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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, September 24, 2014
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	P
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	P
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	A
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	E
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	E
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	E
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	A
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	P
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	A
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	P
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	A
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Planning Administrator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Also in Attendance: 

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05AM.

Approval of Minutes from June 25, and July 23, 2014 –   Dick Coogan made the motion to approve the minutes from June 25, 2014 and July 23, 2014 seconded by Andy Zepp with the exceptions of the minutes from June 25, 2014,  line 54, to remove “determine”, and replace with “consider”.  Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Requests for Funding for Capital Reserve Fund for Natural, Scenic and Recreational Resource Protection – Ed Marx opened the discussion with two requests on behalf of the Finger Lakes Land Trust for the Lindsey Parsons property in Danby and the Roy H. Park Nature Preserve in the Town of Dryden. He noted the balance of the Capital Reserve account to be approximately $26,000. The approval of both properties would leave the Capital Reserve balance at $6,000. Andy Zepp introduced both projects as being long term priorities of the Finger Lakes Land Trust. Both of the proposed sites are within the proposed Emerald Necklace Green Belt which are priority projects within the State’s Open Space Plan. The Danby project will be presented to the Danby Town Board on October 13th. The proposed Dryden property will need to go through the Zoning Board of Appeals before the Town Board in order to get the variance required for the proposed subdivision. 

The Lindsay Parsons Property is a mix of uplands and wetlands. The protection of the land would protect wetlands within the watershed of the Cayuga Inlet and provide expanded recreation opportunities and enhanced management opportunities. The proposed addition to the Roy Park Preserve located on Irish Settlement Road in the Town of Dryden is a very popular natural area that includes a gorge and extensive wetlands. Last year, a handicap accessible boardwalk and trail was built which links Irish Settlement Road to the parking area at Hammond Hill Road.  State permission is being sought to extend the trail 1 mile to the west to Yellow Barn Road There are no new proposed projects at this time. Gay Nicholson made the motion to move both the parcels for funding, seconded by Fernando DeAragon. The motion was approved by all voting members with the exception of an abstention by Andy Zepp. 

Discussion on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan - Ed Marx opened the discussion on the proposed update for the Comprehensive Plan. He noted the main objective is to have Planning Advisory Board member’s approval of the draft plan to be posted on October 1st to the public for a 30 day comment period. Public Outreach meetings and efforts will take place in October; two meetings will be held in the City of Ithaca and four meetings spread around the county. 

Ed also noted he wanted the PAB’s input on (1) measures of progress and whether those measures should be included in the plan or not and (2) the revisions to the policies as suggested by the Planning Energy and Environmental Quality. Alternative measures were provided for the Planning Advisory Board’s consideration. Members discussed reviewing the plan and providing feedback during the public comment period. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Members questioned the self-sustainability of the Tompkins County Regional Airport as of 2015. Suggestions to re-visit the Air Transportation section of the plan were made in order to provide clarification. Discussions centered on the added policy under the Economy that states “Ensure the benefits and costs of economic development incentives and assistance are distributed openly and transparently”. The revised policy was suggested as “Ensure the benefits and costs of economic development incentives and assistance are distributed equitably through an open and transparent process.” A suggested change to #2 under Development patterns in the revised policies was suggested as “Encourage municipalities to protect rural character”. Policies, regulations and public infrastructures were noted as a possible addition to #4 under Development Patterns.  Free and open public access was noted as a possible addition to the Water Resources section of revised policies.    

Comprehensive Plan Measures were discussed amongst Planning Advisory Board members. For the Economic Prosperity section 1A, Martha Armstrong said she could provide statistics of average wage by occupation. Discussions centered on the possibility of including conversions of all land use in section 6 of the plan measures. Comprehensive Plan Measures will be included on the agenda for the meeting on October 22, 2014.
 
Update on Budget Request – Ed Marx reported on the budget request that included four over target requests. The three recommendations for funding were to keep Tompkins County Planning Staff at current levels and hours, funding to continue the Stream Corridor Program at 1 year funding (permanent funding was requested), $20,000 to leverage other sources in the community to make progress on energy goals related to the  Energy Strategy. The $25,000 requested for the update to the Housing Assessment and Strategy was not recommended by the County Administrator.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported that the developers withdrew their proposal for the Cayuga Trails Project on the Biggs site due to the discovery of additional wetlands. The developers are interested in finding an alternative site for development. The EPA grant will be completed next month to include a report that the site did not work. The Old Library Committee will meet next week to talk about the Request for Proposals.   

Announcements – Rob Stueteville made the announcement that Better Cities and Towns are one of the first non-profit businesses to have completed the contract for the Cleaner Greener Grant. This project was for the form based code project for the Town and City of Ithaca. The code will focus on long term greenhouse gas reduction, economic development and continuing to coordinate planning in the City and Town to include setting up the regulations that would allow new development focus areas and open space preservation. A public meeting at the Tompkins County Public Library is scheduled for the end of October. Members are encouraged to attend a meeting on December 11th and 12th that will focus on setting preliminary boundaries for the sector plans that tie into the development focus areas of the City and Town of Ithaca. More information will be provided at the next Planning Advisory Board meeting on October 22. Fernando DeAragon announced that there will be a public meeting focused on the federal grants for Safe Routes to School that will take place at GIAC on September 30th at 4:00 pm. On October 1st there will be a public meeting on the update of the Long Range Plan of the Ithaca-Tompkins County Transportation Council that will take place at the Tompkins County Public Library. Mina Amundsen announced the new bike lanes on Tower Road. Todd Bittner announced the re-opening of the Cascadilla Creek Trail. He noted the tours that are taking place that provide the history of the trail. 


Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:28 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on , 2014


