Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 12, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Peter Newell, Stephen Nicholson, Duane Randall, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Barbara Ebert, Joyce Gerbasi, Walter Groman, Kristin Rowles 

Associates:
Bob Beck, Ron Beloin, Dooley Kiefer, John Kiefer, Walter Buble, Hans van Binsbergen, Lynn Leopold, Nancy Ostman and Robert Wesley

Ex-officio:

Guests:
Elizabeth Cameron, Kate Hackett 

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair-Elect Susan Brock at 7:03 p.m.
II. Administration of the Oath of Office – The County Clerk, Aurora Valenti, administered the oath of office to new and re-appointed voting members. 

III.
Privilege of the Floor – No announcements.
IV.
Approval of the December 1999 Minutes – The December 8, 1999, minutes were approved with the following changes: (1.) section VII, Environmental Review section, sentence 1, remove “said” after Barbara Ebert and replace proposed “radioactive” with “radiation disposal site” remediation plan.

V.
Introduction of EMC Members –  Members in attendance introduced themselves.

VI. Chair’s Report – Susan Brock proposed reducing the list of meeting dates by eliminating the August meeting. Members concurred. Members also discussed altering the time of the meeting (starting earlier and later), and possibly including a break. Through a show of hands, it was decided that meetings will continue to begin at 7 p.m. and proceed without break. Susan mentioned items that the Executive Committee would be working on including the annual report to the Board of Representatives and developing a code of ethics for EMC members regarding potential conflicts of interest. The County’s code only requires members identify a potential conflict of interest when legislation is pending before the BOR. She felt that this may not be adequate, and will ask the Executive Committee to consider providing more guidance. Several members voiced concerns regarding this issue as well.   

VII. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian passed out the response letter received from Cornell answering the EMC and PIRE Committee questions on the RDS remediation plan. Liz Cameron passed out 15 copies of a technical document referenced in the letter. Countywide UNA maps and municipal maps were distributed, as well as material from the new member orientation. 

VIII.
Board of Representatives Liaison Report –  Mike Lane was not present. Susan Brock reported that Mike has a conflict with the Town of Dryden meeting, which now meets on the 2nd Wednesday of every month. A new BOR liaison may be appointed. 

IX.
Election of Vice-Chairs –  Lynn Leopold, a member of the Chair-Nominating committee, announced the slate of candidates as Herb Engman, Kristin Rowles and Bruce Johnson. Lynn asked for nominations from the floor. A motion was made to close the nominations. The slate of nominees for Vice-Chair positions was unanimously adopted.

X. EMC Discussion for 2000 –  

Committees/Liaison Positions – Members reviewed the list of possible committees and liaisons, and then voted on which committees to establish for 2000. The following committees were established for 2000: Environmental Review, Education, Water Resources, County Towers, Unique Natural Areas and NESTS. Several subcommittees may be developed as part of the Education Committee: Environmental Directory, Earth Day 2000, Webpage Development and Invasive Species. A sign-up sheet listing committees and liaison positions was passed around and members signed up to serve.
Municipal Reports Draft Schedule –  Susan Brock outlined the duties of municipal representatives, including reporting back to the municipality, as well as quarterly reports to the EMC. The proposed schedule for verbal municipal reports to the EMC was distributed. Several municipal members felt that maintaining contact with their municipal boards was very beneficial and encouraged other municipal representatives to foster this relationship.

VI. Unique Natural Areas Presentation and Resolution  – Bruce Johnson opened the presentation by asking Bob Beck to provide a historical summary of the project. Bob explained that he has been involved with the UNA project for approximately twelve years. He summarized some of the efforts that went into developing the Inventory, and explained the process of gaining permission to access private property to determine the characteristics of the area for the Inventory. Bob thanked the key individuals involved in developing the Inventory: Robert Wesley, Nancy Ostman, David Weinstein and Katie Borgella (County Planning Dept.). 

Members discussed the timeline for printing the document, its final form and distribution. Questions were asked about the digital distribution of the UNA Inventory datasheets, which can be exported into Microsoft Word and shared. Members discussed the use of the Inventory, associated database and coverage, and the possibility of public access via the Internet.  

The UNA data is organized in a Microsoft Access database that allows for editing and the creation of printed reports (data sheets). Mikel used overheads to display the database, explain its structure, and demonstrate how to edit data as well as provide an idea of the breadth of information gathered for each site. Mikel also used overheads to display the GIS (Geographic Information System) coverage created for the UNA project. Each UNA has been digitally mapped and can be overlaid with other digital data layers, allowing the user to view spatial information about the site. In addition, some information for each UNA site was derived using GIS data.  

Members discussed the improvements in the 2000 Revision. Bruce Johnson thanked Robert Wesley and Nancy Ostman for their work and Lynn Leopold discussed the extensive effort by the Planning Department. Lynn emphasized that the UNA Inventory is a living document and while editing can be done easily, re-printing is a major effort. However, updated data sheets can be obtained at any time by contacting the Planning Department. Members discussed gaining recognition for the UNA effort and potential awards. 

Bruce Johnson moved the adoption of Resolution No. 1-2000, which was seconded. No changes were proposed. Resolution No. 1-2000, entitled Adoption of the Unique Natural Areas Inventory, Revised 2000, was unanimously approved. Small gifts of appreciation were presented to Robert Wesley, Nancy Ostman, Bob Beck, David Weinstein (not present) and Katie Borgella (not present). Members discussed presenting the project to the Board of Representatives, municipalities and planning boards. The Education Committee, along with members of the UNA Committee will work together to coordinate publicity and education efforts.

VII. Announcements –  Bruce Johnson announced the release of the Intermunicipal Organization’s Preliminary Characterization for Cayuga Lake and the upcoming meetings. Copies of the Executive Summary were distributed. Herb Engman announced the next meeting of the Environmental Review Committee. Dooley Kiefer encouraged members to renew their motor vehicle registration at the local DMV office so the fee stays within the local economy.

VIII. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair-Elect Susan Brock at approximately 9:10 p.m.

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on February 9, 2000 _____
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