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NYS SWCC News
SWCC Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled to convene at 10AM on Tuesday, September 20th, 2016. The meeting will take place at the NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets office located in Albany, NY. A meeting agenda will be sent out shortly. 

2015 Annual Report: Is now available on SharePoint & the SWCC website. Copies were mailed to each District, please distribute to Directors, legislators, and partners! Congratulations on all your success! Please enjoy!!

2017 Annual Plan of Work (APOW): As a reminder, last year the SWCC resolved to change the APOW submittal deadline to be consistent with the calendar year for which the plan is written. For plans written for the 2017 calendar year, the deadline for submittal to your Regional AEA is November 1st, 2016. This will allow time for your AEA to review, provide feedback and recommend to the SWCC for approval at their December 2016 meeting. 
Bon Voyage Cliff! [image: index]After 30 years of working with the Village of Lake George, Warren County SWCD (as a Board Member and later as a technician), and the State Committee/NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets, Cliff Frasier is ‘pulling the wheel chocks, extending flaps for maximum lift’, and officially announcing that he will be retiring from State service. Cliff’s last day of actual work was Wednesday August 31th. For decades, Cliff has been a crucial resource for SWCDs all across the State and has always been a pleasure to work with. We will all miss Cliff very much and wish him well as he prepares for the next ‘leg of his flight’… Ever-lasting happiness!!! 

Temporary SWCC Regions: With Cliff’s ‘departure’, the SWCC has ‘corrected for drag’ and made some changes to the regional staffing plan. The Regional staffing map was redrawn (attached for your reference) to fill in the Region 3 (Mid-Hudson and Mohawk watershed) counties—Brian will cover the immediate Capital District counties, and the other regional staff will each pick up a few Districts. Regional staff will work together to make sure all answers, policies, and procedures are consistent throughout the state, so despite a staff adjustment, everything should be extremely familiar to the affected Districts.

New York State Grown & Certified Program: On August 11th, Governor Cuomo launched the New York State Grown & Certified program. “The New York Grown & Certified Program strengthens the link between producers and consumers and provides new opportunities for agricultural development,” Cuomo said. The Department will be working with New York State producers across all commodities to assist them in qualifying for the voluntary certification program. To ensure maximum environmental sustainability and food safety, participation in existing certification programs, including the State’s AEM program and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) program, is required for participation in New York State Grown & Certified. The AEM Verification Cover Form that producers must submit to verify participation in AEM can be found in the AEM Resources folder on SharePoint. For more information about NY Grown & Certified, please visit, http://certified.ny.gov/ , or contact your Regional AEA. 

The Department of Agriculture and Markets, in partnership with the Soil and Water Conservation Committee anticipates a new funding opportunity to assist Specialty Crop farmers (Fruit, Vegetable, Herbs).  It is expected that available funding will be offered on a competitive basis for the implementation of AEM Tier 3 Plans.  Funding for this grant will be through the Ocean and Great Lakes Initiative – more details to follow.  
Climate Resilient Farming (CRF): A request for proposals for the Climate Resilient Farming (CRF) grant program is set to release in September. $2.5M will be available within 3 tracks of funding for 1) cover and flare systems, 2) on-farm riparian, floodplain, and upland water management systems, and 3) soil health systems. Please be on the lookout for more information on Round 2.     



AEM
AEM Review: In the coming months State Committee staff will be conducting on-site reviews of District AEM Programs.  As was mentioned at the Spring Manager’s Meeting, State Committee staff previously conducted close-outs and program reviews, but due to funding and staffing issues, were not able to maintain that level of oversight and Districts were asked to ‘self-certify’.  With increased staffing, we will be conducting an on-site review of the AEM Program in your county.  Several Districts volunteered to be the ‘Guinea pigs’ of the review process as we work through the protocol and process.  A rotating schedule for reviews will be developed, so you will not be subject to a review every year and will be provided advance notice of a review. 

New AEM Brochures: A new AEM brochure has been developed! Copies of the new brochure have been mailed to each District. If you would like additional brochures please contact Brian Steinmuller at 518-457-3738. 

State Aid to Districts
2017 Part B Conservation Project Financial Assistance: Part B proposals are Due November 1, 2016 along with a signed hard copy of the Claim for Payment form. Funds will be dispersed in December 2016 and projects are to be completed by December 31, 2017. 

2016 Part C Performance Measures: As for Performance Measures, the end of the year is rapidly approaching and you should be checking to make sure that your District is fulfilling their obligations for meetings, training, training plans, etc., to be able to earn all of the funds that will be available. Projections for 2016 PM awards are approximately $50,000‐$80,000 pending the amount of funding remaining after Part A & B has been paid & achievement level of PM per District.

Upcoming Events
Conservation Skills Workshop: The 2016 Conservation Skills Workshop will be held September 26th – 29th (Monday – Thursday) in Cortland, NY. Please fill out the online registration form and send your check, payable to NYSCDEA, to Cortland County SWCD.  The registration deadline is September 12th. Any questions can be directed to Cortland County SWCD. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkaKvmqeu7wFT9_EcOWtRWEcdU-i6Tdf6pkeeUErfV0TScbA/viewform 

NYACD Annual Meeting: The NYACD Annual Meeting & NYSCDEA Administrative/Management Conference is scheduled for October 18th to the 20th at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Syracuse. Information has been sent out to SWCDs already and online registrations (https://goo.gl/forms/DZ894T5EGIhxa8IW2) are due by September 15th.  
http://nyacd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/AM_0_NYACD_Event_Registration_Information-2.pdf 

New York State 2016 Irrigation Workshop: USDA NRCS is offering a 3 day educational workshop for on-farm irrigation system planning, design and implementation. Participants will learn about irrigation methods, system planning for water use efficiency and plant needs - Irrigation Water Management (IWM). November 15-17, 2016, 100 Grange Street, Cortland, NY 13045. Pre-registration is required and attendees are expected to complete a pre-requisite 1 hour webinar prior to the training. For more information about registration, please contact your local NRCS employee or your Regional AEA. 

Funding Opportunities
[bookmark: _GoBack]NY Great Lakes Small Grants Program: New York Sea Grant in partnership with the New York Department of Environmental Conservation is requesting proposals for projects that serve to benefit the environment and economy of New York’s Great Lakes basin. Grants of up to $25,000 will be awarded for projects that implement Goal #5 and/or Goal #7 of the Great Lakes Action Agenda. Respectively, these goals are to: “Conserve and restore native fish and wildlife biodiversity and habitats to achieve and sustain resilient ecosystems and vibrant economies” and; “Enhance community resiliency and ecosystem integrity through restoration, protection, and improved resource management.” Proposals will be due by September 23, 2016. Grants will be announced the week of October 31, 2016. Full request for proposals and application guidelines are online at http://www.nyseagrant.org/proposals.
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