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PLANNING ADVISORY BOARD
Wednesday, May 28, 2014
SCOTT HEYMAN CONFERENCE ROOM
125 East Court Street

MEETING MINUTES
Members Attending:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Kris Altucher
	P
	Education

	Mina Amundsen
	P
	At-Large

	Martha Armstrong
	P
	Economic Development

	Todd Bittner
	E
	Natural Environment

	Carol Chock
	E
	Planning Committee

	Dick Coogan
	P
	Local Planning (non-urban)

	Sue Cosentini
	E
	Business

	Fernando de Aragón
	P
	Transportation

	John Gutenberger
	E
	Education

	Dave Herrick
	E
	Facilities/Infrastructure

	David Kay
	A
	Local Planning (urban)



	Name
	
	Representation

	Gay Nicholson
	P
	At-Large

	Monika Roth
	A
	Agriculture

	Kathy Schlather
	P
	Human Services

	John Spence
	A
	Housing

	Rob Steuteville
	P
	Built Environment Design

	Andy Zepp
	A
	Land Pres/Public Land Mgmt

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	
	
	

	Others Present
	
	

	Ed Marx
	P
	Commissioner of Planning

	Joan Jurkowich
	P
	Deputy Commissioner

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Also in Attendance: Will Burbank, Megan McDonald, Sharon Heller, and Katie Borgella

Call to Order & Changes to the Agenda – Martha Armstrong called the meeting to order at approximately 9:05AM.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Comprehensive Plan Update – Ed Marx opened the discussion on the proposed update for the Comprehensive Plan by emphasizing the main focuses of the meeting. In order to finalize the principles and policies for the June meeting, input from members of the Planning Advisory Board will be taken. The principle “Efficient use of Public Funds” was discussed and a clearer description was requested. Rob Steuteville mentioned the State of Michigan’s program Place Based Development which ties together the economic development, transportation and housing with investments statewide. He noted that the Comprehensive Plan’s draft principles and policies are all connected. A vision statement or theme was suggested as a reasonable way to tie all the principles together. Mina Amundsen suggested that watersheds be included in the water resources section of the plan. There was a discussion on the need to address energy infrastructure. The Development Patterns section will be broadened to include this. Dooley Kiefer asked about the term energy systems in the Energy Policy. Ed Marx noted the county had not addressed energy systems in the past and hopes the plan will encourage more participation. Katie Borgella stated we need to address energy efficiency and not just grid issues. Members were asked to share any terms in the Comprehensive Plan that are unclear. The term “living wage” was discussed and members supported the idea that the plan should specifically reference use the AFCU living wage. Discussions centered on whether the principle “Discourage land uses that that threatens community health or safety” is worded effectively enough to get the concept across. Gay Nicholson voiced concern over Town land use controls and the long term costs to the taxpayers.  Policy #1 under Housing was discussed and members suggested including affordable housing costs by saying at different income levels or different ranges of income.        

Approval of Minutes from April 23, 2014 –   Dick Coogan made the motion to approve the minutes from March 26, 2014 and April 23, 2014 seconded by Gay Nicholson with the exceptions of the minutes from April 23, 2014,  line 21, to include “Meeting went into Executive Session due to county negotiations regarding the old library site” and removing “on the high level of policies and what they want to focus on” to replace with “to focus on at the policy level regarding what needs they would like to prioritize at the old library site.” On line 29 “Ed Marx will send out a revised Request for Expressions of Interest memo” was added.  “A matrix of comparable data was sent to all Planning Advisory Board Committee members” was added to line 30.  Final minutes will be available on the Planning Department website: www.tompkins-co.org/planning/ under advisory boards.

Commissioner’s Report – Ed Marx reported that the Climate Showcase Committee’s Project held a presentation at the Neighborhoods USA Conference in Eugene, Oregon. A contest for another site to work with outside of Tompkins County was conducted and an inner city neighborhood in Troy, New York was selected. The strategy will involve several different vacant properties and the conceptual plan for revitalization of the neighborhood that is consistent with the principles of the Climate Showcase Communities Project.  Max Zhang in the Engineering Department at Cornell University has been selected as the consultant for the development of the Energy Roadmap Project. Several teams and community outreach will be guiding the process with the goal of selecting the best energy alternative to move forward with in the future. 
  
Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:35 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Minutes adopted by PAB on June 25, 2014


