
Ithaca Commons 

Existing Conditions 



Ithaca Commons 

Repair and Upgrade Project 

Proposed Design 



Ithaca Commons – Before Ithaca Commons – After 



Existing Conditions 

Bank Alley 

Proposed Bank Alley 



Existing Cayuga Street Entrance 
Proposed Cayuga Street Entrance 

 



Reconstructed Bernie Milton 
Pavillion 



Improved Seating and Amenities 

 



Why We Care about the Commons? 

• Community Icon  

• Nationally Known Feature 

• Central Community Gathering Place 

• Commercial and Employment Hub 

• Transportation Hub 

• Major Visitor Destination 



The Importance of the Commons to 
Tourism 

• Activities tourists undertook while here….. 

 

 - Commons  (42%) 

 - Cornell  (42%) 

… Tied for top activity 

 

Source: Chmura Economics & Analytics 



The Importance of the Commons to 
Tourism 

• Total number of tourists to Tompkins 
County: 

 - 843,000 

• Estimated number of tourists to the 
Commons (@36%): 

 - 303,480 

 

Source: Chmura Economics & Analytics 

 



The Importance of the Commons to 
Tourism 

• 2nd most important trip purpose- 
motivation for trip (behind only gorges 
and waterfalls) 

• 35% of all visitors  

• Tied for most important trip purpose for 
visitors staying in hotels (36%) 

• Traditional overnight tourist (44%) 

 

Source: Chmura Economics & Analytics 



The Commons is Attracting Hotel 
Products 

• Hilton Garden Inn (2006) 

• New Holiday Inn and Conference Center 

• Hotel Ithaca 

• Discussions with several other hotel 
developers 

• All locate here because of the amenities of 
downtown– especially the Commons 



Proposed Downtown 

Development 

 



Proposed Hotel Ithaca 

Ithaca Commons 

Proposed $28-million hotel 

-124 rooms 

-80 new jobs 

 



Proposed Breckenridge Project  

Cayuga Street 

Proposed $15-million low-income 

housing project 

-52 one and two bedroom apartments 



Seneca Way Project 

Proposed $11.5-million mixed use project 

-9,311 SF of first floor commercial  

-32 one-bedroom apartments 

-6 two-bedroom apartments  



Proposed Holiday Inn Project 

Proposed $11-million  

conference center and  

hotel upgrade and expansion 



Proposed Cayuga Place Residences 

Proposed $11-million mixed-use project 

5000 SF of Commercial Space 

35 apartments 



A COMMUNITY PROJECT 

• Needs broad based community support 

• Important to show community 
participation 

• Seeking Federal, State, County, City, and 
private participation 

 

 

 



 COMMONS & TRANSIT 
CORRIDOR FUNDING PLAN- 
FEDERAL 
• Federal grant requests  $4.0 – 12.0 M 

• City of Ithaca   $3.5 M 

• State of New York   $4.0 M 

• Other      $0.5 - 6.5 M 

 

• Total project    $18.5 M 



COMMONS FUNDING PLAN - 
State 

 

• Empire State Development (CFA) $4.0 M 

• City of Ithaca    
 $3.5 M 

• Gap      $0.5 M 

 

• Total project     $8.0 M 



SOURCES OF OTHER FUNDS 

• DIA 

• County Room Tax 

• Sidewalk Betterment 

• Benefit District 

• Water & Sewer Fund 

• Sponsors/Corporate/Other 



A Role for Tompkins County 

• City will formally request assistance and 
support 

• Will send a letter to STPB and County 
Legislature 

• Will seek to make the Commons a 
stronger attraction and destination for the 
community 


