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Tompkins County Legislature 
January 15, 2008 

 
 
Call to Order 
 
 Mr. Koplinka-Loehr called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Roll Call of Members  
 
 Members and guests participated in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
  
 Present:  15 Legislators. 
 
Privilege of the Floor by the Public 
 
 No member of the public wished to speak. 
 
Presentation of Distinguished Youth Award 
 
 Mr. Koplinka-Loehr presented the Distinguished Youth Award to members of the GIAC (Greater 
Ithaca Activities Center) Teen Theatre Program.  The youth program was recognized for their 
monologues on individuals who have inspired them and performing those monologues publicly at GIAC, 
Ithaca College, and the Kitchen Theater.   
 
Report from Municipal Official(s) 
 
 Karen Billings, Town of Ithaca Clerk, distributed the Town of Ithaca brochure.  She said the 
Town hopes to have a Board member attend a Legislature once a month to report on Town activities.  She 
also said the Town of Ithaca has approximately 700 units of proposed housing in the town; because of the 
substantial number of housing units being planned it will have an impact on the County’s infrastructure.  
The Town wants to partner with the County and other municipalities to do whatever it can to bring in the 
types of housing that can cut across all economic levels.  
  

Maria Coles, City of Ithaca Common Council member, spoke following Privilege of the Floor by 
Legislators.  
 
Privilege of the Floor by Legislators 
 
 Mr. Dennis, District No. 15 Legislator, applauded the Wegmans Corporation for the 
discontinuation of tobacco sales.  
 
 Ms. Robertson, District No. 13 Legislator, announced there will be a tourism grants workshop on 
January 22nd at 2:30 p.m. at the Chamber of Commerce.  She also announced 2008 is the 25th anniversary 
of the founding of the CDRC (Community Dispute Resolution Center).   She said celebratory events will 
take place in Schuyler, Chemung, and Tompkins Counties.   
 
 Mr. Proto, District No. 7 Legislator, said he and Legislator Chock attended the TCAT ribbon-
cutting ceremony with Congressman Hinchey.  In addition, several Legislators had an opportunity to meet 
with Senator Schumer to discuss economic development.  The issue he raised with the Senator that was of 
importance to residents was access to the universal fund for telephone and internet access. 
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 Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, District No. 2 Legislator, said the Department of Justice has been 
involved with the Ithaca City School District and the community about some of the issues that have been 
happening, and announced the Department will host a forum on January 17th at 7 p.m. at the Clarion for 
people to speak out about the issues that have been occurring as well as begin to think about ideas for 
change.   
 
 Ms. Mackesey, District No. 1 Legislator, reported the Department of Environmental Conservation 
will be in town to hold a public meeting on January 24th to talk about the pollution on South Hill and the 
solvent TCE that was found under many homes in that area.  The meeting will take place at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Town of Ithaca office.   
 
 Mr. Stevenson, District No. 7 Legislator, spoke about public access to automatic external 
defibrillators (AEDs) and said he is often reminded of the profound impact these devices can have.  Mr. 
Stevenson said a little work was done last year but he will be initiating  discussions again about the 
County getting on board and becoming one of the many entities who have access and AEDs  available.   
 
Report from Municipal Official 
 
 Maria Coles, City of Ithaca Common Council member, thanked Mr. Joseph for his service as 
Chair of the Legislature.  She also congratulated Mr. Koplinka-Loehr and Mrs. McBean-Clairborne for 
election to their positions as Chair and Vice Chair.    Ms. Coles reported the City has new storm water 
runoff legislation; this is a new unfunded State mandate but one that is extremely important because it 
deals with erosion, pollution, and the considerable sedimentation in the waterways.  This local law was 
enacted last month and it will provide considerable regulation in the size and slope of lots for which 
construction is going on.  Ms. Coles also reported the City has been working on offstreet backyard 
parking, and said legislation has been rewritten and will go to committee and will be followed by many 
public meetings.  She also said the City and Cornell have been engaged in discussions for a new design 
for the Collegetown area.   She spoke of the one-year moratorium on construction that was instituted and 
was absolutely necessary so that the flood of requests for construction would not be filled as the new 
design was being developed by consultants.   Ms. Coles also reported the City is working on a workplace 
violence prevention program, the City and Town are in the beginning stages of a collaborative 
comprehensive plan.  She also reported on the Restore New York Grant for the Ithaca Gun site.   
 
Presentation – 2008 Revaluation Update 
 
 Valeria Coggin, Director of Assessment, provided the Legislature with an update on the 2008 
Revaluation.  Ms. Coggin said since the action of this Legislature in 2006, the County is on a triennial 
assessment cycle, which means in the third year properties have to be revalued at 100 percent of their full 
market value.  She said that work is complete and the reports are being prepared.  Overall, it appears to be 
a regular revaluation and one-third of the properties will be paying about the same amount of taxes as last 
year, not including budget increases; one-third will be paying more.  The overall increase seems to be for 
County taxation purposes between 15 and 20 percent.  She expects a lot of response from the public, not 
because taxpayers disagree with their assessment, but because a lot of questions will be generated.  
Beginning January 25th, notices will be sent out on a town-by-town basis.  She noted one difference in the 
process this year is the increase in public information efforts.   Mr. Shinagawa said at yesterday’s Budget 
and Capital Committee meeting it was emphasized how important it will be this year for everyone to refer 
to the tax levy and not the tax rate.  She said while comparables will not be included in tax bills, taxpayers 
may call the Office and staff will inform them of what was used.  Ms. Coggin said public information 
meetings will be held with various groups in addition to open houses being held in all municipalities.   
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Report and Presentation of Resolution(s) from the Planning, Development, and Environmental 
Quality Committee 
 
 Ms. Robertson, Chair, had no report.   A list of liaisons has been distributed to members of the 
Committee; she asked that members respond to her with interest in serving in this capacity.  The next 
meeting will be February 14th.  
 
RESOLUTION NO.   8   – RESOLUTION OF THE TOMPKINS COUNTY LEGISLATURE, AS 

THE OFFICIAL ELECTED LEGISLATIVE BODY OF TOMPKINS 
COUNTY, NEW YORK, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 147(F) 
OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS AMENDED 
(THE "CODE"), APPROVING THE ISSUANCE BY THE 
TOMPKINS COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF 
UP TO $18,500,000 AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT CIVIC 
FACILITY REVENUE BONDS (TOMPKINS CORTLAND 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION, INC., PROJECT), 
SERIES 2008 

 
 MOVED by Ms. Robertson, seconded by Mr. Hattery.  Ms. Kiefer said she always likes to look at 
the environmental assessment forms that go along with this type of resolution and noted that document 
was not available until yesterday, which is not really timely.  A short roll call vote resulted as follows:  
Ayes – 15, Noes – 0.  RESOLUTION ADOPTED.  
 
 WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature (the "Legislature"), as the official elected 
legislative body of Tompkins County, New York (the "County"), has been advised by the Tompkins 
County Industrial Development Agency (the "Issuer") that, in order to assist in the financing of a certain 
Project (as defined below) for the benefit of Tompkins Cortland Community College Foundation, Inc., 
(the "Institution") the Issuer proposes to issue, contingent upon the adoption of this Resolution, its Civic 
Facility Revenue Bonds (Tompkins Cortland Community College Foundation, Inc., Project), Series 2008, 
in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $18,500,000 (the "Bonds"), and 
 WHEREAS, the project (the "Project") shall consist of (A) the construction on an approximately 
70-acre parcel of land located on Far View Drive, Town of Dryden, Tompkins County, New York (the 
"Land") of two (2) buildings containing in the aggregate approximately 102,000 square feet to be used by 
the Company to provide housing and related services to approximately 268 students (the "Building"); (B) 
the acquisition and installation in and around the Building of certain items of machinery, equipment, 
furniture, and other tangible personal property (the "Equipment" and, collectively with the Land and the 
Building, the "Facility"); (C) the payment of certain costs and expenses incidental to the issuance of the 
Bonds (as hereinafter defined) (the costs associated with items (A) through (C) above being hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the "Project Costs"); and (D) the lease (with an obligation to purchase) or sale 
of the Facility financed with the Bonds to the Company or such other person as may be designated by the 
Company and agreed upon by the Issuer, and 
 WHEREAS, the Dryden Town Board issued a negative declaration with respect to the Project on 
January 12, 2006, as amended on January 9, 2008, (as so amended, the "Negative Declaration") under 
Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law and Regulations adopted pursuant thereto by the 
Department of Environmental Conservation of the State (collectively, "SEQR"), a copy of which is 
attached hereto as Exhibit A, and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the 
"Code"), interest on the Bonds will not be excluded from gross income for Federal income tax purposes 
unless the issuance of the Bonds is approved by the Legislature after a public hearing to consider the 
issuance of the Bonds has been conducted following reasonable public notice, and 

WHEREAS, on December 31, 2007, the Issuer held such a public hearing upon proper notice in 
compliance with the Code, and 
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WHEREAS, to aid the Legislature in its deliberations, the Issuer has made available to the 
members of the Legislature prior to this meeting (a) the Institution's application to the Issuer for financial 
assistance; and (b) the notice of public hearing published by the Issuer in the Ithaca Journal, along with 
the affidavit of publication of such newspaper, and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature, after due consideration of the foregoing, as the "applicable elected 
representative" of Tompkins County, New York, within the meaning of Section 147(f)(2)(E) of the Code, 
desires to approve the issuance of the Bonds; provided, that, the principal, premium, if any, and interest 
on the Bonds shall be special obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State of New York 
(the "State") or any political subdivision thereof including, without limitation, Tompkins County, New 
York, and neither the State nor any political subdivision thereof including, without limitation, the 
Tompkins County, New York shall be liable thereon, now therefore be it  

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality 
Committee, and by the Legislature of Tompkins County, That: 

Section 1. For the purpose of satisfying the approval requirement of Section 147(f) of the 
Code, on the recommendation of the Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee, the 
Legislature hereby gives its approval of the issuance by the Issuer of its Bonds and related acts to be taken 
by the Issuer as part of the Project; provided, that, the Bonds, and the premium (if any) and interest 
thereon, shall be special obligations of the Issuer and shall never be a debt of the State or any political 
subdivision thereof including, without limitation, Tompkins County, New York and neither the State nor 
any political subdivision thereof including, without limitation, Tompkins County, New York shall be 
liable thereon.  This approval is given pursuant to Section 147(f) of the Code for the sole purpose of 
qualifying the interest payable on the Bonds for exclusion from gross income for Federal income tax 
purposes pursuant to the provisions of Sections 103 and 141-150 of the Code. 

Section 2. This Resolution shall be deemed to be made for the benefit of the holders of the 
Bonds. 

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
SEQR ACTION:  Unlisted 
(EAF prepared by Town of Dryden and is on file with the Clerk of the Legislature) 

__________________ 
 
Report and Presentation of Resolution(s) from the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee 
 
 Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, Chair, reported the Committee met before this meeting to take action 
on the resolutions on this evening’s agenda.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 9  – MAKING A NEGATIVE DETERMINATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

SIGNIFICANCE IN RELATION TO RESOLUTION NO. 10 OF 2008, 
APPROVING THE ACQUISITION (PURCHASE AND LEASE) OF 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 55 BROWN ROAD, VILLAGE OF 
LANSING, NEW YORK FOR USE BY THE TOMPKINS COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 
 MOVED by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, seconded by Ms. Kiefer. 
 
 Mr. Proto asked if the SEQR determination is broken down into three pieces:  economic, 
environmental, and social impacts.  Mr. Marx said when it is an unlisted action the short form has only a 
few questions that pertain to environment that need to be answered.  He said the Committee approved a 
negative determination of significance.  
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Herrera, to direct staff to perform a long-form 
environmental impact assessment to address the environmental, economic, and social categories.  Ms. 
Herrera said because discussions centered around potential additions to the building, there have been 
significant changes to the current building design.  She said although there are no planned additions at this 
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time, there may be a time when additions are again considered.   She said the process was flawed and 
rushed and thinks a long-form environmental assessment is appropriate at this time.  
 
  A roll call vote resulted as follows:  Ayes – 4 (Legislators Stevenson, Proto, McBean-Clairborne, 
Herrera); Noes – 11 (Legislators Chock, Dennis, Hattery, Joseph, Koplinka-Loehr, Kiefer, Mackesey, 
Randall, Robertson, Shinagawa, and Sigler).  AMENDMENT FAILED. 
 
 Ms. Herrera referred to points raised in a confidential memo and asked for guidance on how to 
proceed.  Mr. Wood reviewed the memorandum and said the Legislature can enter into executive session 
to discuss personnel matters as it relates to the building and negotiation issues related to the building.    
 
 It was MOVED by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, seconded by Ms. Herrera, to enter into executive 
session at 6:37 p.m. to discuss personnel matters as it relates to the building and negotiations issues 
related to the resolution under consideration.  A vote by show of hands resulted as follows:  Ayes - 7 
(Legislators Chock, Herrera, Kiefer, McBean-Clairborne, Proto, Shinagawa, and Sigler); Noes – 8 
(Legislators Dennis, Hattery, Joseph, Koplinka-Loehr, Mackesey, Randall, Robertson, and Stevenson).  
MOTION FAILED.  
 
 Ms. Chock said she worked in that building for a number of years when the Cornell University 
Alumni Affairs and Development Office was housed there.  At that time there were 170 employees who 
occupied the building; this is far greater than the number of Health Department employees anticipated to 
work there.  Ms. Chock said it is her opinion that the particular shape of the building worked well to 
promote interaction and communication between the various departments in the building.  She also said 
the proposed use is similar to the previous use; therefore, she doesn’t see a need for a long-form 
environmental assessment form.  
 

Ms. Robertson thinks the reuse of a building rather than construction of a new building will have 
a significant positive impact on the environment. 

 
Ms. Herrera said the increased travel distance that will be caused by the relocation of the Health 

Department will result in a significant increase in the usage of fuel and said this is another reason for the 
need of a long-form environmental assessment.  

 
A voice vote on the original resolution as amended resulted as follows:  Ayes - 11, Noes – 4 

(Legislators Herrera, McBean-Clairborne, Proto and Stevenson).  RESOLUTION ADOPTED.  
 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 10 of 2008 would approve the acquisition (purchase and lease) of 

property located at 55 Brown Road in the Village of Lansing, New York for use by the Tompkins County 
Health Department after vacating its present location in Biggs Building B at 401 Harris B. Dates Drive, 
Ithaca, NY, and 

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Legislature has reviewed and accepted as adequate a Short 
Environmental Assessment Form, which finds no significant impacts associated with the Action, now 
therefore be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That Resolution 
No. 10 of 2008 is an Unlisted action,   

RESOLVED, further, That the Tompkins County Legislature hereby determines that the 
acquisition of property at 55 Brown Road in the Village of Lansing for use by the Tompkins County 
Health Department will not have a significant negative impact on the environment, requiring no further 
environmental review,  
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RESOLVED, further, That the Tompkins County Legislature hereby issues a “Negative 
Declaration of Environmental Significance” in accordance with SEQRA for Resolution No. 10 of 2008. 
SEQR ACTION: (Short Environmental Assessment Form and Negative Declaration on file with the 
Clerk of the Legislature.) 

___________________ 
  
RESOLUTION NO. 10 – APPROVING THE ACQUISITION (PURCHASE AND LEASE) OF 

THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 55 BROWN ROAD, VILLAGE OF 
LANSING, NEW YORK, FOR USE BY THE TOMPKINS COUNTY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

 
 MOVED by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, seconded by Mr. Dennis. 
 
 It was clarified by Mr. Joseph that under Roberts Rules of Order, a Mover of a resolution may not 
speak against a resolution but does not have to support the resolution. 
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Herrera, to amend the third Whereas to read: 
“Whereas the Committee’s work culminated with the decision to build a new building across from the 
existing Biggs site, the Legislature voted to select the property owned by Cornell Real Estate”.  Mr. Proto 
said it is important to recognize that the Health Department Building Committee met for three years and  
recommended a different site, and thinks it is important to recognize that Committee did not bring 
forward the site contained in the resolution.  
 
 Mr. Sigler said while he does not think it necessarily a bad thing, many of the questions and 
issues that have been discussed at length several times continue to be raised.  He asked those who oppose 
this site if there is anything short of construction of a new building at the Biggs site that would satisfy 
them.  He said he would prefer everyone to be happy with this decision that involves a significant amount 
of money; however, an overwhelming majority of this Legislature is supportive of the Brown Road site 
primarily because it is $4 million less than construction at the Biggs site.    
 
 Ms. Herrera said the premise that a lot of Legislators are operating under is that the proposed site 
will save $4 million.  She said she cannot support that estimate of savings without answering all of the 
questions that need to be addressed.   
 
 Ms. Kiefer agreed with Mr. Proto that it is reasonable to include an accurate statement of the 
Building Committee’s report to the Legislature. 
 

It was MOVED by Ms. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Shinagawa, to amend the amendment to read:  
Whereas, the Health Department Building Committee forwarded a set of location choices but 
recommended the construction of a new building that would be across from the Biggs B building on West 
Hill.   
 
 Ms. Herrera did not support the amendment to the amendment because it implies the Committee 
forwarded a set of recommendations.   
 
 Mr. Joseph said he will vote for this amendment because he thinks it is an accurate reflection of 
what happened. However, he said everyone should clearly understand what did happen.  The final 
recommendation out of the Health Department Building Committee was made on the same day a 
Legislature meeting was held; there was one person absent from the Committee meeting and there were 
two in favor of the new building at the West Hill and two in favor of the Brown Road building.  He said 
he was on that Committee and he was one of those in support of the Brown Road building.  It was clear 
that no proposal would move forward to the full Legislature based on a 2-2 vote so he switched his vote 
to vote in favor of the West Hill site so that the subject could move to the full Legislature.   Mr. Joseph 
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said he is troubled that the arguments back and forth have not included an admission of honest 
differences.  He said most of those in favor of the Brown Road site believe they had the information 
needed to make a decision, that a correct decision was made, and that it does save $4.5 million.  He said 
those who disagree have the right to do so, however, he wishes they could do so and agree that the 
disagreements are honest differences in opinion.   
 
 Ms. Herrera said as Chair of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, she voted to consider the 
Brown Road site and did so in the spirit of open-mindedness, conciliation, and respect for others.  She 
said she did so although she did not believe it was the right site but did so because other members thought 
it was important.  She said there was a lack of consideration for her requests for additional information.  
She said she has experience in construction and associated costs and has protested this action because 
those who requested further information were not treated fairly. 
 
 A vote on the amendment to the amendment resulted as follows:  Ayes – 14, Noes – 1 (Legislator 
Herrera).  AMENDMENT TO THE AMENDMENT CARRIED.  
 
 A vote on the amendment as amended resulted as follows:  Ayes – 14, Noes – 1 (Legislator 
Herrera).  AMENDMENT CARRIED.  
 
 Mrs. McBean-Clairborne said she opposes this resolution because the process was rushed and 
there are many other legitimate questions that need to have discussions and answers.  She said every 
Legislator has the right to ask more questions and have people respect them trying to get that information.  
She said she respects everyone’s differences in opinion.  
 
 Mr. Marx updated the Legislature on the activities that have taken place since the initial vote on 
this.  A special committee comprised of Legislators and staff was created and examined the building and 
began the process for conceptual design. That Committee met several times through the fall and the 
consultant met several times with staff outside of those meetings.  He said they have attempted to address 
every question raised by staff and Legislators and all of the questions he has received have been 
answered.   
 
 Ms. Kiefer said her personal preference would be to construct a new building but she cannot 
justify spending additional money on a new building and leaving another functioning building on Brown 
Road.  She thinks all information needed has been received and this can move forward.  
 
 Mr. Stevenson agreed with Mrs. McBean-Clairborne’s statement and that non-support of the 
Brown Road site is not synonymous with supporting the Biggs site.  He said there was a point in the 
process where he desired to speak to constituents and acquaintances at the Health Department to ask 
about this potential move and he was unable to because of confidentiality reasons.   Without being able to 
do the work he thought he needed to do to support the Brown Road site, he is unable to support this.  He 
does not think the process was as open as it should have been.  
 
 Ms. Robertson said this Legislature has a responsibility to the taxpayers to make a decision to 
stop spending money on costly repairs to a building that needs to be replaced.  She sees the Brown Road 
site as an opportunity to save taxpayers $4.5 million.   She said she is in receipt of letters of support from 
the Director of the Health Department and there are several comments from employees included in the 
Committee minutes that show employees have been engaged in discussions for a long period of time.  
 
 Ms. Mackesey made the following statement:    
 
 “Tonight we are voting on the new site for the County Health Department.  This should be a 
moment of relief.  Relief that we have finally found a new home for the Health Department away from the 
woefully inadequate present location.  It should also be a time of excitement as staff anticipate a move to 
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a workplace that fills their program space needs and provides a safe and pleasant work environment for 
them.   
 
 “The path to this moment has not been very pleasant for some, because the process we used was 
not well thought out.  For example, Health Department staff took time from their busy work schedules to 
respond to requests by Legislators for their opinions on specific sites being considered.  Their 
overwhelming choice was a new building across the driveway from the present location.  Not 
surprisingly, when the Legislature decided on the Brown Road site, Health Department staff felt unheard.  
She apologized to the Health Department employees for the way this was handled.  We never should have 
solicited staff opinions on specific building sites.  She regrets that the Legislature has an obligation to all 
its staff and to the taxpayers that goes beyond site selection.  Employee preference for one site over 
another has to be weighed against cost and other pressing County needs.  Health Department staff should 
never have been put in the position they were.  We need to develop a process for future building 
acquisition so that this situation won’t reoccur.  Tonight we need to separate out the faulty process by 
which we got here from the decision to move forward to buy a building that fills our needs and saves 
taxpayers over $4 million”.   She urged the Legislature to pass these resolutions. 
 
 Mr. Randall said he, too, has experience in the field of construction.  While he agreed the process 
was flawed at the beginning, he said all of the questions have been answered and he asked that Legislators 
put aside anger and trust issues as he thinks this is the best option for the taxpayers in this County.  
 
 Mr. Dennis said his only concern is for County staff who may have been misrepresented along 
the way but who he thinks have done a commendable job bringing this issue to this point.   
 
 Mr. Proto said this Legislature has a history of involving staff and stakeholders in evaluating sites 
and moving offices.   He said he supports involving staff because they are the individuals who will work 
in the building.  Mr. Proto said when you are about to vote on something of this magnitude you would 
expect employees or the head of the Department to be present championing this cause, however, they are 
not.   Mr. Proto said this building will be adequate but he does not think this is a wise expenditure of 
money as he thinks it is a poor expenditure of taxpayer dollars and said construction and remodeling 
estimates have not been received. Mr. Proto said there have been serious questions about the process and 
thinks Legislators need to respect one another and each individual decision.  
 
 Ms. Herrera said she is a proponent of the Biggs site.  She thinks the Brown Road site will 
present issues about lighting and overall costs will be between $5.6 and $5.9 million.  She also said 
cutting employees out of the process of providing input is wrong.   
 
 Mrs. McBean-Clairborne said her not vote is not void of consideration of County taxpayers and 
saving taxpayer dollars.  
 
  A roll call vote on the resolution as amended resulted as follows:  Ayes – 11, Noes – 4 
(Legislators Herrera, McBean-Clairborne, Proto, and Stevenson).  RESOLUTION ADOPTED.  
 

WHEREAS, the Tompkins County Health Department needs to be relocated from its present site 
at Biggs Building B, 401 Harris B. Dates Drive, Ithaca, NY, due to the building’s deteriorating condition 
and estimated renovation costs, and 

WHEREAS, the Health Department Building Committee, a special Legislature committee, was 
charged to bring to the Legislature a set of location choices for a new Health Department building, and  

WHEREAS, the Health Department Building Committee forwarded a set of location choices that 
recommended the construction of a new building across from the Biggs building site, and 

WHEREAS, the Legislature decided to select the property owned by Cornell Real Estate and 
located at 55 Brown Road in the Village of Lansing, New York as the preferred site for the relocation of 
the Health Department, and 
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WHEREAS, a new committee, the Health Department Building Construction Committee 
comprised of stakeholders including Legislators, Health Department managers and staff, and Public 
Works staff responsible for the renovation/construction and maintenance of the building was created by 
the Legislature and charged with the responsibilities of taking part in selection of a design team, working 
with that team to ensure that the building meets the needs of the programs, staff and public who will use 
it, working within the adopted administrative policies regarding space standards, working within the 
established budget in the County Capital Program, moving the project forward to the design and 
renovation/construction phases needed to accommodate the Health Department’s needs, and ensuring that 
the building will be energy efficient, cost efficient, and in accordance with the County’s commitment to 
sound health and environmental standards, and 

WHEREAS, legislative actions required and recommended by the Health Department Building 
Construction Committee to accomplish its charge must be brought to the Facilities and Infrastructure 
Committee for action and, as appropriate, forwarding to the Legislature, and 

WHEREAS, the Health Department Building Construction Committee has reviewed the 
consultant’s building evaluation and conceptual floor plans and has reported to the Facilities and 
Infrastructure Committee that after renovations/construction and/or additions, the facility will be adequate 
to meet the present and future needs of the Health Department, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee, That the 
building at 55 Brown Road be acquired (purchase and lease) for the amount of $3,000,000,  

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator or his designee is authorized to execute all 
contracts or agreements necessary to accomplish the acquisition. 
SEQR ACTION:  Unlisted (Short Environmental Assessment Form and Negative Declaration on file 
with the Clerk of the Legislature.) 

___________________ 
 
Recess 
 
 Chair Koplinka-Loehr declared recess at 7:44 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 7:51 p.m.  Mr. 
Sigler was excused at 7:44 p.m. 
 
Report and Appointments from the Chair 
 
 Chair Koplinka-Loehr reported on the Department Head meeting he attended and will share the 
information from the discussion with Legislators.  He also announced there are a number of Martin 
Luther King events scheduled around town.  Also he scheduled a meeting on February 5 with Committee 
Chairs at 4:30 p.m.   
 
 Appointments
 Chair Koplinka-Loehr made the following appointments for 2008: 
 
Tompkins County Area Development Board of Directors  
Martha Robertson 
 
Chamber of Commerce
Michael Koplinka-Loehr 
Frank Proto, Alternate 
 
Extension Service  
Duane Randall 
 
Local Advisory Board on Assessment Review
Caroline/Danby - Frank P. Proto   
Newfield/Enfield – Greg Stevenson 
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Groton – Duane Randall 
Dryden – Michael Hattery/Martha Robertson 
Ithaca - Dooley Kiefer/Michael Koplinka-Loehr 
Lansing - Michael Sigler/Dooley Kiefer 
Ulysses – James Dennis 
City of Ithaca – Nathan Shinagawa/Kathy Luz Herrera 
 
Poet Laureate 
Paul Hamill 
 
Workforce Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
Leslyn McBean-Clairborne, Chair 
 
Ethics Advisory Board 
Dooley Kiefer, Chair 
 
Report from the County Administrator 
 
 Mr. Whicher spoke of the inaccuracies contained in the Ithaca Journal article this morning 
concerning the bills the County received from the State.  The County had received the bills, but it was the 
difference between what was billed compared to what should have been billed over the years from the 
State that the County is now allegedly responsible for. 
 
 Mr. Whicher also reported briefly on the assignment sheet distributed this evening to Legislators 
outlining responsibilities of Administration staff for 2008 including standing committees. 
 
Report from the County Attorney 
 
 Mr. Wood did not have a report. 
 
Report from the Finance Director 
 
 Mr. Squires distributed a report to Legislators showing the properties that are still outstanding 
with taxes and are subject to foreclosure.  Originally there were 114 properties, now there are 18 
remaining including 11 residential properties.  Over $440,000 was recovered over the last two weeks in 
taxes owed. 
 
 In addition, Mr. Squires reported on recent financing activities.  Nine bids were received on BAN 
(Bond Anticipated Notes) with the low bid at a rate of 2.84 percent for a one-year bond.  There were five 
bids received on STOA (State Transportation Operating Assistance) with a low-bid rate of 2.89 percent. 
 
Addition of Resolution(s) to the Agenda 
 
 There were no resolutions added to the agenda. 
 
Withdrawal of Resolution(s) from the Agenda   
 
 Mr. Koplinka-Loehr gave Mr. Stevenson permission to withdraw the following resolutions from 
the agenda: 
 

• Approval of Appointment to the Tompkins County Council of Governments (TCCOG) 
• Appropriation from Contingent Fund – Lansing Community Library  
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Mr. Koplinka-Loehr gave Ms. Mackesey permission to withdraw the following resolutions from 
the agenda: 

 
• Making a Negative Determination of Environmental Significance in Relation to the  

Resolution Approving the Acquisition (Purchase and Lease) of Property Located at 55 
Brown Road, Village of Lansing, New York for Use by the Tompkins County Health 
Department  

• Approving the Acquisition (Purchase and Lease) of the Property Located at 55 Brown 
Road, Village of Lansing, New York, for Use by the Tompkins County Health 
Department  

 
Approval of Resolution(s) Under the Consent Agenda 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Mackesey, seconded by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, and unanimously 
adopted by voice vote by members present, to approve the following resolution under the Consent 
Agenda. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 11 – AUTHORIZATION FOR 2008 TO PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS NEW 

YORK STATE COUNTY CONTRACTS 
 
 MOVED by Ms. Mackesey, seconded by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, and unanimously adopted by 
voice vote by members present under the Consent Agenda.  
 

WHEREAS, as of July 18, 2007, New York State Legislature has amended Subdivision 3 of 
Section 103 of the General Municipal Law to allow counties to participate in another county’s contract for 
materials, equipment, or supplies, or contract for services, and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department is recommending annual authorization and may determine 
throughout the 2008 fiscal year that it would be in the County’s best interest to participate in another 
County’s contract, and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department has the ability to analyze whether it is in the County’s best 
interest to participate in another County’s contract and recommend this authority for 2008, now therefore 
be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That Tompkins 
County is hereby authorized to exercise the option to participate in any other New York State County’s 
bid for materials, equipment, or supplies, or contract services as authorized by General Municipal Law, 
Subdivision 3, Section 103,  

RESOLVED, further, That the County Administrator, or his designee, be and hereby is 
authorized to execute required contract documents. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20 

________________ 
 
Approval of Appointments Under the Consent Agenda 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. Mackesey, seconded by Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, and unanimously 
adopted by voice vote by members present, to approve the following appointments under the Consent 
Agenda: 
 
Environmental Management Council 
Stephen Nichols – Town of Caroline representative; term expires December 31, 2009 
 
Fire, Disaster, and EMS Advisory Board 
Lyle Neigh – City of Ithaca representative; term expires December 31, 2010 
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Report from the Workforce Diversity and Inclusion Committee 
 
 Mrs. McBean-Clairborne, Chair, said the Committee has not met.  The next meeting is January 
23rd at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Report from the Health and Human Services Committee 
 
 Mr. Proto, Chair, said the Committee will meet February 6th.  Discussion will continue on the 
situation concerning the Visiting Nurse Services and the need to fill the gap.  He asked Committee 
members to let him know if there were any items to be considered in the work plan.   
 
Presentation of Resolution(s) and Report from the Human Resources Committee 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 12 – ESTABLISHING SALARIES OF  MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES, 2008 
 
 MOVED by Mr. Dennis, seconded by Ms. Mackesey.  A short roll call vote resulted as follows:  
Ayes – 14; Noes – 0; Excused – 1 (Legislator Sigler).  RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 
 
 WHEREAS, from 1988-2007, the Legislature has reviewed the salary schedules for 
Management, and 
 WHEREAS, the schedule developed during that time period to bring management salaries into 
alignment with the County’s pay-grade scale is anticipated to be completed no later than 2009, now 
therefore be it 
 RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Human Resources Committee, That all incumbents in 
Management positions on January 1, 2008, shall receive an increase of 2.25 percent if their salary 
exceeds the current salary schedule or 3.0 percent if their salary is in conformance with the relevant 
salary schedule. 
SEQR ACTION: TYPE II – 20 

________________ 
 
 Mr. Dennis briefly updated the Legislature on negotiations with the various bargaining units.  The 
County is at impasse with the White Collar, Blue Collar, and Road Patrol units. 
 
Report and Presentation of Resolution(s) from the Government Operations Committee
 
 Mr. Stevenson, Chair, said the Committee met January 11th and reviewed and discussed the 2007 
goals.  Most of the Committee’s business is reflected on this evening’s agenda. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 13 - ADOPTION OF CASH MANAGEMENT AND INVESTMENT POLICY 
 
 MOVED by Mr. Stevenson, seconded by Ms. Kiefer.  Mr. Proto disclosed that his wife works at 
Tompkins County Trust Bank and that he is employee of the HSB bank.  A voice vote resulted as follows:  
Ayes – 14; Noes – 0; Excused – 1 (Legislator Sigler).  RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 
 
 WHEREAS, Article 2 -Section 10 of the General Municipal Law requires each local government 
to authorize depositories for public funds, and 
 WHEREAS, Article 2 -Section 11 of the General Municipal Law requires each local government 
to authorize Permitted Investments for public funds not required for immediate expenditure, and 
 WHEREAS, Article 3 -Section 39 of the General Municipal Law requires each local government 
to adopt a comprehensive investment policy which details the local government's operative policy and 
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instructions to officers and staff regarding the investment of public funds, and that the Investment Policy 
shall be annually reviewed by the local government, and 

WHEREAS, the Government Operations Committee considered the 2007 policy and minimal 
changes are being recommended to it for the 2008 policy, now therefore be it 
 RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Government Operations Committee, That the Cash 
Management and Investment Policy dated January 2008, is hereby adopted. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20 

________________ 
 
Report from the Budget and Capital Committee
 
 Mr. Shinagawa, Chair, said the Committee met January 14th and reviewed goals.  The Committee 
also discussed the Ithaca Journal article and the inaccuracies as reported earlier by Mr. Whicher.  The 
Fiscal Policy will be reviewed at a future meeting and a discussion will be held on bringing forward 
budget requests outside the budget process.  The Committee will also be discussing the Reserve Fund 
Balance.   
 
 Mr. Koplinka-Loehr announced there are six Legislators registered for the New York State 
Association of Counties conference and asked if there were any topics of interest to be raised to let him 
know. 
 
Report from the Public Safety Committee
 
 Mr. Joseph, Chair, said he did not have a report. 
 
Approval of Minutes of December 18, 2007 and January 2, 2008
 
 It was MOVED by Mr. Proto, seconded by Ms. Robertson, and unanimously adopted by voice 
vote by members present, to approve the minutes of the December 18, 2007, and January 2, 2008, 
meetings as submitted.  MINUTES APPROVED. 
 
Adjournment
 
 On motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Michelle Pottorff, TC Legislature Office  
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