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Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	E
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	P
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	P
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	A
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	E
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	E
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	P
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	E
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	A
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	E
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	A
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	E
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	P
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	P
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Katie Borgella
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Planning Administrator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Also in Attendance: 

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:06AM.

Approval of Minutes from September 24, 2014 – Meeting minutes from September 24, 2014 will be approved at the Planning Advisory Board meeting on December 3, 2014.  Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

NYS Draft Open Space Plan – Katie Borgella provided members with handouts on the New York State Draft Open Space Plan. See attached.

Discussion on Plan Measures of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan – Ed Marx opened the discussion with the proposed criteria of prospective Plan Measures of the Tompkins County Planning Department. The proposed measures would be an aspirational goal for the community and easy for the public to understand. These measures would be moveable through local action, based on data that does not have a large margin for error, and based on data that is updated regularly. A substitute to the previous approach will need to reflect accuracy in in the progress of the measures. 

Members discussed the possibility of combining riparian, agriculture and natural feature focus areas to be included as 1 measure. The proposed timeframe in #8 of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Measures that proposes community greenhouse gas emissions of 80% by 2050 was questioned. Measurement of goals in relation to the timeframe of the Comprehensive Plan was noted as a more relevant way to base projections. Tangible targets within the measures were noted as a way to track progress. Setting a target or overall goal for the reduction of energy emissions with an outline of steps to the projected outcome was discussed as an essential target within the measures.  Members discussed the importance of keeping fossil fuels in the ground and suggested that the policy goals within the plan measures did not emphasize that issue and noted it to be a priority at both the Planning, Energy and Environmental Quality and Legislature meetings.  The State Energy Plan proposed energy reduction of 50% by 2030. The interim targets or goals were discussed as needing to link the steps to be taken to successfully meet the projected outcome. Meaningful actions in a closer timeframe in the next 20 years as opposed to the next 50 years will be crucial to implementation of the goal. The Energy Roadmap was discussed as having realistic goals to reach the energy goals for 2020. The Public Service Commission was noted as preparing for significant energy changes that will depend solely on customer participation. 

Discussions centered on isolating the energy issue and the many factors that can directly affect the measurement for growth.  Living wage jobs and the businesses that depend on energy sources and the possibility of population growth are among the many mentioned possibilities that can directly affect the direction a proposed path can be impacted.   The Cleaner Greener regional plans were noted as having measurements in place but lacking a plan of action. Advocacy to retrieve information from New York State on county energy use state-wide was mentioned as a possible route in order to accurately assess the measures involving energy. Plans policies were discussed as being recognized as a whole, presented in both per-capita and gross in order to show progress. The potential of conflict within the plans policies was discussed as plan measures could contradict one another. A statement to address the possibility of conflict with 1 or more measures will be included in the plan. 

 Individual comprehensive plan measures were discussed to determine the availability of accurate information. Members agreed that the Economic Prosperity Measure (#1a – percent of jobs that pay a living wage), will include the percentage of all occupations that pay at or above living wage and that can be accurately recorded by median wage paid per occupation using estimates of the data available. About 16-17% accounted for the number of overall occupations that pay a minimum wage and were discussed as those of food service, retail, personal care, and hotel employees. Members agreed that the workers in those industries will unlikely be paid a living wage unless the New York State minimum wage is increased. Focusing economic development efforts to be successful and increasing the number of jobs in sectors that pay a living wage was mentioned as a possible plan action.  Economic Prosperity measure (#1b – percent of all jobs supported by public funds), was noted as a measure that has the potential to be changed by public action but will need to be more precisely defined. Comprehensive plan measure (#2a – Improve job diversity, by industry, over time), was noted as a measure to be included and that can be easily measured. 1 or 2 of the following Comprehensive Plan Measures will be included: (#3a – more available housing, #4a – more affordable housing, and #5a - housing supply is expanded). “More available housing”, will be revised to include types of housing. The housing needs assessment update may provide a better idea about which measure can be easily tracked and be more useful in tracking progress. Building permits and certificates of occupancy were noted resources of measuring the housing component of the plan measures. Student housing occupancy needs was noted as an added challenge in calculating accurate totals. These potential housing measures will be determined after the needs assessment study is completed. Comprehensive plan measure (# 6 Important Natural Resource Areas Support Only Limited Development), was discussed as needing a target to work with. The idea for the measure is to accommodate a level of residential and commercial development that is compatible with agricultural use. This measure will potentially avoid dramatic impact to resource use in order to preserve Natural Features Focus Areas without creating conflicts or impairing the ability for farmers to operate. Discussions centered on the struggle to identify localized and regional levels of impact across a broad landscape. The 3 broad categories of land in the Comprehensive Plan include the development focus areas, which encourages development, the natural and agricultural feature focus areas, which primarily does not promote development, and a third area of land that is the largest within Tompkins County and has not been identified as a development focus area or a natural or agricultural feature focus area. Focusing on land use in 4 categories was suggested in order to separate the Natural Feature Focus Areas and Agricultural Focus Areas into 2 categories of land. Identifying highly valuable or agricultural land based on both soils and agricultural activity and Natural Features Focus Areas based on already conserved land and wildlife areas of Unique Natural Areas are key elements within the measure. The goal for the land that is not included in the focus areas would focus on development where land has not been determined to have highly valuable or sensitive resources.  Land use controls and zoning by municipalities were mentioned as key components in the success of this measure. The percent of land frontage in Natural Feature Focus Areas was questioned and corrected as the “percent of currently developed road frontage”. It was noted that by using both land use and regulatory zoning, water riparian corridor could be integrated. The difficulty with assessing zoning was mentioned as half of the municipalities in the NFFA’s (Caroline, Newfield, and Enfield) currently have no zoning. The 2 types of tools used to determine the level of land protection is regulation and conservation by easement or acquisition. The City of Ithaca’s sustainability assessment of their zoning ordinance was mentioned as another option that could be pursued by Tompkins County. An evaluation by municipality was mentioned as an effective strategy in determining where activity is happening. Combined framework will take place for Comprehensive Plan #’s 6, 10, and 11. 

NYS Draft Open Space Plan – Katie Borgella encouraged Planning Advisory Board members to read the memo on the New York State Open Space Plan. A public hearing will take place in Syracuse on October 23rd. Ed Marx suggested members comment on the implementation of the plan. Members noted that if hydro-fracking was allowed it would render the Open Space Plan ineffective.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported on the meeting he and Katie Borgella attended with Jerry Goodenough regarding the use of biomass at the Cayuga Power Plant. The limit of technology was discussed as having a capacity of 10% biomass in 1 boiler.  An energy park was discussed as a future vision of the facility. The Department of Environmental Conservation’s Climate Smart Communities webinar will focus on micro-grids and distributed energy. Major transformations to parts of the grid in areas that are vulnerable to disruption and power outages where critical facilities exist. Distributed energy generation, facilities like hospitals and emergency response facilities would have the ability to keep running while the general grid is out.  The solar PV project on land owned by Tompkins County at the Ithaca Area Regional Airport has been approved by New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA). Tompkins County will lease the land to a private company to build the PV system and sell electricity to the City of Ithaca.  The Old Library Committee will meet on November 7th to consider the content of the final Request for Proposal. A meeting regarding the institution of a commercial property assessed clean energy program that would be make any commercial buildings eligible to have energy efficiency or renewable energy work done and have the cost incorporated into their tax bill as opposed to taking out a commercial loan. The Legislature has added funding for the Housing Needs Assessment to their tentative budget as well as updates on the wetland mapping delineation that will be produced for the entire county next year.





E Edward C. Marx, AICP	Telephone (607) 274-5560
   Commissioner of Planning	Fax (607) 274-5578


TO:	Planning Advisory Board
From:	Katie Borgella, Deputy Commissioner of Planning
Date:	October 17, 2014
Re:	Report on Draft NYS 2014 Open Space Conservation Plan


Action Requested – None. Information only.

Background
New York’s formal Open Space Conservation program began in 1990, with the first Plan issued in 1992 and the most recent update to the Plan in 2009.  The Draft 2014 Plan is open for public review through December 17, 2014. The Central NY Region 7 Open Space Advisory Committee, which advises the State on this document, consists of one representative from each County in the region and 5 appointments each by DEC and State Parks (OPRHP). I serve as the representative for Tompkins County.

Open Space Conservation Projects located in Tompkins County included in the Draft 2014 Plan
State Parks Greenbelt/Tompkins County – This project includes a greenbelt linking the four state parks in Tompkins County connected by the Black Diamond Trail Corridor, as well as in-holdings and large parcels adjacent to the state parks to protect valuable open space recreational resources.

Emerald Necklace – This project consists of an arc of forested hills and valleys stretching from east to west to the south of Ithaca in Tioga, Tompkins and Schuyler counties. The goal is to consolidate existing state holdings while also ensuring linkages among these sites to create a world-class ecological, recreational and educational resource.

Finger Lakes Shorelines and Riparian Zones – The project includes natural shorelines for either public access or wildlife protection along the Finger Lakes. Thirteen specific potential projects are identified in the plan, including in Tompkins County developing a Finger Lakes Water Trails network of strategically spaced open shoreline parcels to support low-intensity and passive recreational uses; the Camp Barton Boy Scout camp with extensive frontage on Cayuga Lake; and the 500 acre NYSEG-owned tract with 3,000 feet of undeveloped frontage on Cayuga Lake.

Summerhill Fen and Forest Complex – This project includes biologically and recreationally significant upland forests, wetlands and adjacent upland buffers along Fall Creek, primarily near Summerhill State Forest, but including lands in Tompkins County along Fall Creek.

Contact
Katie Borgella at 607-274-5560 or kborgella@tompkins-co.org.









Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:30 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on December 3, 2014


