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Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs)

Fed by phosphorus, manure, 

fertilizers, septic leakage, decaying 

vegetation, and road salt.



OWLA Ditch 
Remediation 
Program

● Hydroseeding and riprap 
installation

● Scientists estimate 20% of the 
sediment entering Owasco 
Lake is from erosion along 
ditches

Source: Dr. Rebecca Schneider of Cornell University
https://cals.cornell.edu/rebecca-l-schneider 

https://cals.cornell.edu/rebecca-l-schneider


Roadside Ditch “Armored” with Stone



Ditch Remediation Partners

OWLA works with CCSWCD, 

OLWMC, and local towns



Ditch Remediation 
on Hicks Road with 
CCSWCD, Owasco 
Lake Watershed 

Management 
Council and the 
Town of Scipio



Fire Lane Ditch
Remediation



Fire Lane Ditch
Remediation



OWLA’s Work with 
the Conservation 

District begins with 
a signed 

Memorandum of 
Understanding  



Questions?
Discussion

Thanks to Toy Vano, OWLA
Tim Schneider, CCSWCD
Doug Kierst, CCSWCD
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