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01/28/15
PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, January 28, 2015
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

Members Attending:

Name Representation Name Representation

Kris Altucher E |Education Gay Nicholson E |At-Large

Mina Amundsen P |At-Large Monika Roth P |Agriculture

Martha Armstrong P |[Economic Development Kathy Schlather P |Human Services

Todd Bittner P |Natural Environment John Spence A |Housing

Carol Chock P |Planning Committee Rob Steuteville A |Built Environment Design

Dick Coogan P |Local Planning (non-urban) Andy Zepp P |Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

Sue Cosentini P |Business Dooley Kiefer P |Associate Member

Fernando de Aragén | E [Transportation

John Gutenberger P |Education Others Present

Dave Herrick E |Facilities/Infrastructure Ed Marx P |Commissioner of Planning

David Kay E |Local Planning (urban) Katie Borgella P |Deputy Commissioner
Joan Jurkowich P |Planning Administrator
Jennifer Turner P |Administrative Assistant

Also in Attendance: None.

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda — Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately
9:07AM.

Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan Update — Ed Marx reported that the Tompkins County Draft
Comprehensive Plan went out for public review. A copy, with track changes of updates that were made in
October, is available on the Tompkins County website. A public hearing is scheduled for February 17"
before the Legislature meeting at 5:30 p.m.; members are encouraged to attend and provide comments. A
brief presentation to the Legislature will take place on February 5™ Notifications have been distributed to
municipalities and adjoining counties with a 30 day comment period as required by state law. He went on to
note that the Legislature will make the final decision regarding any comments that are submitted. Handouts
with the recommended actions included from the December meeting were distributed to members of
Planning Advisory Board. The Actions section of the Comprehensive Plan was discussed and clarified that
they are actions to be at least initiated in the next 2 years.

Draft 2015-16 Work Program Discussion — Ed Marx drew members’ attention to the draft Work Program
distributed with the PAB agenda. He reviewed each activity in the draft document and reported that the
Tompkins County Work Program is intended to cover 2015 and 2016, and will likely be updated next year.
He went on to report that the actions in the Comprehensive Plan are included. Members of the Planning
Advisory Board were encouraged to express what they feel are priority or focus initiatives within the Work
Program.

Discussion on the activities in the Work Program included:

1. The Wayfinding plan signage was discussed as having a pedestrian and vehicular aspect. Members
of the PAB discussed the possibility of connecting Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit with the
Wayfinding plan in order to cut back on a potential increase in traffic.

2. The IDA energy incentives were mentioned as a way to support business development while
accessing potential efficiency for renewable energy use options as part of their growth. The Energy
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Fund received $20,000 from the Legislature to be used for initiatives that help to reach the county’s
energy goals; a portion of those funds will likely be used to assist local businesses considering
expansions or residential development to consider renewable energy or efficiency options at project
implementation.

A meeting with local officials will take place in February to discuss the Energize New York Finance
PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) program.

The Housing Fund was mentioned as intending to have at least 1 funding round this year with
remaining funds, and that discussions are ongoing to determine the scope moving forward. Transit
enhancements will include better options for people in suburban and rural areas to have safer access
to public transit and will focus on adding additional Park and Ride locations.

The intention is to share information about development in the natural, agricultural, and development
focus areas with municipalities on a regular basis in order to make them aware of the amount of
development occurring in designated focus areas.

It will be important to develop evaluation criteria for applications to utilize the capital reserve fund
in order to have a standard measurement for comparison amongst multiple applications. It was stated
that threshold criteria are currently used, but was mentioned as needing refinement.

The Integrated Green Infrastructure Program is an initiative planned for 2016 that will focus on
aquifer, stream corridor and wetlands work that will be looked at as a system of green infrastructure
that supports community benefits. This system will focus on the investment in green built and natural
infrastructure in order to avoid and manage problems. Guidelines and connectivity with the different
types and strategies were discussed as needing integration with built infrastructure. The natural
infrastructure was noted as being a priority of the county while built infrastructure will be a priority
by municipality.

The Energy Roadmap and the quantification of renewable resources will be brought to the public for
discussion in late spring or early summer. A greenhouse gas emissions inventory is planned for this
year. The energy roadmap and emissions inventory will work hand and hand with interested
municipalities in 2016 on how to make land use codes more inviting for renewable energy systems.
Reheat Tompkins is the latest proposal from Solar Tompkins to the Parks Foundation for funding to
be used to look at air and ground source heat pump technology for group purchasing and education
to make it easily understandable; a decision on funding is expected in March. Solar Tompkins had
401 contracts signed for over 3 megawatts of solar electricity in 2014.

The Ithaca 2030 District is inviting Tompkins County to join the district, which just received funding
from NYSERDA under the Cleaner Greener Communities grant program. The Ludlowville Flood
Mitigation Phase 1 focused on stormwater control issues in Hamlet and is near completion; phase 2
is dependent on federal grant funds.

Healthy Communities was noted as a new addition included in the Comprehensive Plan that focuses
on the development of a strategy in close collaboration with other community organizations.

Priority trail development, including the Cayuga Waterfront Trail and Black Diamond Trail, were
identified as key priorities. Potential infill and development sites will be identified and development
will be encouraged in the development focus areas.

The completion and adoption of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan is in process and will
have ongoing review. Once the plan has been adopted the measures and indicators for success and
implementation will be analyzed further. It was noted that it may be a good idea to reconvene the
Cleaner Greener Southern Tier regional consortium to identify new projects in the region to consider
for grant applications.

The county will consider the possibilities for development of the Biggs property this year.

The Old Library requests for proposals are due in March and the PAB will be asked to help the
Legislature decide on the process.

The intent is to integrate the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan’s principles and policies with
the GML 239 review process.

Discussion — Reforestation efforts related to deer damage was discussed. Enhanced municipal deer
management has been discussed with TCCOG and has advanced slowly within certain municipalities, but not
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yet county-wide. Both fragmentation of ownership and land subject to hunting bans were mentioned as
potential issues.

Approval of Minutes from December 3, 2014 — Andy Zepp made the motion to approve the minutes from
December 3, 2014 seconded by Dick Coogan with friendly amendments. December meeting minutes were
approved by unanimous vote. Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website:
www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Commissioner’s Report — Ed Marx reported that Tompkins County Area Development, Cornell University
the City of Ithaca, and Tompkins County have been focusing on the regional competition for the Upstate
Revitalization Competition that Governor Cuomo announced; the criteria for the competition will be
announced in April. Next Tuesday the New York State Association of Counties will host a panel on County
Planning. Ed Marx reported that he will be on the panel to discuss the Energy Roadmap. He went on to
report on discussions about the airport terminal renovations, and the focus on security and energy efficiency.
Members of the PAB who previously volunteered to assist with the Agriculture and Farmland Protection
Plan were informed that Monika Roth will be contacting them in the near future.

Announcements — Kathy Schlather announced that a homeless count will start January 29" at sunset. She
encouraged members to inform her of any homeless people they are aware of in the community and noted the
future plans to look at possibilities for homeless housing. She went on to report that funding was received for
the Medicaid redesign that will allow each county to hire a health planner in the next year. Dooley Kiefer
noted her concerns with the New York State Association of Counties’ plan to allow the use of Rugged
Terrain Vehicles on trails and asked members to follow up with information on the subject.

Adjournment — The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:25 AM.
Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on, 2015
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