14-12-8 (3/99)-9¢ SEQR
State Environmental Quality Review
POSITIVE DECLARATION
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft EIS
Determination of Significance

Project Number Date

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to
Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law.

The Tompkins County Board of Representatives as lead agency,
has determined that the proposed action described below may have a significant impact on the
environment and that a Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be prepared.

Name of Action:

Tompkins County Public Safety Communications Project
SEQR Status: Type 1 O]
Unlisted []

Scoping: No [ ] Yes [O]lIfyes, indicate how scoping will be conducted:

The County will issue a draft scope identifying issues that need to be addressed and explaining wh
issues are important. The scope will lay the groundwork for developing the draft Environmental Imy
Statement. Public input will be sought during the scoping process. Public comments will be accept
the draft scope for 30-days. A final scope will be issued in accordance with 6 NYCRR 617.8.

Description of Action:

Tompkins County is seeking to replace and/or enhance the communication system currently in use
safety (fire, EMS and police) officials and other government agencies countywide. The current syste
composed of several independent systems woven together to provide for voice and data transfer, is
forty years old and incorporates dozens of isolated radio frequencies, many of which are incompatit
Currently, much of the primary system used for voice communication uses an analog signal which r

prone to interference; it is also becoming increasing obsolete due to the Federal Communications
Commission's actions narrowing bandwidth.

(see attached page for additional information regarding "Description of Action™)

Location: (Include street address and the name of the municipality/county. A location map of
appropriate scale is also recommended.)

Communications system infrastructure established under this project will be located in Tompkins Ci
NY. A location map of specific infrastructure sites will be prepared as part of the supporting
documentation submitted with the EIS.
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Description of Action - continued

As a solution to the inadequacies of the current public safety communication system, an
early areport (1998) proposing the use of adigital, trunked 800-megahertz (MHz)
microwave system was presented to the County. This proposal included the relocation
and/or construction of several new communication towers in the County. The magnitude
of this proposal prompted the County Board of Representatives to issue this positive
declaration and declare that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would be
prepared. Though the findings of thisinitial study served as the basis for the positive
declaration, it is not currently considered the proposed action for the Tompkins County
Public Safety Communication Project.

The Proposed Project is the construction and operation of a public safety communications
system using 800 MHz frequencies and digital, trunked technology. As a part of the
Project, opportunities to collaborate with the New Y ork State Office of Technology's
Statewide Wireless Network will also be explored. The Proposed Project will result from
a system proposed by awireless vendor in response to a County-issued, performance-
based Request for Proposals.

Submitted by Tompkins County Board of Representatives
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Reasons Supporting This Determination:

Due to the requirements of implementing wireless communications systems, several wireless servi
facilities may be sited in order to transmit and receive signals thorughout the geographic area being
(Tompkins County). Though efforts will be made to reduce and mitigate potential impacts new wir:
service facilities may have, it is acknowledged that certain constraints (i.e. technical, economic,
geographic) may hinder the ability to reduce the magnitude of some environmental impacts Itis fol
reason that the County has determined that the project warrants the issuance of this SEQR Positiv:
Declaration.

For Further Information:

Contact Person: Stephen Whicher, County Administrator

Address: Tompkins County, 125 East Court Street, Ithaca, NY 14850

Telephone Number: (607) 274-5551
A copy of this notice must be sent to:

Department of Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, New York 12233-1750
Chief Executive Officer, Town/City/Village of
Any person requesting a copy

All Involved agencies
Applicant (If any)
Environmental Notice Bulletin, Room 538, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12233-1750

Reset Form
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