Minutes

June 14,2010

Tompkins County Gas Drilling Task Force
Water Subcommittee

Attendees: Sharon Anderson, Linda Adams, Liz Cameron, Craig Schutt, David Slottje,

Helen Slottje

1. Origin of task force and water subcommittee; Introductions

a.
b.

The task force is an official subcommittee of TCCOG
The task force hopes to provide a central place for information about
issues affecting municipalities relating to gas drilling impacts

2. Review of topical chart prepared by Sharon Anderson and suggestions for
additions, deletions, and other changes

a.

Linda Adams suggested that landowners are an important third party
(to the state and regulators) and that the water subcommittee could
help develop answers to what could go into a lease that would be
protective of water.

Liz Cameron suggested locating information on parameters for testing
wells and involving water supply operators

There was a discussion about whether the USGS aquifer map is
available electronically or just in paper format. Concluded that at
least portions were electronic and that the electronic version should
be included in this group’s web resources.

Helen asked about geology information - do we know where fractures
are? Is USGS working on this? What do we know about salt mines?
Concluded that the website should have an overlay showing the
various layers.

Sharon said that it would be helpful to have good information about
the exemptions to environmental laws that industry has.

There was a discussion about the role of the water division at DEC,
and whether they would be able gain the upper hand or any control at
all in the permitting and regulation of gas wells.

There was a discussion about water impacts - 1) chemicals -spills on
site getting into water and fluids left underground, 2) water
withdrawals, 3) waste water disposal Craig Schutt noted that
additional safety devices are being used by Chesapeake in Bradford
County, Pennsylvania.

Linda Adams discussed her research on downhole separation
technology (DOE report available at www.osti.gov/bridge/) , propane
fracing
(www.ntm.nickles.com/issues/printer.aspx?aid=1000225211)

solid propellant fracing, the gas gun (used in a Bradford sandstone
injection well in Cattaraugus County in Nov. 2006;
www.thegasgun.com), the Norway offshore list (Sept 2009
www.offshore-mag.com) , the acronym PLONR (poses little or no



http://www.osti.gov/bridge/

risk), the Unconventional Gas Convention in Fort Worth in October
www.unconventionalgas.com, TRIAD, a recipe for a green frac recipe,
the fact that there is already arsenic and bacterial contamination in
the water in Caroline, the Groton water well fire (and probably a few
other things [ missed).
3. Next Steps

a. Sharon will reconfigure the spreadsheet to reflect comments and

assign jobs
. Craig Schutt will contact Bill Kappel

c. Helen and David will work on exemptions enjoyed by natural gas
industry to water protection laws

d. The group will start building information, can use the CCE page
internally to put together pages, sources and links before “going live”

e. Next meeting Thursday July 8 at 4:30



