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2012 TRǧE ǹȂLE OșDER ǩOǸM ȍȓSET ȈNȦǯȔSȈD! 

Ithaca Youngster Wins State  
Coloring Contest  

 

By: Seth Dennis, Education Coordinator 
 

3-year old Lily Wang of Ithaca was the 2011 winner of the 
Ronny Raindrop Coloring Contest for the 0-5 age group. The 

contest is held every year at the New York State Fair at the 

Soil & Water Conservation District booth in the Horticulture 
Building. Ronny Raindrop is the New York State Soil & Water 

Conservation Districtôs mascot, and has a new coloring sheet 
for children every year at the booth for age groups 0 -5, 6-8, 

and 9-12. Lily will be receiving a check for $25.00, Certificate 

of Achievement, and her winning coloring sheet will be framed 
and on display at the 2012 Soil & Water Conservation District 

booth at the NY State Fair. The prize was awarded by the New 
York State Conservation District Employees Association, and 

the Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District. 
Congratulations Lily! 

Agricultural Assessments  
By: Jon Negley, Conservation Technician 

 

The Tompkins County SWCD is continuing to accept requests 
for soil group worksheets in conjunction with the 2012 

Agricultural Exemption application filed with the Tompkins 

County Assessment office. All owners of land who meet the 
eligibility requirements set by the State Department of Ag 

and Markets are able to file for this exemption. Once it is 
determined that you qualify for an agricultural exemption the 

first step will be to call the Tompkins County SWCD office 

and request a Soil Group Worksheet. We will then prepare a 
worksheet and associated map that will delineate your soil 

types, woodlands and any land that is not eligible (i.e. ï 
residences and yards). This will be completed at a fee of 

$35.00 for new worksheets or any changes to an existing 
worksheet. This will then be attached to your application 

form RP-305 or RP-305-r which is filed with the Tompkins 

County Assessment office.  
 
The deadline for submission of this form is April 1, 2012  so 
please get your requests for Soil Group Worksheets in earlier 
than this date.  For more information on this program and to 

determine whether you are eligible for this exemption please 
visit http://www.orps.state.ny.us/pamphlet/exempt/

agassess.htm or call the Tompkins County assessment office 
at 607-274-5517.   

A scene from the Town of Caroline Highway DepartmentðTompkins County 
Soil & Water Conservation District hosted a Tire Collection Day  on October 

15th, 2011 and collected over 800 tires to be recycled. From left to right, SWCD 

staff include Seth Dennis, Jon Negley, Aaron Ristow, Craig Schutt, and Gene 
Aarnio.  



Welcomes and Goodbyes  
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The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) hosted an Appreciation and Recognition Luncheon on 

Friday, September 16th at the Carey Farm in Groton. The ma-
jor award winners were as follows;  

 

ñConservation Farm of the Yearò ï Snow Top Farm, Ray & 
Alan Van De Bogart 

ñConservation Leadership Awardò ï Senator James L. Seward 
ñContractor Awardò ï Jeff Benthin of JBôs Excavating 

ñConservation Citizen Awardò ï Barry Goodrich 
ñEducation Sponsorship Awardò ï Cargill Deicing Technologies 

ñMunicipal Partner Awardò ï Cindy Schulte of the Stormwater 

Coalition of Tompkins County 
 

 The Tompkins County SWCD presented AEM (Agricultural 
Environmental Management) Farm Signs to;  

 

Ray & Alan Van De Bogart ï Snow Top Farm 
Ed & Eileen Scheffler ï Scheffler Farm 

Jason, Joe & Chris Fuller ï Fuller Family Dairy 
Larry & Denise Moore 

Tom & Sally Brown 
Paul & Laura Fouts ï Fouts Farm 

 

The Luncheon had just over 60 people in attendance with 
guest speakers Senator James L. Seward, Senator Thomas F. 

OôMara, Terre Dennis - Congressman Richard Hannaôs 
Cortland Regional Director, and the Tompkins County Dairy 

Princess - Abbie Teeter. It was also attended by members of 

the Tompkins County Administration, Tompkins County Legis-
lature, Farm Bureau, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 

Farm Service Agency, Tompkins County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District Board of Directors, local teachers, Town Super-

visors & Highway Superintendents, and county farmers. The 

event was sponsored by the Tompkins County Soil & Water 
Conservation District and the Tompkins County Farm Bureau, 

and hosted at the Carey Farm in Groton owned by Dan and 
Ann Carey. 

Welcome:  
 

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District 

welcomes Angel Dybas. Angel started her position as 
Conservation Resource Specialist in August. She joins the 

District after spending the last 4.5 years as a Stormwater 
Specialist with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk 

County. Angel graduated from SUNY Geneseo with her BS in 

Biology and the University of Wisconsin ï Green Bay with her 
MS in Environmental Science and Policy. Prior to starting her 

career, she held internships with the NYS Department of 
Health, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, Green Bay 

Water Utility, and the US EPA (Andrew W. Breidenbach 

Environmental Research Center ï Cincinnati, OH). As a hiker 
and outdoors person, Angel is enjoying all the recreational 

opportunities that exist in Tompkins County.  

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District 

welcomes Teresa Burch. Teresa has recently started her new 
position as the Tompkins County SWCD Secretary/

Treasurer.  She joins the District after spending the last 14 
years at Pall Trinity Micro where she worked in Accounting 

for 13 years, and on the shop floor for 1 year.   She 

graduated from Dryden High School and has an AAS degree 
in Accounting from TC3 and a BS degree in Business 

Administration from Empire State College.  She and her 
husband have been married for 29 years and have 2 

sons.  Teresa lives in Groton on Old Stage Road in the family 
home they bought from her Grandparents.   Her favorite past 

times are, reading, crocheting, walking the dogs and 

gardening. 

The staff at the Tompkins County SWCD are sad to say 

goodbye to our secretary/treasurer for the past year, Jen 
Case. Jen has moved on to a new position as the 

Bookkeeper/Personnel Officer for the Town of Dryden. 
Good luck to her and her new job, she will be missed!  

2011 Conservation Farm of the Year 
and Other Award Winners  

 

By: Seth Dennis, Education Coordinator 

Spring Fish Stocking  

Every year around late March to early April the Tompkins 

SWCD helps the NYS DEC stock local creeks with thousands 

of Brown Trout. This is a put and take fishery which means 
that most of the fish that are stocked each year get fished 

out by local and regional fishermen. In order to keep this 
practice going, volunteers are needed to distribute hatchery 

raised fish up and down streams from various points that the 
stocking truck will stop at. If you are interested in helping 

with the effort please contact the office at 257 -2340. We will 

give you some information about the events along with 
specific dates and locations as the time gets closer. This is a 

ñkid friendlyò event!  
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Å Hydro-seeder (fee) Å No-till Drill (fee for 
rental) Å Broadcast Seeder (loaned out for free) Å 
Soil Sampling (fee) Å Pond Site Evaluations 
(fee) Å Streambank Erosion, Technical 
Assistance Å Drainage Problems, Technical 
Assistance Å Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management Plans Å Grazing Plans Å Pasture 

Improvement Å Educational Presentations and 
Resources Å Ag-Plastics Baler 
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