
Owning Your Own Health Committee 
Minutes – Approved 
November 8, 2017 

Legislature Chambers 
 

 
Present:   Ted Schiele, Kathy Servoss, Debby Kelley (excused at 4:15 p.m.), Beverly Chin 

(arrived at 3:09 p.m); Emily Mallar (arrived at 3:30 p.m.), Leslie Moskowitz (arrived at 
3:30 p.m.) 

Excused:   Sharon Bowman, Jim Bower, Jackie Kippola; Olivia Hersey 
Absent:   Tammy Morse 
Guests:     Don Barber, Executive Director; Via conference call: Corey Prashaw, ProAct; Beth 

Miller, Mike Tellier, Excellus 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
 Mr. Schiele, Chair, called the meeting to order at 3:08 p.m.  
 
Changes to the Agenda 
 
 There were no changes to the agenda.  
 
Approval of September 27, 2017 Minutes 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Servoss, seconded by Ms. Kelley, and unanimously adopted by 
voice vote by members present, to approve the minutes of September 27, 2017 as corrected.  
MINUTES APPROVED.  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
 Report on Work of Other Committees 
 Mr. Barber reported on the Governance Structure Committee and said its work has been 
placed on hold at this time.  The Committee has suggested staying with the current Board 
structure but to reduce the number of meetings and a change in the seating arrangement at 
Board meetings.  While there is not support for major changes at this time the Committee feels 
that at some point as the Consortium grows that consideration will need to be given again to 
reduce the number of Directors.  Consideration may also be given to giving committees more 
responsibility.  The Audit and Finance Committee has been busy working on several items, 
including Stop Loss insurance which the Consortium is required to have under Article 47.  In 
addition to working out issues related to the Excellus administrative services contract, the 
Committee is also trying to get a better understanding of prescription drug rebates which has 
become a significant source of revenue for the Consortium.  
 
 Mr. Barber said he is making arrangements to have a presentation and discussion with 
providers, ProAct, and Excellus about opioids and how they are being managed within the 
Consortium’s population.  All members will be invited to attend when details are finalized.  
 
Flu Clinics 
 
 Mr. Prashaw provided the following breakdown of information on how many members 
from each municipality attended a flu clinic in the Fall: 
 
 Tompkins County Human Services Building:  39 from Tompkins County 
     2 from the Town of Ithaca 
     2 from the City of Ithaca 
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 Ithaca City Hall:    7 from Tompkins County 
   33 from the City of Ithaca 
     3 from the Town of Ithaca 
     1 from the Village of Dryden 
 Cortland Fire Hall: 29 from the City of Cortland 
    3 from Tompkins County 
 Tompkins County Highway:   1 from the City of Ithaca 
  11 from Tompkins County 
    1 from the Town of Ithaca 
    1 from the Town of Lansing  
 Tompkins County Old Jail:   3 from the City of Cortland 
    5 from the City of Ithaca 
  29 from Tompkins County 
    1 from the Town of Dryden 
    4 from the Town of Ithaca  
 Bolton Point: 11 from the Town of Ithaca 
    3 from the Town of Lansing 
 
Totals by municipality:  
Tompkins County – 89 Town of Ithaca – 21 
City of Cortland – 42 City of Ithaca – 41 
Village of Dryden – 1  Town of Dryden – 1 
Town of Lansing - 4 
  
 CanaRX 
 Mr. Prashaw reported four members signed up in October.  He is waiting for information 
on the status of mailers that were sent to members who have a qualifying prescription to let 
them know they are eligible to receive medications at a zero co-pay. He said there was a lot of 
interest expressed in this at the recent benefit fairs that were held.  He will also provide the 
Committee with information on the number of mailers that went out in addition to how many 
Consortium members are using the program.  
 
Update on Blue4U Program Rollout 
 
 Ms. Miller reported preliminary meetings were held with Nina Butler of Interactive Health 
Solutions regarding the rollout.  There are three new towns coming into the Consortium with 
Metal Level Plans that will be incorporated into the Blue4U program.  They will be running the 1-
2-3 campaign again as there have not been any incentives added to the program; however, they 
are trying to strategize what can be done to engage members and increase participation.   She 
said a meeting is scheduled with benefit clerks to rollout the program with the 1-2-3 campaign. 
Mr. Barber said the marketing campaign starts out with an introduction to what the program 
offers, number 2 notifies members of when they can sign up and 3 is a notification that the 
deadline for signing up is approaching.  There is no incentive other than it has no cost. 
 
 It was noted that the program is only available to members in a Metal Level Plan.  Ms. 
Servoss asked if would be possible to offer the program to all Consortium members.  Mr. 
Schiele said prior to Ms. Servoss joining the Committee there was discussion of the idea of 
making the program available to everyone with the cost absorbed by the plan cost.  However, 
Mr. Barber met with the County Administrator who questioned if it would be cost effective and 
also asked what other alternatives exist to promote wellness. That led to the current discussion 
of whether members are seeing a primary care physician and if that should be promoted in lieu 
of the Blue4U program.  



Owning Your Own Health Committee Minutes 
November 8, 2017 

3 

 

 Ms. Mallar and Ms. Moskowitz arrived at this time.   
 
 Ms. Chin said it would help to know from members who are in the Metal Level Plans and 
using the program how they felt about it.  She asked if it would be possible to pilot it at one site.  
Mr. Barber said this would change the role of the Consortium from providing an opportunity to 
directing a program.  If a particular municipality wished to pilot the program it would require the 
Consortium to allow for everyone to participate or for a municipality to add it as a benefit. Ms. 
Miller asked if the Committee, given statistics on the program having a cost benefit, could make 
a recommendation to the Audit and Finance Committee and Board of Directors for the program 
to be made available to all members.  Mr. Schiele noted that making the program available to 
everyone with a sunset date and this would not preclude running a pilot program at one site to 
market the program. 
 
 Mr. Barber referred to an economic analysis that was done earlier in the discussions that 
showed if the Consortium were to make the investment that it would return the investment in 
four to five years and eventually would triple the investment.   He said a large percentage of 
Consortium members are aware of preventive healthcare and a majority of them have primary 
care physicians; however, there are far too few receiving an annual exam.   
 
 Mr. Barber asked Ms. Mallar if CAP (Cayuga Area Plan Preferred) as part of its 
commitment to Excellus and their member claimants to have annual wellness visits.  Ms. Mallar 
said this is not a quality metric that they are graded on; however, information is gathered from 
individuals who are being seen for another condition such as diabetes and screenings are 
followed up on.  She said there is value in having the annual exam and the population that 
causes concern include those who are never being seen. 
 
 Mr. Barber said isn’t sure the Consortium would provide financial incentives for the 
Blue4U program but if someone were hired within the Consortium that would meet members at 
their job sites might be something that could be considered.  He said this is what Ms. Moskowitz 
does in the City of Ithaca and it has been successful.   
 
 There was discussion of how to promote preventive health care and the importance of 
an annual physical.  Mr. Schiele stated although the Newsletter is a good place to start it cannot 
be the only way it is promoted.  Other suggestions brought forward includes small incentives or 
friendly competitions.     
 
 Mr. Barber said if the Consortium is going to make any movement in the wellness 
initiative a recommendation or discussion item would need to come from this Committee to the 
Board.   
 
 The Committee reviewed data provided by Mr. Barber in a memorandum dated 
November 7, 2017.  Mr. Tellier said the Consortium has a large number of members that are 
attributed to a primary care physician based on a well or preventive visit but most of the time 
they are not going in for a physical or annual exam but may be going for a sick visit or going to 
urgent care.  He thinks the Consortium’s numbers may be higher than what he sees in other 
groups but the goal should be getting those members to schedule an annual physical while they 
are there for those other visits.  
 
 Mr. Schiele suggested the Committee consider making a recommendation at the next 
meeting to address the Blue4U questions and whether to focus a promotional effort on primary 
care physicians and annual wellness visits.  He said the Committee could make a 
recommendation or resolve to recommend a plan in the next six months for promoting either 



Owning Your Own Health Committee Minutes 
November 8, 2017 

4 

 

Blue4U or wellness visits for all Consortium members.  The Committee referred to a suggestion 
contained in the memorandum from Mr. Barber to hire a wellness coordinator who would go to 
work sites and develop a relationship with employees and employers to build trust, support them 
in learning about preventative health care, and who would help them enroll in programs like 
Blue4U.  
 
 Ms. Kelley was excused at this time.  
 
   There was support for moving forward with this suggestion.  There was discussion of 
what qualifications an individual assuming this role would have with a suggestion made that it 
be position would be a tactical position with the person based in this Committee who would be a 
great communicator and have a basic understanding of health benefits and wellness programs.  
Mr. Barber will draft a resolution for consideration at the next meeting.  
 
Next Meeting 
  
 The next meeting date was rescheduled to December 13th at 3 p.m.  
 
Next Agenda Items 
 
 The following items will be included on the next agenda:  
  
 2018 meeting schedule;  
 Resolution to recommend a Wellness Coordinator  
 
Adjournment 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  


