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NYS SWCC News
SWCC Meeting: The last SWCC meeting was held on July 19th in Utica. At the meeting is was discussed that the Governor’s office recently made an appointment to fill the vacancy that was created by George Proios’ departure from the SWCC voting membership. Erica Goodman of Brooklyn, NY will join the SWCC serving as the Representative-At-Large for Urban, Suburban, and Rural Non-Farm Interests at the next upcoming meeting. Welcome aboard!
         The SWCC approved a new Review Policy relevant to the Performance Measure Evaluation Summary Reports that are submitted by Districts and due annually in Albany by February 15th. If submitted by the due date and if any of the required information on the form is determined to be unclear or insufficient to make a determination, the District employee who certified the accuracy of the report will be notified and provided 3 business days to provide clarification or more information. More information about the new policy can be received from your Regional AEA. 
         The next meeting is scheduled to convene at 10AM on Tuesday, September 20th, 2016. The meeting will take place at the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets office located in Albany, NY. A meeting agenda will be sent out in August. 

AEM Program
RFP for AEM/AgNPS District Outreach Services: The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets and the SWCC are currently seeking proposals from qualified County Soil and Water Conservation Districts (Districts) in New York State to provide a broad array of outreach, education and communications services to a wide audience, including County Districts and their Directors, State Committee partners, federal, state, and local agencies, environmental groups, citizen organizations, legislators, farmers, and the public.  A communication program for County Soil and Water Conservation Districts will also be developed under this procurement. If Districts are interested in submitting a proposal to offer their services, the RFP and submission documents are available on the Department’s “Funding Opportunities” website at: http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/RFPS.html.  Please review the RFP and associated forms for more details. 

2016 NYS AEM Award: Thank you to all who nominated a farm this year! The winner of the 2016 AEM Award is Wickham’s Fruit Farm nominated by Suffolk SWCD!! Congratulations to both the farm family and the District. The farm and District will be honored at the 2016 Ag Leadership Luncheon at Empire Farm Days August 10th.  

AGNPS Program
Round 22 Update: With returns from the AGNPS and AEM programs, funds available have risen once again from the original $11.1 million to $13.1 million to just shy of $16 million! This means that the State of NY will be able to make additional awards under Round 22. Districts who will receive awards based upon these additional funds are being notified of such. To date, Round 22 has been able to fund 49 projects totaling $15,919,582.68 in State funds. Congratulations to all Districts who received AGNPS funding under Round 22!

AGNPS Tip of the Month #7:  The Round 22 plan of work webinar recording is available and posted on the SWCC/SWCD SharePoint site.  To access click Resources for Districts – AgNPS – Round 22 Plan of Work Documents – Round 22 Webinar. Plans of Work are due August 16th to your AEA. 

Other Upcoming Events
1. Wednesday, August 10th is the annual Conservation Farm Equipment Walk through the Empire Farm Days’ grounds (http://empirefarmdays.com), Seneca Falls, NY. This annual event is led by SWCD, NRCS, and Ag and Markets/State Committee staff to help improve knowledge and familiarity with farm equipment, including tillage, planting/seeding, manure management, and cover cropping implements.  Be on the lookout for registration details in the near future.
1. The NYS Soil Health Workgroup and Empire Farm Days will be offering soil health seminars, tours, and demonstrations at the Soil Health Center at Empire Farm Days, August 9, 10, and 11 (http://empirefarmdays.com), Seneca Falls, NY.  Look for more information in the coming weeks and encourage colleagues and producers to check it out.
1. NYACD Annual Meeting and Administrative Conference will be held on October 18th- 20th in Syracuse at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  Details on registration will be forthcoming from NYACD.

Funding Opportunities
NY Great Lakes Small Grants Program: New York Sea Grant in partnership with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation is requesting proposals for projects that serve to benefit the environment and economy of New York’s Great Lakes basin. Grants of up to $25,000 will be awarded for projects that implement Goal #5 and/or Goal #7 of the Great Lakes Action Agenda. Respectively, these goals are to: “Conserve and restore native fish and wildlife biodiversity and habitats to achieve and sustain resilient ecosystems and vibrant economies” and; “Enhance community resiliency and ecosystem integrity through restoration, protection, and improved resource management.” Proposals will be due by September 23, 2016. Grants will be announced the week of October 31, 2016. Full request for proposals and application guidelines are online at http://www.nyseagrant.org/proposals.
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