
MINUTES 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2003        5:00 P.M.        COURTHOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM 
 

Present:  B. Blanchard, Chair; G. Totman; K. Herrera; M. Robertson; L. McBean 
Staff:      B. Nicholas, Airport Manager 
Guest:     T. Todd, Legislator 
 
Called to Order 
 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Resolution 
 
 It was MOVED by Ms. McBean, seconded by Mr. Totman, to submit the following resolution to 
the Legislature for approval.  Following a brief discussion, a voice vote resulted as follows:  Ayes - 5; 
Noes - 0.  RESOLUTION CARRIED. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. - AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE TRANSPORTATION   

SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (TSA) TO PROVIDE A LAW                
ENFORCEMENT PRESENCE AT THE ITHACA TOMPKINS 
REGIONAL AIRPORT 

 
 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 85 of 2002 authorized an agreement with the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) for local Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs) to staff the security screening point for 
all pre-departure screening activity and patrol for airport security, and 
 WHEREAS, law enforcement was temporarily provided until the TSA cancelled the agreement, 
and 

WHEREAS, the TSA now wishes to reinstate reimbursement for said services, and 
 WHEREAS, consideration was given to providing this service with both State Police personnel 
and with Tompkins County Sheriff’s Office personnel, and 

WHEREAS, it was determined that the Sheriff’s Office option was more cost-effective, and 
 WHEREAS, three deputy sheriff positions dedicated to airport security already exist within the 
Sheriff's Office budget as authorized by Resolution No. 113 of 2002, and 

WHEREAS, a proposed reimbursement agreement and supporting documentation indicate that 
the TSA will provide reimbursement for the costs associated with providing LEO coverage, and 

WHEREAS, since the airport is owned by the County of Tompkins, it is deemed desirable to 
meet this commitment with the Tompkins County Sheriff’s Deputies, and  

WHEREAS, since this is a TSA homeland security measure designed to protect passengers 
traveling on scheduled airline service from the airport terminal, it is considered appropriate that the 
airport should stand as guarantor for these costs in the event that reimbursement is delayed or not 
forthcoming, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, on recommendation of the Facilities and Infrastructure and Public Safety 
Committees, That the agreement with the TSA be approved for a term of September 1, 2003 through 
September 30, 2007, providing for reimbursement of $15,360 for the balance of Federal fiscal year 2003, 
$193,013.76 for fiscal year 2004, $198,268 for fiscal year 2005, $204,224.80 for fiscal year 2006, and 
$210,356.80 for fiscal year 2007, and that the County Administrator be and hereby is authorized to 
execute said agreement with the TSA,  
 RESOLVED, further, That the Sheriff agrees to maintain a separate detail log for all security 
services at the Airport, including, but not limited to: employee name, hourly rate, date of service, and 
hours of service. 
SEQR ACTION:  TYPE II-20 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Adjournment 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 


