Comments from Development Focus Area Strategy meeting

June 14, 2010

On June 14, 2010 the Tompkins County Planning Department held a public meeting at the Tompkins County Public Library to discuss the concept of a Development Focus Area Strategy. Over forty people were in attendance. 

The following municipalities were represented: Town of Caroline; Village of Cayuga Heights; Town of Danby; Town of Groton; City of Ithaca; Town of Ithaca; Town of Newfield; and Town of Ulysses. 

The following community organizations were represented: Better Housing for Tompkins County; Cayuga Country Homes; Chamber of Commerce; Downtown Ithaca Alliance; Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and Cortland Counties; Ithaca and Tompkins County Convention and Visitors Bureau; and Tompkins County Area Development.

Several County departments and boards were also represented: County Department of Social Services; Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council; County Legislature; and the County Planning Advisory Board. 

After a brief presentation, individuals from the audience were given the opportunity to provide comments on the concept of a Development Focus Area Strategy. The discussion was focused on the future development in these areas.

Public Comments:

· What is the County Planning Department going to do to support this effort?

· County doesn’t have land use authority.

· Encourage the development of design principles.

· Recognize and plan for services that support low income households.

· Mobile home parks may be similar to hamlets. 

· Modular affordable housing stock is prevalent in Tompkins County and could provide a viable solution to address dense affordable housing. 

· Make projections such as energy use, emissions, 10-20 years out for sprawl development and nodal development. It would be helpful to put some numbers to the projections and would also aid in the local planning efforts.

· It is important to support the correlation between infrastructure and development. Once infrastructure has been established then bring in the services.

· Consider the possibility of a fifth node type – urbanized areas that need more care, those in the beginning stages of development.

· Additional infrastructure to think about would be broadband internet. It would be helpful to have a sense of where there is already high speed internet in Tompkins County.

· How will the County help coordinate the different municipalities’ desires? The County and local municipalities need to coordinate our efforts and work together.

· Walking and nodal development – this is a conversation about changing lifestyle habits.

· How do you reconcile the discrepancies between needing the larger retail and the smaller setting?

· What if Wegmans was brought into the conversation?

· As a builder, uncomfortable with the discussion of open space. 

· Be careful in this ongoing conversation because a certain amount of developable land needs to be available.

· Don’t float Tompkins County on a white space – include the surrounding counties. Some of our communities support surrounding counties.

· Connectivity and power is critical to new businesses that are using the internet to keep their business going.

· Likes the idea of traditional form of neighborhoods. Concerned about existing and expanding water and sewer services.

· We have to have more infill development.

· More than half the equation: what do we need to do to make development actually happen? Is the next step completing a feasibility analysis and design work? The county could really help the municipalities. What are the multiple steps that need to happen?

· Cross fertilize ideas. Share with municipalities what other municipalities are doing.

· Support for moving forward with a municipal email listserv.

· Consider putting these concepts in municipal plans to continue this effort.

· If we can have some measure of agreement between the municipalities it would move the effort along.

· Help ensure that these focus areas are complimentary to each other.

· Set up a blue print for this to happen for the municipalities and organizations that support this work.

· Bring this presentation to Tompkins County Council of Governments (TCCOG) along with all Planning Board and Municipal Board members.

· HUD/DOT Livable Community Planning Grant: Will the County apply for this?

· There is interest in restarting the County Planning Federation.

· Are there any grants available for hamlet planning design?

· Has thought been given regarding the possible impact of the new Census? Will the demographics change?

· Has the County talked with other communities about successful developments? Is there a way to increase the density and multi-family developments?

· Town of Ithaca Comprehensive Plan is interested in the three emerging nodes. Attended a workshop last year. May be good to have another workshop that focuses on design.

· Our communities need to relearn lessons of good urban design.

· Conflict between increased traffic on Rt. 96 and community design.

· If you want to have community you have to look at the impact of traffic.

· Likes the idea of more inclusive communities.

· The following areas should be brought into the conversation:

· Arts

· Recreation

· Educational institutions

· Cayuga Lake is a focus area for our community

· Tourism

· Land use laws – needs to be sophisticated interplay. Invite the community and provide public education.

· Developers

· Will this plan be brought to other groups?

· Has any thought gone into the funding piece to ensure these services are available?

· At what point will you be discussing agriculture?

· People tend to warm up to an idea when you provide a visual for what you’re going to talk about.

· We have examples here such as Brookton’s Market and Dryden Café.

· Think about what we have in this County and model it in other places across the County.

· Gentrification of the County. Look to be more innovation regarding the delivery of services.

· Take into consideration the diversity of the population that’s living here.

· Where’s the gas drilling going to happen?

· How can hamlets that are really motivated to do something be involved in the conversation even if infrastructure is down the road?

· Nothing for hamlets to encourage nodal development.

· Environmentally sustainable – “group” water/sewer systems. Community septic systems and community water systems.

· County could pre-approve certain community infrastructure systems.

· Provide incentives if development meets a certain criteria.

· Promote the Housing Fund more. Use those criteria to guide future development.

· Day care should be integrated into the nodal system.

· East Hill node is very vague – meaning Town or City? Very broad. Now being called East Hill Village (instead of East Hill Plaza) by Cornell.

· City density policy could be modeled in the Villages. This would be available through the IDA.

· Have to be working at discouraging development where you don’t want it.

· Use economic development incentives appropriately so that they can make the biggest impact for a project.

· Struggle to think about us being urbanized. What do we mean by urbanized? Needs more definition.

· Needs more thought on scale in different environments. Benefits and conceptualize those achievements. What happens once we reach those goals?

· Phasing is another part of this. Timing on how these nodes are developed.

· Bring examples of development tools to Planning Boards.

· Cornell East Hill Village showed it in a timescale.

· Use local examples in a website that express these planning ideas.

· Some municipalities have professional staff and would they be willing to share their ideas.

· Will be getting a lot of feedback from the Town of Ithaca communities through the Comprehensive Planning process.

· How can we encourage areas to develop in the best possible way?
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