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Bigfoot Baler in Action!

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
recently put the new BIGFOOT Portable Plastic Baler in to
action at a couple of farms in Tompkins County. We were
one of six counties awarded with a NYS-DEC funded balers
for agricultural plastics recycling. If you would like the
Tompkins County SWCD to come bale your ag plastics, call
our office at 257-2340 to schedule an appointment.

2011 Spring
Tree Sale order form
included in this
newsletter!

All tree descriptions &
extra order forms on our
website, www.tcswecd.org.
Pick up day is April 22nd,
orders must be in by March
4th.




JANUARY 2011 Page 2

Tompkins County SWCD

www.tcswced.org

The Upper Susquehanna River and the
Chesapeake Bay Pollution Diet

By: Aaron Ristow, Natural Resource Program Specialist & Ag-Team
Coordinator (USC)

Utilizing a complex computer model, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) through the Chesapeake Bay
Program (CBP) developed a total annual loading for nitrogen
(N), phosphorus (P) and sediment, by state, that it considers
to be the maximum quantities that the Chesapeake Bay can
receive and meet water quality standards. This is called a
Total Maximum Daily Load or “TMDL”. It is like a pollution diet
for the Bay.

In mid-December, 2010 EPA officials accepted the state's plan
to clean up agricultural runoff and urban sewer systems in the
New York portion of the Chesapeake Bay watershed and thus
New York avoided federal regulations that would have cost
billions to implement — for now. The plan will still require
millions of dollars to implement, but it should be far less than
what the state was facing just a few months ago. The
“backstop” regulations were avoided in part because the final
plan included a detailed description of the coordinated effort
made through state agencies and local Soil and Water
Conservation Districts that support conservation practices on
farms  through programs such as the Agricultural
Environmental Management (AEM) program and the
Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Program
(AgNPS). Since 1994 New York State has invested in an
environmentally sound voluntary incentive based program and
has contributed $90 million in State Environmental Protection
Fund grants administered by Soil and Water Conservation
Districts.

On December 31%, 2010 the EPA and states, including New
York, agreed for Phase | of the TMDL to be completed and
published in the Federal Register. There is still a gap between
the state plan and the federal limit when it comes to nitrogen
and wastewater treatment plants however, but the EPA will
take a wait-and-see approach before placing any additional
requirements on them. There is still time for evaluation, as the
watershed states must submit Phase Il of the plans in June of
2011. In the second phase nutrient and sediment allocations
will likely be set at the county or small watershed scale. On
the one hand the local allocations are intended to improve
accountability and increase nutrient and sediment control
actions. On the other hand, increased accountability leads to
increased responsibility and it could mean hundreds of
thousands or even millions of dollars that may be required
from local governments to assist with implementing
conservation practices on farms and upgrading sewer and
waste water treatment plants.

For now, NY residents should expect business as usual as the
Department of Environmental Conservation and other
agencies implement the plan. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact our office or visit www.u-s-c.org for
links to information about the Chesapeake Bay Program.

RAIN
BARREL
FOR
SALF

Rain Barrels!

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District will
once again be selling rain barrels at the Spring Tree & Shrub
sale on April 22nd. The barrels are constructed at the
TCSWCD and sell for the low price of $45, or ($48.60 w/tax)
They are designed to collect, filter and store rain water
runoff from rooftops via rain gutters so that the water may
be re-used for other purposes such as watering plants,
trees, and gardens. Pre-order yours today, as these are in
high demand, and we only have a limited quantity at this
time! You may use the order form enclosed in this
newsletter, print a form at our website (www.tcswcd.org) or
call 257-2340 to place an order.

Save Paper! Save Postage! Would
you like to receive our newsletter through
your e-mail, instead of in your mailbox? Let
us know that you would like to conserve! E-
mail sethdennis@tcswcd.org to sign up or
call our office and ask for Seth, 257-2340.

Barley Straw Available

If your pond has been prone to algae problems the Tompkins
County SWCD will have barley straw available at our Spring
Tree Sale on April 22nd. The barley straw available is
environmentally friendly and has had no pesticides used on
it. You simply float the necessary amount of bales, according
to your ponds size, onto the pond. The bales will sink and
evenly distribute on the bottom. We generally suggest five
bales of straw for every surface acre of pond. We are selling
the barley straw at $9.72 per bale (tax included). Orders
need to be placed in advance by phone, no later than the
15th of April by calling (607)257-2340. Pick up for the barley
straw will be April 22nd from 9:00am-6:00pm, at the
TCSWCD office, 1771 Hanshaw Rd, Ithaca.



www.tcswced.org Tompkins County SWCD JANUARY 2011 Page 3

(607)532-4673 & Todd Weich
O 4.¢ Interlaken ﬁE FEN O
g gon W “Miles of Quality
= Stari Here"” @
& l;r\endd%‘! P;nd ) B . s O
*Pond Treatmen Q’ E ;
» Pond Cleaning : : .
“« New Ponds « Septic Systems sl o —3
+ Stone » Sand + Composted Dirt ! b =
*Hedge RowRemoval <& | | 1 [B==3 T — e
« Basements * Demolition ’
+ Beach Welis 4097 Rt. 34B Rustin Wilson
G | E; e i z
.D?gf. Eiii:ii';’:‘ . Union Springs Phone: 315-364-5240
- Backhoe and Trucking New York 13160 Fax: 315-364-5241
&M 482 S Cascade Drive ay uga
‘ ! PO Box 159 l d
Springville NY 14141-0159 an Scape
257-300
Manure Storage Designs Dam Design . .
Septic System Design Property Surveys ? Landscape Planti ng ?New Lawns ? Drai nage
Storm Drainage Plans Topographic Surveys ? Hydl‘O-Seedi ng ? Conservation Planti ngs
Phone (716)592-2851 Toll free (800)339-5971 ? Erosion Control ? Shoreline Stabilization
Www.emengineers.com

Kirksway Farm Inc.
“When Y ou Need aHand Improving Y our Land”

A u Excavating, Fencing, Landscaping, Septic Service, & More.
Cargill

Lansing, NY 14882

Deicin qJ lec h”ﬂlogy 607-533-7866

607-533-7633
info@kirkswayfarm.com
www.kirkswayfarm.com

CHRIS NEGLEY

E www.ElegantEstatesLandscaping.com (607) 533-3699

TAYL O R R ENTA L | 204 VanOstrand Rd., Groton, NY 13073 i

1779 Hanshaw Rd.

lthaca, NY 14850 FLEGANT
607-273-1807 ESTATES

LANDSCAPING AT ITS BEST.

DISTRICT SERVICES
e Hydro-seeder (fee) < No-till Drill (fee for
rentgl) . Broadcas‘E Se)eder (loaned out fo(r free) Please remember our
Soil Sampling (fee) « Pond Site Evaluations newsletter sponsors when
(fee) <« Streambank Erosion, Technical you need the products and
Assistance < Drainage Problems, Technical
Assistance e« Comprehensive Nutrient

services they offer. Thank

Management Plans < Grazing Plans < Pasture you!
Improvement ¢ Educational Presentations and
Resources « Ag-Plastics Baler
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Soil & Water Conservation Districts
in New York State

WINTER NEWSLETTER 2011

Board of Directors

RonUpdike . ................. Chair, Member at Large
DanCarey................. Vice-Chair, Farm Bureau
ITEMS FOR SALE AT THE AlanTeeter............................. Grange
- FrankProto................. County Legislator
SWCD OFEFICE Pam Mackesey ............ County Legislator
District Staff
BLUEBIRD BOXES . .« o oo, $ 14.04 * CraigSchutt.............. Conservation District Manager
BAT ROOSTING BOXES . . o oo 17.28 * JenniferCase . ............ District Secretary/Treasurer
- Darrel Sturges. . .. ........ Resource Cons. Specialist
WOOD DUCK BOXES - PINE .. ............... 38.88 vacant . . .. ... Grazing Specialist
KESTREL/SCREECH OWL BOXES . . . .. .......... 27.00 * SethDennis.............. Education Coordinator
RAIN BARRELS .+ + o+ e oo 48.60 * JonNegley........... Conservation Technician

Aaron Ristow . . Natural Resources Program Specialist/

FERTILIZER TABLETS .. vttt ei i ae .15/EACH Ag-Team Coordinator (USC)
MARKING FLAGS ... .......... .13/EA.OR 100/$8.64 * Sarah COX . . oo oo Intern
TREE PROTECTORS - AVAILABLE AT TREE ORDER TIME ONLY
RAINGAUGES . . .. oot e ee e e 12.96 * USDA-NRCS
NYS STANDARDS & SPECIFICATIONS FOR EROSION & Patrick Barry . .............. District Conservationist
SEDIMENT CONTROL. . -« + + o veeeeeeeee e 65.00 (Schuyler & Tompkins Counties)
NYS STORMWATER MANAGEMENT DESIGN MANUEL LoriBeach.......... Civil Engineer Technician (Area 111)
JoshHornesky . ................. Soil Conservationist
HARD COPY ...ttt 50.00
oI G Wo e 25.00 Board meetings are held monthly on the 2"
IL GROUP WORKSHEETS - NEW . . .. ... .... . . .
REVISED . 3500 Monday at 12.3(? PM in the_Dlgtrlct office. The
TOPOGRAPHICMAPS . ... .. ..., 7.00* public is always invited.
TREE & SHRUB PROGRAM . . .. oot vei e VARIES . . . L
Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
FISH STOCKING PROGRAM . . ... ..o VARIES 1771 Hanshaw Road
BARLEY STRAW (PERBALE) . . . ..o ovvie e o VARIES Ithaca, NY 14850
GIFTCARDS & ot tie it e i e s ANY AMOUNT !

Phone 607-257-2340 Fax 607-257-7896

* 8 % SALES TAX INCLUDED
www.tcswcd.org

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service
prohibit discrimination in all their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gen-
der, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.
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Agricultural Assessments

By: Jon Negley, Conservation Technician

The Tompkins County SWCD is continuing to accept
requests for soil group worksheets in conjunction with the
2011 Agricultural Exemption application filed with the
Tompkins County Assessment office. All owners of land
who meet the eligibility requirements are able to file for
this exemption. The following is a general list of
requirements that need to be met before an application is
accepted by the assessment office:

Land generally must consist of seven or more acres
that were used in the preceding two years for the
production for sale crops of crops, livestock, or
livestock products.

The annual gross sales of agricultural products
generally must average $10,000 or more for the
preceding two years. If an agricultural enterprise is
less than seven acres, it may qualify if average annual
gross sales equal $50,000 or more. (Rented land
under a 5 year agreement with other farmland or lands
affected by a natural disaster and adverse weather
conditions may not have to satisfy this requirement).

Horse boarding operations must meet the following
requirements:

At least seven acres supporting the commercial
horse boarding operation

Operation boards at least 10 horses regardless of
its land holdings

The operation receives $10,000 or more in gross
receipts annually in the preceding two years from
fees generated through the boarding of horses
and/or through the production for sale of crops,
livestock, and livestock products

Once it is determined that you qualify for an agricultural
exemption the first step will be to call the Tompkins County
SWCD office and request a Soil Group Worksheet. We will
then prepare a worksheet and associated map that will
delineate your soil types, woodlands and any land that is
not eligible (i.e. — residences and yards). This will be
completed at a fee of $35.00 for new worksheets or any
changes to an existing worksheet. This will then be
attached to your application form RP-305 or RP-305-r
which is filed with the Tompkins County Assessment office.
The deadline for submission of this form is April 1, 2011 so
please get your requests for Soil Group Worksheets in
earlier than this date.

For more information on this program and to determine
whether you are eligible for this exemption please visit
http://www.orps.state.ny.us/pamphlet/exempt/
agassess.htm or call the Tompkins County assessment
office at 607-274-5517.

Spring Fish Stocking

Every year around late March to early April the Tompkins
SWCD helps the NYS DEC stock local creeks with
thousands of Brown Trout. This is a put and take fishery
which means that most of the fish that are stocked each
year get fished out by local and regional fishermen. In
order to keep this practice going, volunteers are needed
to distribute hatchery raised fish up and down the stream
from various points that the stocking truck will stop at. If
you are interested in helping with the effort please
contact the office at 257-2340. We will give you some
information about the events along with specific dates
and locations as the time gets closer. This is a “kid
friendly” event!

The Southern Tier Regional L\&//)
Envirothon will be here before Y
you know it, so be prepared! \ }?
The date is set for April 28, | /!
2011. If your high school or )
youth group would like to put together a
team for competition, please contact Seth
Dennis at the TCSWCD office ASAP.
Teams that participated last year, make
sure to get your registration forms turned
in before April 1st. For more information
about the Envirothon program visit
www.nysenvirothon.net or
www.envirothon.org If you would like to

donate to this program visit
www.nyenviroed.org

L
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Welcome to the office!

The Tompkins County Soil & Water Conservation District
welcomes Jennifer Case and Sarah Cox.

Jen has recently started her new position as the Tompkins
County SWCD Secretary/Treasurer. She joins the District
after spending the last 10 years as a High School Business
Teacher and coach at Groton Central School. Jen graduated
from Groton before earning her Bachelor's Degree in
Accounting from Roberts Wesleyan College, where she was
also a member of the Varsity Basketball Team. She then
earned a Master’'s Degree in Education from the University
of New England. Before starting her teaching career, she
worked in the Human Resources and Accounting
Departments of Gutchess Lumber Company and Case
Trucking.

Jen continues to be active in Groton’s athletic programs.
She is the Girl’'s Varsity Basketball coach, as well as a coach
in the softball program there. She helps organize the girl's
youth basketball program, and also operates a week-long
youth basketball camp each summer.

Sarah is the new intern here at TCSWCD. Over the past
month, she has been compiling all of the resources needed
to proceed with the Fall Creek Watershed Management Plan.
Recently earning a B.S. in Environmental Science from
Ithaca College, she was eager to get some more experience
in the environmental field. The TCSWCD sounded like a
great place to start!

When not at her internship, Sarah is volunteering in the
Discovery Space at the Sciencenter, working at Panera
Bread and putting together applications for graduate school.
She even finds time for some hobbies such as running and
cycling. Sarah is looking forward to her first winter as part
of the Cayuga Nordic Ski Club and can’t wait for the snow to
start accumulating.

N RCS Natural Resources
Conservation Service

By: Josh Hornesky, Soil Conservationist, NRCS

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has
announced that the cut off for receiving Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP) applications has been extended
until January 21, 2011. For those that have never heard of
CSP, it is a voluntary conservation program that offers
payments to producers who maintain and manage a high
level of conservation stewardship on their land and are
willing to adopt higher levels of stewardship. In New York
State eligible lands include cropland, pastureland, and non-
industrial private forestland.

Although producers may submit an application to enroll
eligible land in CSP on a continuous basis, the period when
received applications are processed starts on January 215"
Interested applicants are encouraged to use the CSP self-
screening checklist to determine if the new program is
suitable for their operation. The checklist highlights basic
information about CSP eligibility requirements, contract
obligations and potential payments.

The checklist is available on the NRCS Web site at http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/special_pdfs/
CSP_Producer_Self-Screening_Checklist.pdf. For sign-up
details or additional conservation program information,
contact your local NRCS office at 607-257-2737 x3 or, visit
http://www.ny.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/new_csp/
index.html.

NOT a Hershey’s Kiss...

You may have scene the big blue guy pictured below
throughout Tompkins County at events, parades, and
schools. However, this is not a Hershey's Kiss! This is
Ronny Raindrope, the Soil & Water Conservation District
mascot in New York State. He loves to educate young
people about the importance of water, water conservation
and protecting our water. If your school, youth group of
young people, or event would like to have Ronny
Raindrope come for a visit & give a presentation, please
contact Seth at the TCSWCD office at 257-2340. This is
another free service provided to Tompkins County by the
Tompkins County SWCD.




