposed foreclosure sale of the Caroline Pinnicles property to Cornell. He was concerned that the property was not offered for public sale to any other potential buyers. A question was asked about public access. Members discussed the County’s land acquisition policy. Since the parcel included a UNA, the County’s land policy called for first checking with resource stewardship groups that may be interested in acquisition for protection. Cornell Plantations expressed interest. The municipality in which the parcel is located had been notified.  
III.
Approval of the June 2000 Minutes –  The June, 2000, minutes were approved with the following changes: (1.) Section III, line 2 insert after “Albany,” “that she, Jean Foley, and Karen Edelstein attended. The COE is revising its Nationwide Permits to be more restrictive; DOS has created a “Quality Communities Task Force” that is holding meetings around the state, and our regional meeting was in Binghamton but Tompkins County was not in attendance; and DEC is creating action strategies for watersheds focussing on priority water bodies and restoration action plans.” (2.) Section IV, line 2, replace” did submit short” with “were accompanied by”  (3.) Section V, line 3, after “is” insert “an interim stream; it is”, line 6, after “said that” insert “the complaint came from the Cayuga County EMC. Following that” (4.) Section VI, T. of Danby, line 2, replace “statewide” with “Region 7”, T. of Dryden, line 2 replace “NYSEG” with Route 13 and 366.” (5.) Section VII., Environmental Review, line 1 after “3-2000” reworded as: “on Cornell’s radiation disposal site, which had been”, line 10, insert “She said that one substantial change was made in the FEIS namely, the proposed access road location was changed in response to comments from Wegmans.” (6.) Section VII., County Towers, line 19, end sentence after yet, and replace following with “She asked EMC members for reaction to doing a phased DEIS process where the initial phase would focus on the problem itself—the need for a new emergency communication system and alternatives would be researched and documented. Then the next phase would be structured around a proposed alternative.” One abstention, Susan Brock.
IV. Chair’s Report  – Susan Brock thanked the UNA and Education committees for their work on organizing the UNA mailout and presentations. She mentioned nominating the UNA project for a NYS Association of EMC’s Award. Mikel said she would notify the group when the award applications and deadline are released. Susan asked Mike Lane and Dooley Kiefer about the Board of Health (BOH) request to the EMC and the process that would be followed. Mike Lane replied that the Planning and Intergovernmental Coordination Committee (PIC) would receive a request and he would notify the EMC. Mikel would check to see if the BOH has referred this request to the PIC Committee. Members discussed how the EMC would respond to this request and deferred it to the end of the meeting. 
V. Board of Representatives Liaison –   Dooley Kiefer announced that the BOR voted to contribute $5,000, providing the other municipalities also contributed, for the purpose of a survey regarding increased transit. Michael Lane said that Martin Brand and Tim Rice from the DEC attended the last Planning and Intermunicipal Coordination (PIC) meeting to discuss Cornell’s radiation disposal site. Mike said some members are not happy with the proposal to encapsulate the site because of its close proximity to the airport and they should consider a short-term solution or shipping it off-site. DEC said there will be plenty of time to comment on the PRAP once released.   

VI. Municipal Reports – 

Town of Caroline- Steve Nicholson reported that the Town has enacted a moratorium on new subdivisions until September, 2000.  He also mentioned a Caroline Watershed Committee project to plant willows along a stream. The Town of Caroline applied for eight flood hazard mitigation projects and received grant money to complete six. Steve said Don Barber (Town Supervisor) attended the Communication Capital (COMCAP) Committee working group meeting to voice his concerns over maintaining the credibility of the public safety communications project. Steve also announced that Molly Adams was working on researching street lighting pollution and lighting requirements in an effort to consider reducing the amount of lighting required in the Town. Members mentioned that many municipalities already have lighting ordinances in place and the County can not regulate this activity. Steve asked members to provide a copy of their municipal lighting ordinance. Dooley offered to bring this issue up at a PIC committee meeting.

Town of Groton- Duane Randall announced a joint Town Board and Planning Board UNA presentation to be held on August 8, 2000. He also said the Town resolved the debate over the proposed junkyard by issuing a permit that would allow 15 cars to be stored on-site, which would allow for the owner to operate a car repair service. He also mentioned that the Town Board has had lengthy discussions on the public safety communications project due to the height of the tower proposed in Groton. He also said George Totman resigned from the Town Planning Board.


Town of Ithaca-  Elissa Wolfson said that Ithaca College was working on a Natural Resources Inventory of their property and that they were not supportive of the Town's Conservation District zoning proposal, which would affect a large portion of the College's undeveloped land.  Also included in the South Hill Conservation Zoning proposal were several areas adjacent to Buttermilk Falls State Park, along the Park's eastern boundary. The Conservation Board (CB) is currently working on developing a conservation zoning proposal for the Coy Glen area. Elissa reported that the CB was working on identifying a conservation zone boundary and developing a report.  The Conservation District would reduce development densities in all of these areas.

The CB is also working on a viewshed analysis project.  The project includes documenting scenically important areas of town, researching how to protect these areas, including possibly the establishment of building design guidelines.  This work will be documented in a final report.  The Town has also implemented its PDR (purchase of development rights) program for protection of agricultural lands and is now developing a similar program for environmentally-sensitive or scenically important lands.

Elissa also said that the CB would be discussing recent state legislation concerning pesticide use notification and controls on jet skis.  The CB is wondering if the EMC is interested in working on these issues. Members discussed these issues and felt that many groups would be looking at the pesticide reporting and the EMC could support these efforts by drafting a letter. Dooley mentioned that Lynn Leopold was very active on the jet ski issue and files should exist and the Village of Lansing might even have a draft ordinance. Members asked the Water Resources committee to explore this issue.

VII. Committee Reports – Environmental Review - Barbara Ebert said the committee reviewed a proposal in the Town of Caroline for the Boiceville 24-unit cluster that is being reviewed by the County Department of Health as lead agency. The committee questioned how the moratorium affects this proposal. Results from the environmental assessment indicated that the water table was 2-6 feet below the surface. The EMC was asked to support the BOH designation as lead agency, but it seemed premature especially since the Town is developing subdivision or site plan regulations, in which case the Town may be the appropriate lead agency. A letter was sent regarding this project.  Barbara said the next meeting would be July 25, 2000, at 5:00 p.m.

County Towers Report –  Susan Brock said that she attended the last COMCAP working group meeting where they discussed the RFQ which would allow them to hire a consultant to start examining alternatives as a precursor to the SEQR process. Once completed, the project will be more clearly defined. She felt that this was not a delay but a necessary step in the process. Susan also said that she felt that Bill Benjamin would provide good project oversight. Mikel added that she, Bill Benjamin and Jon Wood, attended a meeting with the New York Statewide Wireless Network to discuss the state’s efforts and how the County could possibly benefit. She felt that there were significant opportunities to work/coordinate with the state and that these would be explored during the process. She also said the RFQ would be released shortly. Bob Roe said that the Danby Town Board passed a resolution recommending to the County to explore alternative technologies and opportunities, specifically with the state effort. He said this would be forwarded to the BOR.

Education Committee  –  Steve Nicholson reported that the committee received 8 phone calls on the UNA hotline as a result of the Dryden mailing. Members were asked to volunteer to answer these calls and he felt that the landowners were all supportive. Mikel added that her office received a number of calls, some of which were forwarded if the landowner was not upset and others she took directly. The calls she received were mainly people voicing concerns over the distribution of this information about their property, trespassing, and future development of the property. Steve said the rest of the county was going to be mailed out shortly and asked for volunteers to help with this large mailing. He said the committee would be working on the Environmental Directory and website next. 

VIII. BOH Proposal – Members discussed the BOH’s request to the EMC to prepare a report on state-of-the-art individual wastewater treatment options. Many members felt that no decisions should be made until the BOH has made a formal request that clearly outlines the project, while others felt that we could at least determine through what committee this would be handled. Members decided to form an ad-hoc committee which would work on this topic, if the request becomes formalized. A motion was unanimously approved to form the ad-hoc committee. Members that volunteered to serve on this committee include: Dooley Kiefer, Steve Nicholson, Roger Yonkin, Joyce Gerbasi, Barbara Ebert, Kenny Christianson and Roxi Hewertson.

IX.
Salmon Creek Watershed Update  – Karen Edelstein reported that the ad-hoc committee looked further into the controversy between the Eldred Farm (Willet Dairy) in East Genoa, and the downstream neighbors who assert that their wells have been contaminated and that the stream that flows through their yards was diverted by the dairy farm.  Contrary to some reports that this stream is more of a farm ditch than an actual stream, the committee found it marked on USGS topographic maps, and on an 1853 map.  No other farm ditches are indicated in this manner.  Currently, the State Attorney General's office, the NYS DEC, and the Army Corps of Engineers are investigating the situation.  Although DEC reportedly told the Eldreds that they might not need a permit to proceed with the construction of their farm pond, upon review they decided this evaluation was in error, and issued a stop-work order last fall.  In addition, the wetland at the headwaters of the diverted stream is included in the National Wetland Inventory.  The Army Corps of Engineers holds regulatory power over wetlands in this inventory, whether or not it has been mapped by the DEC. 

X. Announcements –  The City of Ithaca is looking at open burning in the city and would like to receive the EMC materials on this topic. Mikel offered to send materials to the City Conservation Advisory Council.

XI. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Susan Brock at approximately 8:50 PM.

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on September 13, 2000 _____
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