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Ithaca Youngster Wins State
Coloring Contest

By: Seth Dennis, Education Coordinator

3-year old Lily Wang of Ithaca was the 2011 winner of the

Ronny Raindrop Coloring Contest for the 0-5 age group. The
contest is held every year at the New York State Fair at the
Soil & Water Conservation District booth in the Horticulture
Building. Ronny Raindrop is the New York State Soil & Water
Conservation Districtés masc
for children every year at the booth for age groups 0 -5, 6-8,

and 9-12. Lily will be receiving a check for $25.00, Certificate

of Achievement, and her winning coloring sheet will be framed

and on display at the 2012 Soil & Water Conservation District
booth at the NY State Fair. The prize was awarded by the New

York State Conservation District Employees Association, and
the Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District.
Congratulations Lily!

A scene from the Town 06T Crmaploiln s eCdu
Soil & Water Conservation District
15th, 2011 and collected over 800
staff include Seth Dennis, Jon Negle
Aarni o.

Adricultural Assessments

By: Jon Negley, Conservation Technician

for soil group worksheets in conjunction with the 2012

Agricultural Exemption application filed with the Tompkins
County Assessment office. All owners of land who meet the
eligibility requirements set by the State Department of Ag
and Markets are able to file for this exemption. Once it is
determined that you qualify for an agricultural exemption the

first step will be to call the Tompkins County SWCD office
and request a Soil Group Worksheet. We will then prepare a
worksheet and associated map that will delineate your soil
types, woodlands and any land that is not eligible (i.e. T
residences and yards). This will be completed at a fee of
$35.00 for new worksheets or any changes to an existing
worksheet. This will then be attached to your application

form RP-305 or RP-305-r which is filed with the Tompkins
County Assessment office.

The deadline for submission of this form is April 1, 2012 so
please get your requests for Soil Group Worksheets in earlier
than this date. For more information on this program and to
determine whether you are eligible for this exemption please
visit  http://www.orps.state.ny.us/pamphlet/exempt/
agassess.htmor call the Tompkins County assessment office
at 607-274-5517.
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2011 Conservation Farm of the Year
and Other Award Winners

By: Seth Dennis, Education Coordinator

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
(SWCD) hosted an Appreciation and Recognition Luncheon on
Friday, September 16" at the Carey Farm in Groton. The ma-
jor award winners were as follows;

AfConservati on F arSmowdlrép Farrln,eRayY&eaBr
Alan Van De Bogart
AConservati on L & Sedaor Jarhes b. Setvarad r

AContractioe fAfwaBamt hin of JBS©§|s
AConservati on i BarryGopdkicdh Awar do
AEducati on Spon Cargildbiding Tedhnodogias
AMunici pal P & Cihdy 8chulteAofvther Stlocmwater
Coalition of Tompkins County

The Tompkins County SWCD presented AEM (Agricultural
Environmental Management) Farm Signs to;

Ray & Alan Van De Bogarti Snow Top Farm
Ed & Eileen Scheffleri Scheffler Farm

Jason, Joe & Chris Fulleri Fuller Family Dairy
Larry & Denise Moore

Tom & Sally Brown

Paul & Laura Foutsi Fouts Farm

The Luncheon had just over 60 people in attendance with
guest speakers Senator James L. Seward, Senator Thomas F,
O6 Mar a, Ter reComemeds sman Ri c
Cortland Regional Director, and the Tompkins County Dairy
Princess- Abbie Teeter. It was also attended by members of

the Tompkins County Administration, Tompkins County Legis-
lature, Farm Bureau, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
Farm Service Agency, Tompkins County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District Board of Directors, local teachers, Town Super-

visors & Highway Superintendents, and county farmers. The

event was sponsored by the Tompkins County Soil & Water
Conservation District and the Tompkins County Farm Bureau,
and hosted at the Carey Farm in Groton owned by Dan and

Ann Carey.

@@ Welcomes and Goodbyes
N

We |

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
welcomes Angel Dybas Angel started her position as
Conservation Resource Specialist in August. She joins the
District after spending the last 4.5 years as a Stormwater
Specialist with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk
County. Angel graduated from SUNY Geneseo with her BS in
iol%gy and the University of Wisconsini Green Bay with her

C 0 me:

S in Environmental Science and Policy. Prior to starting her
er, she heI |nternsh|ps with the NYS Department of
Eth( ?/\/ascoﬁ1 sin D@pgrtment of Transportation, Green Bay
Water Utility, and the US EPA (Andrew W. Breidenbach
Environmental Research Centeri Cincinnati, OH). As a hiker
and outdoors person, Angel is enjoying all the recreational
opportunities that exist in Tompkins County.

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
welcomes Teresa Burch Teresa has recently started her new
position as the Tompkins County SWCD Secretary/
Treasurer. She joins the District after spending the last 14
years at Pall Trinity Micro where she worked in Accounting
for 13 years, and on the shop floor for 1 year. She
graduated from Dryden High School and has an AAS degree
in Accounting from TC3 and a BS degree in Business
Administration from Empire State College. She and her
husband have been married for 29 years and have 2
sons. Teresa lives in Groton on Old Stage Road in the family
hhamedhey houaght frameher Grandparents. Her favorite past
times are, reading, crocheting, walking the dogs and
gardening.

The staff at the Tompkins County SWCD are sad to say
goodbye to our secretary/treasurer for the past year, Jen
Case. Jen has moved on to a new position as the
Bookkeeper/Personnel Officer for the Town of Dryden.
Good luck to her and her new job, she will be missed!

Sopring Fish Stocking

Every year around late March to early April the Tompkins
SWCD helps the NYS DEC stock local creeks with thousands
of Brown Trout. This is a put and take fishery which means
that most of the fish that are stocked each year get fished
out by local and regional fishermen. In order to keep this
practice going, volunteers are needed to distribute hatchery
raised fish up and down streams from various points that the
stocking truck will stop at. If you are interested in helping
with the effort please contact the office at 257 -2340. We will
give you some information about the events along with
specific dates and locations as the time gets closer. This is a
Akid friendlyd event!
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h Friendly Pond Prot
*Pond Treatment
« Pond Cleaning
New Ponds « Septic Systems
» Stone + Sand + Composted Dirt
* Hedge Row Removal

« Basements = Demolition
+ Beach Welis
+ General Excavation
= Dozer « Excavator
nd Trucking

Eﬂg]ﬂ o S 0 nl ([ GR.VAN VALENINC. )
Excavating & Drainage
482 S Cascade Drive ® WATER & SEWER LINES ® FOUNDATIONS
PO Box 159 RESIDENTIAL ® SEPTIC SYSTEMS e DRIVEWAYS
Springville NY 14141-0159 COMMERCIAL e LanD CLEARING * Dump TRUCK SRvC.
e GRADING ® DEMOLITION

FuLLy INSURED Y
Freg ESTIMATE FROM START TO FINISH... WE DO IT ALL”

Manure Storage Designs Dam Design

Septic System Design Property Surveys SERVING ALL OF 273-2706
Storm Drainage Plans Topographic Surveys Tovrrins Co. Fax: 277-7031
Phone (716)592-2851 Toll free (800)339-5971

www.vanvalenconstruction.com
www.emengineers.com
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Start Here” @

4097 Rt. 34B Rustin Wilson
Union Springs Phone: 315-364-5240
New York 13160 Fax: 315-364-5241

TAYLOR RENTAL

1779 Hanshaw R(d.
Il t haca, NY 14850
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