TOMPKINS COUNTY
WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL

November 17, 2014
Meeting Minutes 

Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Sharon Anderson
	P
	Cooperative Extension

	John Andersson
	E
	At-Large

	James Balyszak
	P
	At-Large

	Fay Benson
	A
	Agriculture

	Chris Bordlemay
	P
	Water Purveyor

	Ed Bugliosi
	P
	USGS ex officio

	Liz Cameron
	E
	T C Environmental Health

	Sarah Dwyer
	P
	Business/Industry

	Bill George
	A
	Municipal

	Barry Goodrich
	P
	Watershed Organization

	Roxy Johnston
	E
	At-Large

	Joan Jurkowich
	E
	TC Planning

	Dan Karig
	P
	Recreation

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Darby Kiley
	P
	Municipal



	Name
	
	Representation

	Lynn Leopold
	P
	Municipal

	Jim McGarry
	P
	EMC Liaison

	Jon Negley
	P
	Soil & Water

	Frank Proto
	P
	At-Large

	Elaine Quaroni
	P
	At-Large

	Marjory Rinaldo-Lee
	P
	Environment

	Jose Lozano
	P
	Associate Member

	Scott Carpenter
	A
	Associate Member

	John Mawdsley
	A
	Associate Member

	Todd Miller
	A
	Associate Member

	Steve Penningroth
	A
	Associate Member

	Mary Shelley
	A
	Associate Member

	Tom Vawter
	A
	Associate Member

	Linda Wagenet
	P
	Associate Member

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	TC Planning



Guests: Mike Culotta, Conservation Advisory Committee

Chairman Frank Proto opened the meeting at approximately 4:22 PM.

Introduction – Frank Proto introduced Michael Culotta of the Conservation Advisory Committee. 

Agenda Review and Approval of Minutes – Land Petition Note Update was added under item 6 of the agenda. Moved by Jon Negley, seconded by Marjory Rinaldo-Lee, to approve the minutes from October 20, 2014. The minutes were approved with the following changes: line 173, changed from “indifferences to the fracking issue” to” WRC’s neutrality on the fracking issue”. Final WRC minutes are posted on the webpage: http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning under Advisory Boards.

Cornell University Addresses Stormwater – Chris Bordlemay introduced himself as Cornell University’s Water and Wastewater Manager. He went on to report on Cornell University’s stormwater utility.  To view the complete presentation please visit: http://www.tompkinscountyny.gov/files/planning/water-resources/Documents/Stormwater%20Fee%20Presentation-WRC-Nov2014-cb1.pptx

Hydrilla Update – James Balyszak reported on the end-of season public update and volunteer thank-you meeting at Tompkins County Public Library tomorrow at 7pm in the Borg Warner room. The full post season public update meeting will provide information on all the events, activities and developments that occurred this past season and will include presentations on water quality and plant community monitoring and sampling. Comments will be provided by Bill Foster of the Floating Classroom, the Tompkins County Health Department, and the Community Science Institute. Bob Johnson of Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists and Hilary Lambert of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network also made presentations. Bob Johnson presented information on the monitoring of the plant species and the status of Hydrilla. Hillary talked about hemlock woolly adelgid.  On Friday the Finger Lakes PRISM full partner meeting will take place at Hobart William Smith and will include members of the Aquatics, Steering, and Agricultural Committees’.  A presentation will be provided on the projects and developments in Tompkins County to include projects going on in the Finger Lakes PRISM region. An article was presented to Fred Blom, President of the New York Chapter Bass Nation Federation to be published in the Bass Nation 
publication in December. The article aims to provide awareness to the 10,000 plus New York members on projects and outreach. All treatments for the season were completed on October 8th. Water quality monitoring results from CSI for both Stewart Park Pond and the Allen Treman Marina were above 1 part per billion and will require ongoing monitoring until residual concentrations of Sonar are undetected and Herbicide warning signs can be removed; bi-weekly water sampling will continue until those requirements are met. Post-treatment monitoring conducted by Bob Johnson found no traces of Hydrilla in Stewart Park Pond or the Cayuga Inlet. The Cornell Boat House Bay was the only area that found weak fragments of Hydrilla. Water levels have dropped drastically in the Fall Creek area as heavy water fowl were noted. Tubers were found in the Fall Creek Cove, and the golf course lagoon and pond. It was noted that the North end of Cayuga Lake has not been monitored, though monitoring is hopeful in the future with the help of volunteers.   See the full report below. For more information visit: www.stophydrilla.org and www.tompkinscountyny.gov/health

Committee Reports – Nominating – Frank Proto reported that nominating Committee did not meet. Outreach for new members is ongoing. Their committee will meet next month to discuss a slate of officers. Recreation – Lynn Leopold reported that Sharon Anderson updated the formatting of the paddling brochure making it more user-friendly with added graphics. Printing of the brochure is planned for winter with distribution scheduled for spring of 2015. Streams – Dan Karig reported that the Streams Committee met and reviewed the Water Resources section of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan and provided feedback. Discussions centered on sending a letter to Barbara Lifton and City Attorney regarding the danger of flooding in Six Mile Creek. The Streams Committee will meet next week to discuss the draft letter that will be presented. A discussion on the proposed project in Inlet Creek led to a visit By Dan Karig, Roxy Johnston, Gian Dodici, Jon Negley, as well as staff of the Department of Environmental Conservation and Department of Transportation. The poor conditions of the creek were noted. Jon Negley commented that the purpose of the visit was to rectify the changes that have occurred to evaluate and compare the current survey with the previous survey conducted at Inlet Creek 10 years ago. Committee members suggested sending emails to Mike Thorne and Eduardo Torres regarding projects their committee is involved with.  Wetlands – Darby Kiley reported that that a portion of members met regarding the proposed definitions in the Clean Water Act. They determined that they would need scientific data or evidence in order to comment on behalf of the WRC. The Parks Foundation has approved funding of $25,000 for the wetlands mapping project for Tompkins County. The legislature will vote on the funding the project for $6,000 tomorrow. The projected timeline for the mapping is a little over a year.  Aquifers – Sharon Anderson reported on behalf of Todd Miller that the arsenic brochure was distributed and comments were received. The revised brochure will be printed in December to be distributed in January. Cayuga Lake Monitoring Partnership – James McGarry reported on the Technical Advisory Council (TAC) meeting for the Cayuga Lake phosphorous study. The focus of the meeting centered on a series of presentations and discussions of scientific papers to examine the science emerging in the phosphorous study.   He noted the commitment and interaction between the Department of Environmental Conservation, Upstate Freshwater Institute, and the Technical Advisory Members. The general consensus was noted as being consistent among the groups as well as local scientists that the vast majority of phosphorous is flowing in from the tributaries. The Department of Environmental Conservation has submitted the 303d for final approval by the Environmental Protection Agency. Jon Negley noted the work between the Soil and Water District and Todd Walter. Through the outreach to farmers, significant data has been compiled and will be included in the model. Members discussed sharing the information among committees and municipal bodies of the Finger Lakes. Education – Sharon Anderson reported on behalf of Elaine Quaroni that the Education Committee spent the last meeting going over the arsenic brochure and provided feedback to the Recreation Committee. Executive – Frank Proto reported that the Executive Committee did not meet. A reminder went out to members of the Water Resources Council that are interested in being on the Executive Committee to contact Joan Jurkowich. Grants – Jon Negley reported the Finger Lakes Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA) budget that the district gets every year has $57, 600 for 2015 will be reviewed to bring it back to the full board. Cornell Water Resources Institute grant period is open as well as the National Fish and Wildlife Service has a 5 star and urban waters restoration program for  available for wetlands, riparian, forest, and stormwater management practices. The deadline is February 3, 2015. The Environmental Protection Agency’s Star program has requests for applications until January 14th and is interested in supporting research that evaluates how measurable attributes of water quality improvements can be translated into human benefit and values. Governor Cuomo announced the Department Of Environmental Conservation water quality improvement awards in which the Soil and Water Conservation District received $157,203 for stream restoration on Enfield Creek. Frank Proto encouraged the Grants Committee to contact The Water Resources Council for letters of support on grants. 

Chair’s Report – Frank Proto encouraged members to re-apply for membership.

Land Petition Note Update – Jose Lozano reported on the project that Casella Organics is currently working on and has applied for a DEC permit involving a Biosolids Land Application pilot study. The details of the project are being handled by Casella and will be directed to their official contact person: Kellianne Driessen. Please see attached fact sheet

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:58 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved by Council on December 15, 2014





























WRC November 2014 Meeting
Hydrilla Task Force Updates
By James Balyszak

Treatments:
· Overall, treatment in the Cayuga Inlet was very successful. Fall Creek saw effective treatments in Stewart Park Pond and golf course lagoon, but less effective in Fall Creek cove. Evidence of regrowth in cove and sparse Hydrilla discovered along banks of Fall Creek. Post-treatment water quality monitoring will continue until ALL sampling sites show Sonar concentration <1.0ppb. Agreement was made with Don Nelson (DEC Reg. 7, permits) that herbicide signage may be taken down in areas adjacent to sample sites with <1.0ppb. Currently working on removing signage in these areas. Sampling must continue in Stewart Park Pond and Allan Treman marina into November*

Monitoring:
· Water quality monitoring/sampling continues at Stewart Park Pond an Allan Treman Marina. Water quality monitoring must continue until ALL sampling sites show Sonar concentration below 1.0ppb (as required by NYSDEC permits). Eve Rosekrans (City of Ithaca, Intern) has been taking the weekly water samples, with assistance from IAWWTF (Jose Lozano) and Program Manager. Samples sent to Community Science Institute for analysis. Results available on Tompkins Co. Health Dept. website. Per agreement with Don Nelson (NYSDEC Reg. 7, permits) the Task Force may begin removal of herbicide notification signage from areas directly adjacent to sampling sites with <1.0ppb results. Anticipate removing signage through end of October and into November. 
· Bob Johnson (Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists) and James Balyszak (Program Manager) met with Mark Heilman (SePRO) on 10/29/14 on site. Conducted post-treatment site assessments in Fall Creek, Cayuga Inlet (Cornell Boathouse Bay), and southeast corner of Cayuga Lake. Trace fragments observed in Fall Creek Cove. Conducted rake-toss sampling in Cornell Boat Bay, trace hydrilla fragments observed. 
· BOB JOHNSON: 
INLET: Post treatment monitoring in Cayuga Inlet is finished. Cornell boathouse bay only place where hydrilla fragments found (Small, weak plants). Fragments likely did not produce tubers, and fragments were likely from plants present during initial Aquathol-K treatment. Overall Cayuga Inlet looks very good. Bob and crew will check Fall Creek Cornell wetland area on 11/12/14. 
FALL CREEK: Water levels have dropped drastically. Fall Creek post-treat monitoring completed. No hydrilla observed post-treat in Stewart Park Pond. Heavy water fowl grazing observed throughout Fall Creek. Tubers are still present in Pond and golf course lagoon. Active plants growing in channel itself. High flow in Fall Creek continues to be a problem. CAYUGA LAKE: Cayuga Lake sampling continues on 50 x 50m grids. Still have SE corner hydrilla confirmed. Benthic mats installed in 2013 & 2014. Late season hydrilla growth has been observed, and the most robust growth has been observed at this time of year. Hydrilla showing up from runners, close to shore and in SE corner. It appears that the later we go into the season, the more hydrilla mass is observed. Last Friday (11/7) found few fragments; one hydrilla and one unknown. Will have to grow unknown pieces out to confirm identity. Confirmed hydrilla found just outside 25x25m grid area in SE corner. Hydrilla appears more green/grey compared to elodea’s bright green. Lake has dropped 1.5 foot in depth. Nothing found on west side of lake. 

Education/Outreach:
· End of season Hydrilla Task Force public meeting and volunteer thank you event planned for Tuesday November 18, 2014. To be held at Tompkins Co. Public Library from 6-8pm. The HTF Outreach Committee will organize and host the meeting. Presentations will be given by HTF members, including Bob Johnson (Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists, monitoring/sampling), Hilary Lambert (CLWN, education/outreach and other invasive species of concern), Bill Foster (Floating Classroom, education/outreach and other invasive species of concern), Tompkins Co. Health Dept. (water quality monitoring and results), and James Balyszak (HTF, 2014 treatments and progress).  
· Finger Lakes-PRISM: Full FL-PRISM partner meeting to be held following Finger Lakes Research Conference on November 21, 2014 at Hobart & William Smith. Presentation to be given on Cayuga Lake Watershed Hydrilla Project to PRISM partners at meeting (2:45pm-4:30pm). 
· CCE Invasive Species In-Service Training at Cornell University on November 18-20, 2014.  
· HTF Outreach Committee meeting held on October 14 at Wells College (Aurora, NY). Special meeting w/ Fred Blom (President, NY Chapter B.A.S.S. Nation Federation) to discuss Cayuga Lake Watershed Hydrilla Project, invasive species, AIS spread prevention, and community education/outreach. Provided Mr. Blom with extensive background on Project and hydrilla. Discussed concerns of HTF and BASS Nation. Determined opportunities for collaborative efforts. Will continue to coordinate between HTF, BASS Nation, and FL-PRISM moving forward*
· The NYSDEC Draft Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan now available for public comment through December 15, 2014. The draft plan includes more than 50 actions designed to address prevention, detection, and response to Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/99053.html
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Farmland Fertilization Using Biosolids Fact Sheet
The intent of a farmland fertilization program using biosolids is to keep valuable nutrients local. This is accomplished by municipally generating biosolids in an environmentally conscious program for the fertilization needs of local farmers.  The success of a program is the result of a collaborative effort between the wastewater treatment facility, the local farms and the biosolids management service provider.  

Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility (IAWWTF)-  The municipality operates the facility to service the needs of the community. The facility invests the time and money to treat wastewater solids to meet the strict requirements of land application standards to support biosolids reuse in agriculture. The responsible land application of biosolids completes a natural cycle in the environment and is the highest and best use for the biosolids produced. IAWWTF produces very stable, well-digested biosolids that are regularly tested by independent laboratories and meet all the Federal and State standards for this form of recycling.  The standards include pollutant, pathogen and vector attraction reduction (VAR) requirements.  IAWWTF maintains all testing frequencies established and required by State and Federal agencies and the analytical integrity of the IAWWTF biosolids is consistent with current quality standards (Class B) established for land application. 

To increase the diversity of the organic waste treated at the facility, the IAWWTF also manages a food scrap composting and recycling program. They have recently expanded the truck off loading area and storage tank capabilities as part of the digestion and natural gas production plan.  

Casella Organics (Casella)- Casella Organics provides collection, transportation, processing, permitting, nutrient planning, and distribution of organic resources and minerals— including biosolids, short paper fiber, ash, wood wastes, food wastes, and compost.  For over 30 years, Casella has helped clients build, manage, and maintain sustainable and effective residuals management solutions. The IAWWTF has contracted with Casella Organics to help manage the land application permits, process and program for biosolids recycling.

As a leader in residuals management, Casella earned recognition in 2009 from the National Biosolids Partnership (NBP) as the first privately operated biosolids management company in the country to be certified and admitted to the partnership’s Environmental Management System (EMS) program.  The NBP consists of members from the Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agency, the Water Environment Federation, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other stakeholders including the general public. An EMS is a continual cycle of planning, implementing, reviewing and improving environmental and health & safety processes to meet operational and environmental goals.  

New Hope View Farm- As part of a pilot program, the New Hope View Farm will utilize biosolids from the IAWWTF to meet cropping schedules and adhere to application rates based on nutrient management plans and inputs, weather limitations and other seasonal variables that impact a farm fertilization project using biosolids. Casella Organics has assessed the land application site prior to proceeding with the permit application submittal to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC).  The farm site and land application program have been reviewed and approved by the DEC.   The New Hope View Farm is in an agricultural region where soils are appropriate for agricultural production using biosolids, and will be growing a crop of corn silage for animal feed.  The New Hope View Farm will follow Best Management Practices as outlined by the DEC and the Department of Agriculture, and will execute the land application with conventional farm equipment as part of the normal operation of the farm.  


Casella Orgaincs		IAWWTF
636 Plank Rd.					 525 Third Street 
Clifton Park, NY 12065			Ithaca, NY 14850	
(518) 383-0137				(607) 273-8381
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