 7/23/14
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, July 23, 2014
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	P
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	E
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	A
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	P
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	P
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	P
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	A
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	A
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	A
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	E
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	A
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Associate Member

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Planning Administrator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05AM.

Approval of Minutes from June 25, 2014 – The approval of meeting minutes from the meeting on June 25, 2014 will be placed on the agenda of September 24, 2014. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.  

Update and Discussion on the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan – Ed Marx reported on the public meeting comments on the Comprehensive Plan that were collected at public meetings held in various locations in Tompkins County. The drafted sections of the plan will refer to the comments and feedback provided by the public. Katie Borgella mentioned the great participation and input. Joan Jurkowich noted the shorter presentation per topic and paper comments that were effective strategies for engaging meeting attendees. Although comments varied per meeting location, there were no indications of missed topics in the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan. Presentation and discussion also took place at both the Tompkins County Area Development and Chamber of Commerce Board. Significant and interesting comments were made as TCAD suggested stronger statements on the need of economic development and attracting business. Plans to incorporate those comments and at what level will be considered. Some of the comments were instructive, but the level of detail may not easily be integrated into the plan. Ed Marx encouraged Planning Advisory Board members to provide feedback. Martha Armstrong suggested a preliminary sort to organize common ideas together. 

Ed Marx noted the possible confusion with the list of actions in both the Comprehensive Plan and Strategies. Making Strategies the implementation document and the Comprehensive Plan a policy document was a suggested change that is being considered to eliminate the confusion of having actions in the Comprehensive Plan as well as Strategies. Another option mentioned was to capture some of the key elements in a separate action plan document. Including measures of success or ways of tracking areas of change in the future was noted as another idea for implementation. This would involve a limited number of indicators that would be indicative to the progress of the community on a host of issues. The feedback from Planning Advisory Board members would range from alternatives to measures or missing measures. Members questioned whether the conservation indicators are misleading; protecting acreage may create a false sense for protecting land that is not threatened. A suggestion to change the theme to focus on reducing road frontage development was discussed. Members considered measuring those areas by municipality.  The Natural Features Focus Areas and Agricultural Features Focus areas were noted as possible links to measure road frontage per municipality. Indicators in the Comprehensive Plan could focus on long term community goals rather than exact measures. Discussions centered on adding the responsible agency or partner to the action item included in the plan in order to differentiate the County’s responsibility. 

The public comments will be sorted by topic and redistributed to Planning Advisory Board members with an established deadline for their submitted comments. The Planning Advisory Board members will review the draft plan in September in order to have the plan finalized and ready for public review in early October. Changes with principles and policies within the draft plan and the final plan made based on public comment will be identified for the public’s review. The recommended final plan will go through the Legislature hearing and approval process. The Legislation adoption of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan is scheduled for the end of the year.

Report on Budget Request – Ed Marx reported on the Tompkins County Planning Department’s submitted budget. There is a 1% decrease implemented for the year in order for Tompkins County to meet the tax cap. Over target requests are anything above the 1% decrease. The over target requests included additional funds to keep all staff at current hours, funding for continuation of the Stream Corridor Program, funding to update the Housing Needs Assessment and Strategy, and funding for Energy Initiatives. There are a limited amount of rollover funds that will be used for office equipment.    

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported the Department of Transportation Feasibility Study is underway as consultant interviews take place today.  The Legislature has taken action on the Biggs Property by rescinding its prior resolutions that were the subject of a court case that is still pending. The most recent resolution passed will authorize the developers to submit an application to the Town of Ithaca. Tompkins County  will be involved agency in the town SEQR review process.  Ithaca Neighborhood Housing has withdrawn its submittal for the Old Library Request for Expressions of Interest. The Old Library Committee has scheduled a public meeting on August 12th in order to get public comment and feedback on the priorities of the proposals. The Old Library Committee expects to submit their recommendation in early September.  The Energy Roadmap Project is underway and will be going on until the end of the year.  Tompkins County has been working with the City and Town of Ithaca regarding issues with West Hill. The two significant ideas that were identified in the Route 96 Corridor study were better synchronization of the traffic signals in the area and incorporation of a Park and Ride. A third potential long term idea was to add another bridge on Court Street across the inlet. This would separate traffic from routes 89 and 96. Inlet Island has since been re-zoned for higher density residential from the previous zoning for no development. This puts the possibility for the traffic improvement at risk; a developer has since submitted a proposal for the property. A response from the City of Ithaca is pending on the expressed concerns of the long term issues of building up Inlet Island with no solution to the traffic problems.

Announcements - Ed Marx announced the following changes to the roles of staff in the Tompkins County Planning Department as Joan Jurkowich is now the Planning Administrator and Katie Borgella has taken the title of Deputy Commissioner.    

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
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