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PETER NIELSEN: Good evening, I would
like to call this public hearing to order.

If anyone who came in who hasn't signed the
sign in sheet in terms of submitting comments
for the record, please do so, or let us know.
We would like to get you on the list and that
way we can hear your comments. I'm Peter
Nielsen, I am with ENSR Environmeﬁtal
Consulting Engineers. We're the consultants
through the Tompkins County Department of
Planning and Legislature for this
communications EIS project. This hearing is
the public hearing to read into the record
and document comments by the public, it's an
opportunity for those who wish to voice their
comments and opinions about the project and
those will go into the record.

First of all, I believe, let me
introduce Joan. Jurkowich from the Department
of Planning, she is the contact person at the
county for the project. Wendy Squibb Skinner
is back there from the communications office.
And certainly they're available afterwards if

there is any questions on what transpired
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tonight. Anything that's left unanswered.
First, I would like to have Joan perhaps read
the advertisement for the public hearing. So
we can get that into the record.

JOAN JURKOWICH: Notice of the Public
Hearing: Draft Environmental Impact
Statement has been completed for and accepted
by the Tompkins County Legislature for the
proposed action described below. Comments
are requested and will be accepted by the
contact person until November 18, 2005.

A public hearing on the Draft EIS will
be held on November 3, 2005 at 5:00 p.m. at
the Tompkins County Courthouse, 320 North
Tioga Street, Ithaca, New York.

Name of action: Public Safety
Communication System. The action involves
construction and installation of facilities
for a new public safety communications
network. The proposed action includes nine
tower sites, four of which are new tower
sites: Others are upgrades to existing
facilities, or co-location on existing

towers. New towers will be less than 200
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feet tall, constructed of galvanized steel,
freestanding, and without lights. Towers
will be equipped with a number of various
types of antennae and microwave dishes. Site
facilities will include access drives,
pre-cast concrete shelters for emergency
generators and electrical equipment, above
ground propane tanks, security fencing, and
electrical service. The proposed tower
locations are Taft Road, Town of Caroline,
Podunk Road, Town of Enfield, East Miller
Road, Town of Danby, Sincerbeaux Road, Town
of Groton, Curtis Road, Town of Danby, Protts
Hill Road, Town of Newfield, Walker Road,
Town of Dryden, Irish Hill Road, Town of
Newfield, Mount Pleasant Road, Town of
Dryden.

Contact person Joan Jurkowich, Deputy
Commissioner of Planning, address 121 East
Court Street, Ithaca, New York, 14850.
Telephone number 607-274-5560. And that was
published on October 19, 2005.

PETER NIELSEN: Thank you, Joan.

Just a few ground rules. We will call
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the people in order that have signed in,
please use the microphone in the back. And
identify yourself with your name and address.
If you would like to simply submit an oral
comment, that's fine. Or if you want to
supplement it with a written record that can
be submitted to Joan, that will be put in
with the rest of the written comments. The
comment period by the way for the DEIS is
closing on November 18, 5:00. And certainly
if there is a need to review copies of the
documents, Jocan has them in her office and
they are also in the public library. And
available on CD also.

Just a few comments about what will
happen after tonight's meeting. The comments
read into the record tonight along with the
written comments that are submitted to the
county will be reviewed and addressed in a
Final Environmental Impact Statement known as
the FEIS. And that will be a final document
that will be then reviewed by the committee
and legislature for prior to their final

action. That will also be availlable to the
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"public. Also remember that the SEQR process,

that's the State Environmental Review Act
process requires that the lead agency take
into account all of the substantive comments
that are received. But also their
responsibilities to weigh those comments in
relation to the benefits and the potential
impacts and the mitiéation measures which are
proposed for the project. Comments unrelated
to the environmental review or the, such as
those related to financing, will not be
addressed as part of the environmental review
process. But the final comments that are
addressed and submitted to the legislature
and addressed in the EIS, the final FEIS,
will be the final record for the project.

Okay. 1 guess we would like to let's
get right into it. I would like Heather and
MarckDantzker.

MARC DANTZKER: Can I ask a guestion
just for clarification. There is no time
limit on how long people can speak, 1is there?

PETER NIELSEN: I think we would like to

limit it to you know whatever is reasonable.
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If there is ten or 15 minutes, if we have
time after you know the speakers have spoken
to continue, then we will.

MARC DANTZKER: Hi, we are Heather and
Mar Dantzker and we have spoken to many of
you before about this issue and gotten
actually a lot of nice response, been
working, rather than saying we have been
speaking to you, we should say we have been
working with you back and forth nicely on
this issue. With Whicher, Jurkowich and
Frank Proto. We appreciate everybody's
response and you working with us.

We also, we submitted a letter of
concern in advance of the Draft EIS which
many of you have gotten and I have no copies
of for anybody. And we understand that the
Draft EIS doesn't address any of those and we
understand that that's not part of the
process. And so we aren't here to say hey
you are not listening to us. We know you are
listening, we appreciate the fact that you
are listening. I, we also know that the

process 1s that we have to formally respond
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to the contents of the Draft EIS and hope
that those responses along with our previous
conversations and letters result in the
changes that we're hoping to see in the final
product. So just to say that to all of you
to know what's going on.

As a little bit of background for those
of you who may not know. We live and own a
house at 587 East Miller Road which is
underneath the Danby north tower, where it's
currently proposed. And I happen to show you
a picture of it leaning over our house. And
our thesis that we have advanced is that we
are the single most, in fact we did this
before the Draft EIS, the single most
impacted property in the county. At least
that's not being directly compensated, i.e.

it's on our land and we're being paid for it.

It's not on our land. And we're not being

paid for it. So we were in a way happy to
see that that's acknowledged in the report,
it seems as though the Danby north tower has
clearly received the highest scores for

impact in general. Without specifically
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mentioning our house, the fact that our house
is 400 feet away from it verbose location and
there are photos on the actual record, that
we have gotten in there, of the tower
positioned looming over our house, we think
now puts into the official record that fact
that we are disproportionately impacted. We
understand as residents that might live near
a tower that you know, where those towers are
located, those residents pay a slightly
higher price than the other residents of the
county. But we would like to argue, and 1
don't know if it's, I mean there may be other
people here who would like to argue they are
differentially impacted and I don't want to
take away from their feelings, but our
reading of this is at the very least if we
are not solely at the top of the list of
impact, we are clearly way up there.

And there aren't very many people
probably reading this thing and we have read
it all, twice. The skimming that we have
done of it, the, there aren't that many

people that have to be dealt with for this
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project, and it's obviously an important
project for the county. So we appreciate
that everybody has been helpful in looking to
deal with it with us.

We would like, we will be submitting
read written comments and frankly, the most
important thing about tonight for us is being
here and saying we really want to be involved
in seeing this thing work out for everybody.
But hell I have a microphone and I get to
talk. Any way, so what we would really like
to say in this case is just that the tower,
we have had discussions that suggest that the
tower location might shift slightly. We
would like, I recognize it's hard to run an
infinite possibility of locations through
this system. We still wonder if there isn't
a location across the street in somebody
else's field that wouldn't be as equally as
good for the models of signal propagation
that wouldn't afford the county the same
level of safety, etcetera, would be much
farther way from anybody's house. We

recognize that's not the path of least
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resistance in terms of getting change and
that moving it slightly on the same land
owner's plot is the path of less resistance.
With that understanding, moving it some, is
definitely appreciated. If that's ocur only
option.

And then our primary concern appears in
the Draft EIS that you mention that these
sites that have the highest impact score will
need more mitigation, landscaping,
evergreens, so we don't see the base in the
wintertime, etcetera. And we appreciate
that. Our primary remaining concern, and not
to say we're totally willing to give up on
getting the tower totally moved, but our
primary concern with the way things seem to
be going has to do with the road access to
the location; which would literally run
within I think what did we say 40 feet, 30
feet outside our living room, our view shed.
And we think even in and of itself, external
of the tower, that the property value
adversely will be affected. As a legal

abutter to a county project, we think we have
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some rights to come here and ask that the
county not do that.

Technically our neighbor, our neighbors
Bill and Sherry Farrell could put a road
there, if it's zoned appropriately. Had I
known about that zoning I would have gone to
that hearing and requested otherwise. But
they have a flag lot there, it's zoned. That
gives them a right to do it. Whether or not
it gives the county, whether or not the
county ought to chose that path which clearly
adversely affects one land owner in favor of
another, seems to me that there may be room
for examination as to whether or not it's an
appropriate action. I mean I couldn't, I
don't think I have legal standing although I
could tell Bill not to do it or I could
protest. But I think it's an equal resident.

So I can't ask the county, that wvarious
concepts for how you might mitigate that
actually might make things worse. So we
really want to be in landscaping around that
could in fact increase our snow load, caused

by drifting, not decrease it. And I am not
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sure you are going to do anything to the road
that wouldn't, doesn't take away from the
naturalistic loock of what's there already.
And therefore increase ocur property value.

So we have a lot of concerns about that.

I am being signaled appropriately to cut
it off by my wife, not you, thank you all for
your patience. But we will outline all
these. And again, every one of you whohas
contacted us at all in any capacity, we
appreciate the fact that we all would rather
not be doing this in terms of going back and
forth. But we appreciate that you are
working with us and feel like we are partners
in this and we hope we can keep going along
these lines. Thank you for your hélp so far.

MRS. DANTZKER: Thank you.

PETER NIELSEN: Thank you. Don is next,
your last name, Dinger.

DON DINGLER: Dingler. Well let's see,
I am not a very good public speaker, I am
going to do my best. I don't find you all
that fond of me, and I don't care if you feel

that way or not. I don't feel very good
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about you because you are coming into my
backyard, with a 200 foot tower. I am not
going to sugarcoat it.

I have lived in the town of Caroline for
43 years. There has been a 220 year old
church for my neighbor for all those years.
It's a landmark that I am proud cf. And I
would like to see it continue to be that
landmark. But instead you are insisting on
putting a 200 foot tower next to it, within
visible sight of this 200 year old church.
And it saddens me to live out there in the
country and yet I am going to get a tower put
in my backyard. It's not directly on me, but
it's in, within the perimeters of a beautiful
town called Caroline Center and it's
beautiful without a tower. And I fail to see
that the beauty in a tower, it's going to be
200 foot tall.

So I am going to try to address the
gquestions that some people have told me and
asked me to ask. First of all, here is the
petition that's signed by about 125 -- when

this all first started. Some of these people
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have died, my friends on this list, in the
four or five years since you have started.
The first petition has come up missing. I
have handed it to the first meeting at the
Women's Community Center, five or six years
ago. It was asked where it was two weeks on
this day, and here it is. I would like to
give you that copy, Joan. I guess I have the
understanding that I can file it with the
courts by the 18th or the 17th of this month.
At this point95 percent of those people I
have talked to in person. And I am willing
to sit on, next to a judge under sworn
testimony that they feel the way that I feel,
within a realm of, they don't like the place
where you are going to put this tower up in
Caroline Center, or wondering why there
hasn't been other locations seeked. We don't
know if they have, or if they haven't. We
are wondering about like, the taller places
around, there is Bald Hill, there is
Blackman's Hill, there is up near Camp
MacCormick, 1t's not on the state land but

there is some, 1it's not all state land up




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

24

16

there. There is some people that own land up
there, are out of state that you could
perhaps talk to and see if they could,

it's -- and nobody lives up on South Road.

So we were asking, this petition is
about not necessarily to do away with the
tower. My personal belief is sometimes I
would like to say where you could put this
tower. But we're asking you to consider
relocation of this tower in Caroline Center.
That's very close to approximately 55 to 60
homes within a mile radius of it.

And so that's where the petition come
from. It's just something to please
reconsider the location in Caroline Center.
It's awfully close to the houses there. And
the children that we so dearly love in
Caroline Center. Newborns, base of the tower
there is a family that is going to have, that
have five children in it that is going to be
the closest house to it. As the crow flies
as we say. Okay. So, I believe that it was
Lee that showed me some photographs two weeks

ago on the sites that are already in working
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progress that are, have towers on them. They
are depleted and beaten up, and they look
terrible. BAm I safe to assume that that's
the truth? A nod would be all right. I
believe that that's the way it came over at
the meeting, that they were in sad éhape.

And there is an old saying if you give
somebody a little, and théy take care of it,
then you can possibly give them a lot. And I
just don't understand, these towers are not
in that good of shape, and yet you want to
propose to take care of five more when you
can't take care of the ones you have. So
that's a little bit off of the relocation of
the one in Caroline Center. But that's my
personal belief, and if you guys can take
care of the ones that we have and then you
want to build more, go for it. But if you
were my kids I would say you don't get any
more towers.

And so I am going to say, I am going to
try to read through the list of the questions
that's been asked of me for the people that I

have spoken to. The first question is why
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just Caroline Center and why not Bald Hill,
Blackman Hill, South Road, there is even 01d
Level Green Road that has very little people,
or houses on it that has I believe the same
elevation. Why has there only been one
meeting that we're aware of in the town of
Caroline regarding the towers?

Not a big one, but there is all that
state land up there, I believe we can all
answer ourselves, it's easier to find land on
homeowners than it is to fight the state for
the land up near Camp MacCormick, but there
is land up there that's owned by private
individuals. It's not all state land. And
we're asking about, I don't, as the crow
flies it's probably even a shorter distance
than 1.1 miles, 1.5 miles from Taft Road to
the site that we ask you to look at up near
Camp MacCormick. As the crow flies it's
probably more like a mile across the valley.

Okay. And the petition, I have spoke
about that. Don't know where it went, why it
went anywheres, and nobody knew about it.

Its right there, it was handed, a copy to Mr.
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Proto originally years back. I guess anybody
could lose it. It was given to the, a bunch
of board members, I don't know how it came
about, it was at the Women's Community Center
years ago.

And we know, we're probably thinking it
isn't so much for the communication of the
two or three fire halls that are in the town
of Caroline, that it's more for cell phone
use. We're thinking that it's probably more
like 90 percent cell phone use. And the
revenues that this thing is going to create,
is that going to make the taxes go down
cheaper in the immediate area of the town of
Caroline for supporting this tower? We would
kind of like to know that.

What are the prolonged health risks?
We're answering that ourselves, I did several
times, I will answer it again, there are no
long time risks that we know of. There are
no long time studies, so we kind of wonder
you know where you come up with the long-term
risks, if it's such a new system, the

microwave towers. We know they are at 800
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megahertz, I believe that's enough to cook a
pretty good size turkey. And what happens to
our health if I it declines? And who is
going to help us next to this tower? There
is a lot of people that live up there. We
just ask you to be concerned about the
people. I am almost at the end of my season,
you know I am 40 some odd years old, lived
there all my life. I just had a new baby. I
really don't feel comfortable living next to
this tower. You know. What am I going to
do? I am going to pack up and leave? You
got 40 some odd years to work there. Cost me
better part of my education. You know, so I
am bringing to you the spirit of the man, not
necessarily the logic of a man.

I realize that the tower is very
impdrtant to a lot of people. But I feel
that we're important out there too in old
Caroline Center. So you know, I am going to
try to hand it over to my daughter, I don't
know that I would feel that comfortable
living next to that tower.

What will our property be worth? I have
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talked to a person that does appraisals on
homes, he says it is going to decline. Will
our taxes be adjusted to the, our property
rates, you know depleting and how our.
Worthlessness that they are going to be? Are
our properties going to, you know it's not
going to be worth much. You know. If I had
it my way, I wouldn't buy a house next to a
tower. But in this case you guys are trying
to build one next to me. I am going to fight
for all I can, and all‘the people that I
know, approximately 125 of them. I guess I
could probably get a whole lot more of them,
you know. If you read the list I am at,
there are some people there that are fairly
important to me.

Is the property around Caroline Center
going to become commercial property? It's
obviously going to be a commercial tower, as
the county going into commercial business of
leasing towers to cell phone companies? So
what, are we going to look around the corner
and see like toxic waste dump open up in

Caroline Center? I don't know if we matter
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or not or nothing. But these are questions
that I really want to know.

I really don't want to be here today, I
would rather be home with my daughter. So,
the web pages, we have been talking about
that and why they are not up to date. Not
all these questions are mine, so we would
like to know why the wéb pages haven't been
up to date? We really don't know why.

There is people that live on Taft Road,
the family of five children up there. My
dirgct neighbor has two, and a new
grandchild. She wanted to put a house up
there on Taft Road, I own property on Taft
Road, I wanted to build a house up there, but
who wants to build a house if you got a tower
for a neighbor? It's kind of, it's very
depressing. You know, it's not by choice.
Our choice would not be to live next to a
tower.

Once again, the five children, you know,
you know, the cost of this thing to maintain
them. You know we can get away from the

health risks and everything like that. Must
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cost about $100,000 to paint one of these
things, keep it up to date, get them painted
every five years. Wow. Who is going to, all
this money, where is it come from? Most of
us people are still strapped up there. You
know, there is 2900 people that live in the
town of Caroline. We all try to work and go
to work, come back, God, how much‘more can we
take, how much? You know, I hold all these
true to be self evident, all men are created
equal. I don't know that most of my
neighbors, I wouldn't want a tower to go up,
I wouldn't want a tower to go up in Frank
Proto's backyard, Joan or you, you know.
It's a real, it's a real emotional drag.
There has been a lot of sleepless nights in
my house. I would rather have different
things to worry about. It's like I would
rather be worried about my daughter cutting
teeth or the chickenpox she had. But yet I
am staying up late nights worrying about a
tower that I have no control over. And what
it's going to do to my property value.

I am not going to sugar coat it, I feel
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really uncomfortable with this. It's a
beautiful town, Caroline Center is a
beautiful town. And I understand the needs
of the tower. But there are a lot of other
places, I believe that they could look, where
the population isn't so dense. Yet it might
not be dense to you because some of you
people life in Ithaca, I don't know. I don'f
know you people. Compared to Ithaca, it's
not dense up there. But there is at least 65
homes up there that are worried. You know,
not every one of them, some of them say yeah
they would rather have a cell phone, you
know. There is hard wires up there. People
communiéate, they have been for years.

So I believe it's better to do something
than to do nothing. So I am fighting for my
daughter and the people that are on that
list. And I don't know how much more I can
take of it, to be honest with you. And I
want to thank you all for your time. And I
do apologize for any insults that I have
given any one of you over the times that T

have spoke. It's a very emotional problem.
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I care for a lot of people, I love some of
them people on that list. I don't know you
people, so I can't go out on a limb and say
that. But if it was in your backyard, I
would have a little bit to say about it for
you, I try to go to bat for my neighbors.r
Love thyself and love they neighbor like
theyself, that's what I say. And I thank
you.

And here is a copy of the list of the
questions that we have in writing.

PETER NIELSEN: Thank you; Next is Lois
and Katherine Rich.

LOIS RICH: My name 1i1s Lois Rich and I
live on Taft Road. And I will agree with
everything Donny has said. We have tried
from the beginning to get answers, we have
not. We haven't had meetings, I don't want
it in my backyard. I am the one with the new
grandson, eight months old. I don't want him
living there. Because you can't guarantee me
he's not going to be sick in five years, or
10 years, or 20 years. And like Donny said

and our neighbors, why can't you put it some
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place else? We need the towers, we need the
communication, but Jjust don't put it in our
backyard. Thank you.

PETER NIELSEN: Does anyone else still
have the need to add comments to the record,
that was the three that had signed up? Okay.
Let me just remind everyone again that
written commenﬁs can still be submitted to
Joan Jurkowich at the planning department up
until November 18 at 5:00. And that will
then enter them into the record. If there is
no more comments, I will close this hearing.

It's now 5:37. Thank you.
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