Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

Old Jail Building, 125 Court Street

May 10, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, Peter Newell, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Elissa Wolfson, and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Walter Groman, Duane Randall, Susan Kerns Robinson, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Walter Buble, John Kiefer, Lynn Leopold

Ex-officio:
Dooley Kiefer

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:04 PM. 

II. Approval of the April 2000 Minutes –  The April, 2000, minutes were approved with the following changes: (1.) Section IV, change “Director” to “Chair” (2.) Section VII, add at the end of sentence 1, “and expect to make use of it in other proposed usage installations” (3.) Section VIII, Town of Ulysses report, change “bullets” to “quarterly reports” (4.) Section X, line 15, after “not considered” insert “on any of their lists as an.” One abstention: Joyce Gerbasi.

III. Changes to the Agenda – Susan Brock added to the agenda under municipal reports, the Town of Lansing, and after Section VI, a discussion regarding activities on a Cayuga County farm in the Salmon Creek watershed. 

IV. Chair’s Report – Susan Brock reported on a resolution by the County Board of Health asking the EMC to report on alternative, state-of-the-art individual sewage treatment systems. Susan expressed her desire to fulfill requests made by the BOR, adding that this will move through BOR committees before it is a formal request. Members discussed the technical aspects of this type of project and the timing of the request since the Board of Health just finished updating that portion of the sanitary code. Susan updated members on recent discussions by the Planning and Intergovernmental Coordination (PIC) Committee on Cornell’s Radiation Disposal Site and the EMC resolution (Res. No. 3-2000). The PIC committee decided to send a letter asking DEC to hold off on releasing the Proposed Remediation Action Plan (PRAP) until the committee has had time to examine the issue in detail at their next meeting. Susan announced Duane Randall may resign due to time constraints and the Town of Groton is looking for a replacement for him, and Susan Kerns Robinson will resign due to personal issues.

V. Coordinator’s Report –  Mikel Shakarjian passed out copies of Cornell’s monthly reports on the Radiation and Chemical Disposal Sites. Mikel also distributed copies of the 2000 issue of the Local Government Directory. 

VI. Board of Representatives Liaison –   Dooley Keifer updated members on Cornell’s Vet School incinerator project and the draft environmental assessment form (State University Construction Fund #19141: Waste Stream Management Facility).  Dooley submitted comments on behalf of the County BOR. Dooley updated members on contamination at the County Courthouse from an underground storage tank buried near the building releasing fumes in the building. She felt the situation was handled very well. Susan asked Dooley to give the EMC report to the PIC Committee at the next PIC meeting.        

VII. Municipal Reports – 

Village of Cayuga Heights- Peter Newell said the Village is in the process of expanding the firehouse. 

Peter believed that the Village was coming very close to reaching an agreement on the Intermunicipal Wastewater Treatment Upgrade. Also, the Town of Ithaca reported on its master plan for recreation and open space. Bob Roe asked about the deer study, Peter did not have any more information.  


Village of Freeville- Bruce Johnson said the Village is working on a long-range plan, and will consider incorporating UNA information. Bruce said the wastewater plant is having problems meeting water quality criteria. This may be due to the percent removal requirement in the permit that defines a certain percentage of pollutants be removed during treatment. This is problematic because the water entering the plant is already so clean.  Members discussed proposals to direct leachate from the Caswell dump to the Freeville plant. Bruce also updated members on the activities of the Intermunicipal Organization.


Village of Groton- Tony Zarachowicz said some agricultural land has been brought into the village and they are trying to attract light industry to that area. The Village is working on stormwater issues and is always concerned protecting its water supply. Tony said the Village is aware of UNAs and he has been communicating with the Board regarding the County Towers project. [Susan asked Mikel to provide an update on the County Towers Project- summarized in next section]


Town of Lansing- Larry Sharpsteen said the Town is purchasing the Cortland Paving parcel and intends to remediate it for re-sale. The Town is also reviewing and updating its land use ordinance and comprehensive plan, in addition to “feeder and collector paper roads.” Larry displayed and discussed the use of GIS information in this effort to identify areas of concern, including UNAs, and assist during environmental assessments. He encouraged other planning boards to contact Lansing to look at how they are using this information to improve their planning process. 

VIII. Committee Reports –

County Towers Report –  Mikel Shakarjian summarized her activities with the Planning Department regarding the proposed wireless communication system for public safety officials in the County. She has been reviewing what other counties and cities have done to provide communication for public safety in New York and elsewhere, both the environmental review process and what systems they have and why. She is putting together a list of consultants who will be able to help coordinate the environmental impact statement, as well as research alternatives and use GIS in their analysis. She is also researching cost-sharing opportunities utilized by other agencies to help fund their systems, including coordinating with other government agencies and/or commercial providers.

Concern was raised about small municipalities having to purchase expensive equipment to use the proposed system, the need to ensure intermunicipal cooperation at all levels including state agencies (DEC and State Police), and the potential for this system to be run by a sole-source provider (one entity controlling the communication system). Central dispatch should be controlled by an independent agency. Members asked questions about a statewide system and Mikel summarized her knowledge and conversations with the New York State Wireless Communication Network. The Network has recently established an office to implement the statewide system that will be used by all state agencies, once available. She said the state network is very interested in working with Tompkins County and other local entities, hoping that they can provide service, or use our infrastructure, when and if appropriate.           

Environmental Review Committee –   Barbara Ebert said the committee discussed the PIC meeting, and is working on a response letter to comments made by Doria Higgins at the last EMC meeting. She also said the committee discussed the new County Sanitary Code and sewage regulations. A major issue of discussion was the State University Construction Fund Waste Stream proposal final environmental assessment form and drafted a letter. The letter requests the lead agency be the New York State DEC, and asks that they consider a full EIS. Barbara said the committee would consider issues raised by Walter Hang at its next meeting, May 23, 2000.     

Education/Unique Natural Areas – Lynn Leopold said she is working to coordinate municipal presentations and asked members to provide guidance on whether the town or planning board should receive the presentation. She said there is a strong interest in doing Dryden first. Susan reminded the group that the Executive Committee asked for a proposal outlining the presentation process and related issues, including any supporting materials. 


Flood Hazard Mitigation Oversight Committee – Bob Roe said he must resign from the County’s Flood Hazard Oversight Committee. He summarized the committee’s activities and Barbara Ebert said she might be willing to fill in temporarily.

IX. Salmon Creek Watershed Issues – Karen Edelstein said she was contacted by a member of the EMC in Cayuga County regarding activities on a very large farm, Willet Dairy, in the Salmon Creek watershed. Karen summarized the unpermitted activites of the farmer to create an impoundment and relocate the watercourse, which dewatered the stream and killed riparian habitat. She asked if the EMC had any interest in pursuing the cross-county issue and suggestions for how to do so. Members mentioned that watching DEC’s enforcement of the illegal action was the best course—to avoid the issuance of a retroactive permit. Members also mentioned contacting the appropriate agencies to express concern over this issue. Several members said they would be willing to work on this issue.

X. Announcements – Fall Creek Watershed meeting to be held on May 22, at Virgil Creek Elementary at 7 p.m.. Intermunicipal Organization to meet on May 23 at 7:00 p.m. in Ithaca. Stormwater Regulation Meeting to be held on May 23 at 7:00 p.m. at 5:00.

XI. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair Susan Brock approximately 9:00 PM.
Submitted by,

 Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on June 14, 2000 _____
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